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15 - Historic Resources Summary

The Henrosa Hotel is a 40 room, 3-story hotel designed in the Art Deco style by Architect Harry 
O. Nelson. Built in 1935, originally called Biarritz Hotel, with the last renovation of the lobby 
entrance added in 1951 by Harry O. Nelson. Dorothy Sebastian, a silent screen actress who married 
Herman Shapiro, bought the hotel in the 1950’s. Recognized by the Miami Beach Architectural 
District 1979 and Miami Design Preservation League, in addition to Art Deco Historic Preservation. 

Henrosa Hotel features an asymmetrical façade design, continuous eyebrows of the rounded 
hotel architecture, vertical racing stripes across the west elevation, neon signage, with a stretched 
octagonal porthole relief at fi rst fl oor level.

Henrosa Hotel is 35’ high and rectangular in plan. The structural system is concrete block 
construction with exterior stucco fi nish. The foundation is reinforced concrete. The building’s roof 
is fl at with a parapet. The original windows were jalousie and have been replaced with impact 
rated units. 

The front entry door to the Lobby is a double-glass door, framed in aluminum with a fi xed glass 
transom above. The double-glass entry door, on the North recessed corner of the front facade, 
is also framed in aluminum and accessed the old ‘Card Room’ and kitchen. Today this door is the 
primary entry for the existing commercial tenant space. 

In the 90’s, part of the ground fl oor was converted into the commercial tenant space for a scooter 
rental shop. Then in 2011, the space was converted to mercantile as a liquor store. During this 
era, the hotel was in need of repair and lay unoccupied for several years, but the liquor store 
remained. It was purchased in 2014 by its current owners, Ventura Way, and reopened after a 
large hotel renovation of all fl oors was undertaken.

Status of Historic Designation:
Designated at National level : Miami Beach Architectural District, 1979
Designated at Local level : Ocean Drive/Collins Avenue District, 1986

Hotel Henrosa ca 2020

Hotel Biarritz ca 1939-1950
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