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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT

The first building in North Beach with the first
residents was the “The Biscayne Bay House of Refuge,
designated as Station 5, District 7, of the United
States Federal Life Saving Service. According to the
1879 Annual Report of the Life Saving Service, these
houses of refuge along the east coast of Florida
"contemplate no other life saving operations than
affording succor to shipwrecked persons who may be
cast ashore, and who, in the absence of relief, would
be liable to perish from hunger and thirst in that
desolate region. Crews of surf-men are not needed
here, but the keepers and members of their families
are required to go along to the beach, in both
directions, in search of castaways immediately after
the storm.” (1)

In 1926 Miami Beach was devastated by a major
hurricane... The damaged Biscayne House of Refuge
was not rebuilt and was demolished in November,
1926. (4)

However despite the Hurricane damages..”In less
than a decade (1919-1929), the physical topography
of North Beach had been transformed from
wilderness to real estate. ~ Commercial development
in North Beach took off during the 1930s, depositing
retail buildings, drug stores, movie theaters,
restaurants and banks along Collins Avenue and 71st
Streets, North Beach's commercial corridors. Along
the retail corridor of Collins Avenue in the Harding
Townsite, a new urban center developed around the
shops, restaurants and movie theaters. (5)

TOP PHOTO: BISCAYNE BAY HOUSE OF REFUGE,
STATIN 5, DISTRICT 7 circa 1939

MIDDLE PHOTO: LOOKING NORTH FROM 71st
STREET (8)

LOWER PHOTO: LOOKING NORTH ON COLLINS
AVENUE FROM 73rd STREET circa 1939 (8)



The townsite evolved true to its name,
creating a low scale multi-family residential
district to the west, and a compact
commercial/recreational district to the east. (6)

The major commercial district along Collins
Avenue has remained along both sides of the
street in differing evolutions from 73rd to 76th
street.

MAP ABOVE: NEIGHBORHOOD SITE PLAN (10)



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH (13)

IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD BUILDINGS

1) SURF THEATER TO IMMEDIATE NORTH OF
7400-7410 COLLINS. NOW A T-SHIRT SHORP. (7)

2) NE CORNER 74 & COLLINS ORIGINALLY THE
NORMANDY THEATER; NOW SOLA SALONS.
)

3) SW CORNER 74 & COLLINS (11)

4) NW CORNER ESPANOLA & COLLINS AVENUE aka
WARSAW BALLROOM aka FAMOUS DELI. (11)

5)SE CORNER 74 & COLLINS AVENUE WHICH IS
ARCHITECTURALLY REMINISCENT OF THE
WARSAW BALLROOM aka FAMOUS DELI AT
ESPANOLA & COLLINS. (11)



/7400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE



7400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE

1965 AERIAL PHOTO. (12) 7



7400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE



ADDRESS: ’ 7400-7410 COLLINS AVE.
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: 1950

ARCHITECT: F. J. TARLOWSKI

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE: MiMo

HISTORIC STATUS: CONTRIBUTING

LOCATED IN THE: Harding Township / South
Altos Del Mar Historic District -
Local

NOTE THAT NO ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS WERE
DISCOVERED FROM CITY OF MAIMI BEACH PLANNING & ZONING.

This prominent retail storefront building has been occupied
by many big name national tenants since it was designed in
1950 by F.J. Tarlowsky Architect. It was originally constructed
by and for Food Fair Supermarkets which evolved into Pantry
Pride Supermarkets; also owned by Food Fair; then Eckerds
Pharmacy and now CVS Pharmacy.

The lot size is 100'-0" along Collins and 150'-0" along 74th
Street.. This is a partial two story retail building with 22,450
SF with the height noted on the CMB Building Card as
24'-0".

However the Building Card does not contain mention of the
height of the tower. Though this author’s visual estimation
based upon the height of the walking figure in the middle
photo - | would guesstimate the the pylon tower is
approximately 50'- 0" - 60 - 0" tall.

The original distinctive pylon tower almost appears as a
building in its own right with its individualistic style. The
tower is actually quite reminiscent of Post World War ||
Yugoslavian Brutalist Architecture of the 1960's which also
exhibited this raw and very muscular use of concrete. The
tower once stood atop the northeast entrance to the
building on Collins Avenue.

When viewed in context with the entirety of the building the
tower and the two corner detail areas share a remarkable
cohesion in detailing. The acute angles are just noticeable
enough at all locations to maintain a unity and cohesion to
the detailing and to this MiMo architecture.

TOP PHOTO: 1996 VIEW SW FROM COLLINS AVENUE. (7)

MIDDLE PHOTO: 1990 VIEW OF EAST 7 SOUTH
ELEVATIONS (7)

LOWER PHOTO: 1996 CIRCA 1996 SOUTH ELEVATION. (7)



TOP PHOTO: 1990 TOWER CONSTRUCTION (7)
LOWER AERIAL PHOTO. (7)

At any size this iconic tower is an excellent example of adapting the
MiMo architectural style to a low scale commercial structure - as has
been noted in the City of Miami Beach Historic Database File as: “An
excellent example of futuristic playfulness reflecting (the) prosperity of
the post-war era; (with an) attention to geometric detail...”

As originally designed the major architectural feature of the building was
certainly this tall structural signage tower. As stated in the AIA Guide to
Miami: “This former Food Fair supermarket once advertised its presence
with a recessed square pylon connected to the main facade with
projecting flat planes; today only the base of the pylon remains. Stucco
banding connects to Moderne decorative themes, while the more
Structuralist handling of the pylon element and flat planes heralds
postwar Modern commercial architecture.” (7)

Unfortunately the signage pylon tower had to be demolished in 2000
due to deteriorating structural conditions. Other integrated architectural
features do remain above the corner entrance and at the west end of the
south facade along 74th Street.

This building exhibits a remarkable design integrity in the remaining
architectural detailing except for the ground floor windows. At some
point in the past the original full height glazing above a substantial
concrete base was remodeled into clerestory windows along Collins and
totally blocked up windows along 74th Street. The angled horizontal
concrete slabs over the corner main entrance sculpturally contrast with
the vertical fluted concrete behind; as the slabs meld into the opposing
curving wall.  Much is happening here.  This entire architectural
composition continuously changes as the angled shadows morph and
change throughout the day .

This contrast between horizontal concrete slabs with vertical fluted
concrete behind is repeated along 74th Street over the former secondary
store entrance. This former entrance was blocked-up and removed in
1988 according to the Building Card, while the detailing above still
marks its former location. The other secondary entrance is on Collins
Avenue beneath the former pylon tower location.

Architectural detailing such as this comes from the eye of a practiced
Architect. Unfortunately beyond the name listed on the CMB Building
Card as "F J. Tarlowski”, there is no other information available
regarding this architect. This may have been a corporate architect with
the Food Fair Corporation.

The original Owner and Developer was Food Fair, also known by its
successor name Pantry Pride; while still owned by Food Fair, which was a
large national supermarket chain with more than 500 stores at its height
in the late 1960's - 1970's. The first store was opened in
Harrisburg, Pa in the late 1920's. The chain entered bankruptcy

in 1978. (8) 10



TOP PHOTOGRAPH; 1996 EAST ELEVATION (7)

LOWER LEFT PHOTO: EAST & PARTIAL SOUTH ELEVATIONS (7)

LOWER RIGHT PHOTOQ); 1996 PARTIAL EAST ELEVATION AND
PYLON TOWER,; (7)
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7400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE

1974 PHOTOGRAPHS (10)
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7400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE

1986 PHOTO (10)

CIRCA 1960
PHOTO (10)
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DESIGN INSPIRATION:

STACKED HORIZONTAL PLANES

7400-7410 Collins Avenue draws some inspiration
from the rich heritage of Art Deco & Streamline
Moderne Architecture in Miami Beach. However
the total design for 7400-7410 takes this inspiration
as one element within the total design.

1) BANCROFT HOTEL (11)
2) CENTURY HOTEL (11)
3) 744 EUCLID AVENUE (11)

4) DEZERLAND HOTEL (11).
(DEMOLISHED)
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DESIGN INSPIRATION:

ROADSIDE ARCHITECTURE or

The Architecture of Advertising

As supermarkets proliferated throughout the country
in the Post-War period, it quickly became
commonplace to advertise the location with an
architectural tower with signage at the top which
could be seen from the passing highway, as viewed in
various photographs below.(1)(2)(4)6) This building
massing also became a new architectural archetype for
all types of retail establishments including banks, a
Fort Lauderdale retail store (5) and even a Miami
Beach synagogue (3).
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2023 PHOTOGRAPHS

2023 PHOTOGRAPH of NW CORNER OF 74th & COLLINS AVENUE WITH EAST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS
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DETAIL VIEW OF CORNER ENTRANCE. NOTE THAT MOST OF THE SOUTH ELEVATION ORIGINALLY HAD THE TALLER GLASS
WINDOWS ALONG THE ENTIRE SOUTH ELEVATION. THESE DEEPER WINDOWS WERE ALSO ORIGINALLY INSTALLED ALONG
COLLINS AVENUE SIMILAR TO THE ONE REMAINING WINDOW ADJACENT TO THE CORNER ENTRANCE.
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EAST ELEVATION DETAIL ALONG COLLINS AVENUE AT CORNER ENTRANCE (11)
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SOUTH ELEVATION DETAIL ALONG COLLINS AVENUE AT CORNER ENTRANCE (11)
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2023 PHOTOGRAPHS

1) EAST ELEVATION ALONG COLLINS AVENUE (11)
2) PARTIAL EAST ELEVATION WITH ADJOINING SURF THEATER
3) DETAIL AT BASE OF FORMER PYLON TOWER
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/400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE
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SOUTH ELEVATION DETAIL ALONG COLLINS AVENUE ABOVE ORIGINAL SIDE ENTRANCE

FIRST FLOOR PLAN FROM 1972 RENOVATION DRAWINGS (7)
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FROM 1972 RENOVATION DRAWINGS (7)
ABOVE: SOUTH ELEVATION AT 74TH STREET

BELOW: EAST ELEVATION AT COLLINS AVENUE

WEST ELEVATION FACING REAR PARKING LOT (11)
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/400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE

WEST ELEVATION WITH REAR PARKING LOT (11)
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE

ABOVE: SITE PLAN FROM 1972 RENOVATION DRAWINGS (7)
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE
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CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING CARD ¢
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CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING CARD @)
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE
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/400-7410 COLLINS AVENUE
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2445 COLLINS AVENUE

34



BIBLIOGRAPHY

(M

Harding Townsite/South Altos del
Mar Historic District Designation
Report, City of Miami Beach 1996
Joyce Meyers, North Beach Historic
District

lbid.

Harding Townsite/South Altos del
Mar Historic District Designation
Report, City of Miami Beach 1996
lbid.

lbid.

City of Miami Beach Historic
Database File for 7400-7410 Collins
Avenue.

CMB / FIU archives

History Miami

Miami Dade Property Appraiser
Arthur Marcus Photography

State Archives of Florida: Florida
Memory

The Real Deal Website

35



