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Attachment IT

DORAL BEACHHOTEL

HISTORICPHOTOGRAPHS AND PLAN DRAWINGS OF SWIMMING
POOL DECK AND CABANA STRUCTURES.
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Attachment II1

DORAL BEACH HOTEL

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH
Planning Department
Interoffice Memorandum

Dated August 9 2005
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CITY OF MIAMI BEACH _
PLANNING DEPARTMENT

Interoffice Memorandum

To: HISTORIC PRESERVATION BOARD Date: August 9, 2005

From: Jorge G. Gomez, Director
Planning Department

Subject: Discussion - Possible Contributing status of the Doral Beach Hotel (now known as the
Wyndham Hotel), located at 4833 Collins Avenue, within the possible historic district that
is generally located between 4380 Collins Avenue and 5255 Collins Avenue.

Request. On June 24, 2005, the legal representative of the Doral Beach (now Wyndham) Hotel
submitted a request to the Planning Department to place an item on the next available agenda of
the Historic Preservation Board relative to a clarification of the historic status of the subject property
within the possible historic district,

Background. On January 11, 2005, the Historic Preservation Board approved a motion to direct
staff to place an item on their March agenda relative to the possible designation of the Doral Beach
Hotel (now known as the Wyndham Hotel), located at 4833 Collins Avenue, as a local historic site.

On March 8, 2005, the Historic Preservation Board discussed the historical and architectural
significance of the Doral Beach Hotel. The Board considered that although it may be eligible for
designation as an individual historic site, the Doral Beach Hotel might also be considered as part of
a possible expansion of the Coliins Waterfront Historic District. The Board approved a motion (5 to
1; 1 absence) not fo initiate the process for the possible designation of the Doral Beach Hotel as an
individual historic site. The Board instead directed staff to place an item on their next available
agenda, at which time the Board would consider directing staff to commence with the historic
designation process for a possible expansion of the Collins Waterfront Historic District.

On May 10, 2005, the Historic Preservation Board discussed the possible expansion of the Collins
Waterfront Historic District from approximately 44" Street on the south to 63" Street on the north,
The Board unanimously approved a motion (6 to 0; 1 vacancy) to direct Planning Department staff to
proceed with research and prepare a preliminary evaluation and recommendation report for a
smaller area along the Collins Avenue corridor as a new and separate historic district. The area
generally extends from the Fontainebleau Hotel property on the south to the Imperial House on the
north. More specifically, the properties that are located in the possible historic district are 4380 to
5255 Collins Avenue and 4381 indian Creek Drive. This area includes the former Doral Beach Hotel
at 4833 Collins Avenue.

Historical and Architectural Background. Built in 1962, the Doral Beach Hotel was designed by
Melvin Grossman and constructed by Robert L. Turchin at a cost of about $11 million. The hotel
was named for its original owners using the first letters of their names, Doris and Alfred L. Kaskel.
The 17-story building was originally permitted for 429 hotel rooms and 429 parking spaces. Guest
amenities offered at this all-inclusive, resort hotel included a cocktail lounge, a dining room, a coffee
shop, a beauty salon, a barbershop, retail shops, a card room, a convention hall, meeting rooms, g
rooftop solarium, a swimming pool, a pool deck bar, and cabanas.’ One of jts most popular

' City of Miami Beach, Building Department, Building Permit Records, Building Card No. 20004, 4833 Collins
Avenue.
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attractions was the Starlight Roof Supper Club on the top floor of the hotel overlooking Indian Creek.
Here thousands of miniature lights still twinkle down from the ceiling above.

Kaskel spared no expense for this luxurious hotel since he wanted it to be in the same class as the
Eden Roc Hotel, where guests were willing to pay extra for special treatment that they expected to
get. The interiors of the Doral Beach Hotel were executed on a grand scale with a Spanish Baroque
theme in contrast to its modern glass exterior. This design device may have been influenced by
‘Morris Lapidus’ Fontainebleau and Eden Roc Hotels with their thematic Old European interiors and
Post War Modern style exteriors. Many of the furnishings in the Doral Beach Hotel were antiques
imported from Spain or made by its craftsmen. The lobby space featured massive crystal
chandeliers suspended from vaulted ceilings, marble-faced columns, marble chip floors, an orate
fireplace and mantel, a console table supporting an elaborately framed mirror, heavy wood paneled
doors with brass hardware, floating scissor stairs with wood-turned balusters, and a mural painted
domed ceiling” — all of which still exist today.

The Doral Beach Hotel opened on February 15, 1963, about a year after Kaskel opened his Doral
Country Club just west of the Miami Intemational Airport. The hotel and country club were a joint
operation in which guests could enjoy the amenities of both facilities. Kaskel sought to combine a
luxury oceanfront hotel with its own country club for recreation. Guests were shuttled back and forth
in special limousines to enjoy golfing, horseback riding, tennis, and sailing at the country club or to
use the pool and cabana area, beach access, and other resort amenities at the hotel.® In fact, in
1964, the Miami Beach City Council approved a special permit to allow helicopter service to take the
guests of the Doral Beach Hotel to the Doral Country Club.

Kaskel, who emigrated from Poland in 1920, was a wealthy real estate developer who owned many
apartment houses and parking garages in New York City. By 1963, his Carol Management
Corporation owned and operated about $200 million worth of New York real estate properties and
an additional $200 million worth of developments that were under way or in the planning stages.* In
Miami Beach, he was the developer of the Doral Beach and Carillon Hotels. Reportedly named for
Kaskel's niece, Carol, the Carillon Hotel at 6801 Callins Avenue was designed by Norman Giller in
the Post War Modern style in 1957.° The Doral Beach Hotel was sold in 1997 and renamed the
Westin Resort and then again in 1998 became the Wyndham Hotel.

The Doral Beach Hotel was designed in the New Formalism style of architecture, a movement
inspired from the International and Miesian styles.® The building has an overall symmetrical design
with a strong vertical emphasis. Itis composed of a central tower with a low pedestal. The siender
tower features a projecting roof slab above continuous glass curtain walls, affording spectacular
floor-to-ceiling water views from its guest rooms. The tower's window bays are separated by slender
piers of precast quartz stone that rise uninterrupted to the roof, further stressing its verticality. The
window bays are highlighted with low arches and framed by projecting fins at the top floor of the
tower and at the pedestal. The suites fioor, beneath the Starlight Roof Supper Club, originally
featured elegant projecting balconies that were apparently removed in 1997. The hotel’s grand
porte cochere appears to float over the entrance driveway with its cantilevered canopy of continuous
arches. On either side of the porte cochere, a waterfall originally spanned the length of the building
and cascaded from below the main lobby windows into a ground level pool below. They have since
been removed and filled in with landscaping. The Doral Beach Hotel was carefully designed from its

2 Miami-Dade Public Library, Florida Room, “Resort Hotel,” Fiorida Architecture, 31° Edition, circa 1963, pp. B2-87.
® Marc Reardon, “Doral Sets High Luxury Standard,” Miami Beach Daily Sun, 17 February 1963.

A Larry Birger, “From Doral Beach to Doral CC: Highway to Pleasure!” Miami Daily News, 10 February 1963.

> Howard Kleinberg, Miami Beach: A History (Miami, Florida: Centennial Press, 1994), p. 167.

® Marcus Whiffen, American Architecture Since 1780 (Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1992), pp. 260-266.
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exterior elevations and outdoor areas to its interjor spaces. This fine aftention to detail is further
evidenced by the similar Spanish Baroque-inspired patterns on the pedestal roofs of the hotel and
cabana structures, in the light channels on the underside of the porte cochere, as well as in the
marble chip and terrazzo fioor in the lower lobby.

Announcements of the new Doral Beach Hotel were published in local newspapers in February of
1963 with headlines that read: “From Doral Beach to Doral GC [Country Club]: Highway to
Pleasure!” and “Doral Sets High Luxury Standard.” A glowing architectural review of the luxurious
resort hotel was also published in Florida Architecture magazine (see Attachment I), which states in
part:

A seventeen story rise of sophisticated exterior beauty, combined with interiors that
symbolize the elegance and beauty of Old Spain, eloquently tell the story of The
Doral Beach Hotel... The building is an outstanding example of “flat plate” concrete
construction. Exterior facades of precast stone, plus true curtain wall treatment,
serve to give this structure a unique position among local buildings...” The Doral
Beach Hotel is an outstanding structure, inasmuch as it incorporates imagination and
practicability on the part of both the architect and interior designer. These basic
concepts are self evident on a visit to this magnificent structure.® .

In addition to the Doral Beach Hotel, architect Melvin Grossman is also credited for designing the
following: the Empress Hotel at 4333 Collins Avenue in 1952, the Dil_ido Hotel at 1653-1669 Collins
Avenue in 1953 with Morris Lapidus, the Seville Hotel at 2901 Collins Avenue in 1955, the new
Deauville Hotel at 6701 Collins Avenue in 1958, the Imperial House at 5455 Collins Avenue in 1961,
and the Mimosa at 4747 Collins Avenue in 1962.°

Staff Analysis. The Historic Preservation Board has established a process in which it considers the
“Contributing” or “Noncontributing” status of properties within a possible historic district at the time
that the prelfiminary evaluation and recommendation report is presented by staff. Although staff
strongly recommends that the Board uphold this process and consider the historic status of the
Doral Beach Hotel within the historic context of the entire district, staff has provided above an
historical and architectural analysis of the subject building for the Board’s information and
consideration.

According to Section 114-1 of the Land Development Regulations in the Miami Beach City Code,
“Contributing building, structure, improvement, site, or landscape feature means one which by
location, scale, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling or association adds to a local
historic district's sense of time and place and historical development. A building, structure,
Improvement, site or landscape feature may be contributing even if it has been altered if the
alterations are reversible and the most significant architectural elements are intact and repairabie.”

Site visits of the interior and exterior of the Doral Beach Hotel by staff clearly indicate that the
structure retains a remarkably high level of its original architectural design integrity as conceived and
built from 1962 to 1963 with minor modifications (see Attachment ). These minor modifications
include the replacement of the Collins Avenue entrance waterfall pools with landscaping as well as
the removal of the balconies on the suites level of the hotel. However, it would appear that these
original features could be restored in the future if so desired. Staff further believes that new
balconies may be incorporated in a manner similar to the original design, with the possible exception

: Miami-Dade Public Library, Florida Room, “Resort Hotel," Florida Architecture, 31 Edition, circa 1963, p. 83.
tbid., p. 85,
® City of Miamni Beach, Building Department, Building Permit Records.
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of the west fagade where staff would suggest that the balconies should be limited fo the original
Suites level. _ ' _

STy,

Staff firmly believes that the Doral Beach Hotel (now known as the Wyndham Hotel) would fulty
satisfy the definition of a Contributing structure and site if the Board should choose to recommend
the designation of a new historic district, which would include this property. :
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