MAXAN APARTMENTS
250-260 COLLINS AVENUE, MIAMI BEACH

This two-story Garden style apartment house was built in 1959 on Lots 1
and 2 of Block 8 in Ocean Beach, the earliest subdivision of Miami Beach,
platted by the Lummus brothers in July, 1912. An earlier house had stood on
Lot 1, at 218 Third Street, since at least the 1930s.

The Maxan Apartments, its original name,! was designed in Postwar
Modern style by architect Eugene E. Baylis for owner Sam Stein. Original plans
were not found on microfilm in the Miami Beach Building Department, but the
Building Permit Card documents that it originally had 22 efficiencies and six

one-bedroom apartments for a total of 28 units, and cost $120,000. No major
| renovations are recorded on the Building Card, so it is probably faithful to its
original design. The building is a typical Garden arrangement of two rectangular
structures flanking a central courtyard and joined by a second-story portico over
the entrance, forming a U-shape footprint. Apartments are entered from exterior
catwalks. The building’s most striking feature is its use of perforated masonry or
“breeze block,” popularized in the 1950s by architect Edward Durrell Stone. Here
they are seen on second-floor balconies, an outer retaining wall, and screening

the building ends and second-floor portico.

Architect Gene Baylis (1909-1971) came to Miami from Lake Worth as a
child, and was educated at the University of Miami and University of FloridaZ.
Between 1934 and 1969, he designed many apartment buildings in Miami Beach
in Art Deco and Postwar Modern styles, most notably the Baylis Guest House at
504 14th Street, Florence -Apartments at 831 10th Street, and Octagon Towers at
1881 Washington Avenue.

--Carolyn Klepser, researcher

February 29, 2008

1 Polk’s City Directory, 1960.
2 Obituary, Miami Herald, Sept. 18, 1971, p.3B.
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