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Legal Description & Location Map 
 
Lot 6, Less the South 3 feet thereof, Block 4A, of “Espanola Villas 
First Addition”, according to the Plat thereof, as recorded in Plat Book 
9, Page 147, of the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida. 
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Chronology 
 

1939- Construction of a 54’-8” Front by 72’-8” deep concrete 
block 2 stories (Designed for 3 stories) Drug store at the 
corner + 2 additional stores (1443,1147, 1149) & 8 unit 
apartment house (1445) with spread footing foundation 
and flat roof, designed by architect Moses Jacob Nadel 
and constructed by Mantell Realty & General 
Construction Company with a cost of $25,500.  

 
1972-  Install two 34,000 BTU Air Conditioners 
 
1972-  Paint exterior 
 
1976- Paint interior.  
 
1979- Installation of 10kw central heating, 5 tons central a/c 
 
1982- Reroof 40 sf 
 
1983-         Reroof 40 sf 
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Historic Photographs 
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Plat Maps 
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The Architect Moses Jacob Nadel 
 

(1889-1970) was born and spent most of his life in New Jersey.  He is 
listed as an architect in the U.S. Census at the age of 20. He 
designed the Jewish Center in Pleasantdale NJ in 1932 (Jewish 
Chronicle, Newark JJ Feb 19, 1932) and the Hebrew School for 
Religious Training in Pleasantdale in 1933. In The 1940 US Census 
he was residing in Miami with his wife and two children, but by 1942 
he was back in Essex, NJ. He died in Tampa, Florida at the age of 
81. (Source: ancestry.com) 

 

 
Architecture of Moses Jacob Nadel (1936-1939) 
 

1936 – Splendour Apartments 
1227 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach 
 
1936– Esplanade Apartments 
1569-75 Michigan Avenue, Miami Beach 
 
1939 – Machado Apartments 
440-14th Street, Miami Beach 
 
1939 – Penway Apartments 
1445 Pennsylvania Avenue, Miami Beach 
 
1939 – Garden Apartments 
1556 Euclid Avenue, Miami Beach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Architecture of Moses Jacob Nadel & Robert M. Nordin(1936-1939) 
 

Nadel & Nordin designed several Art Deco and Streamline-style 
buildings here including: 
 
1936 – Chandler Building 
1452 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach 
 
1936 – Alden Hotel 
2925 Indian Creek Hotel, Miami Beach 
 
1937 – Hudson Apartments 
420-15th Street, Miami Beach 
 
1937 – Everbloom (St. Augustine) 
347 Washington Avenue, Miami Beach 
 
Robert Nordin continued to work here solo through the 1940’s and 
50’s in Postwar Modern Style 
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A Historical Review of the Penway Apartment Building  
 

As “Art Deco” evolved on the Beach in the 1930s modern 
transportation and industrial design began to have greater impact 
upon new construction. The “streamlined” character of automobiles, 
airplanes, buses, inspired powerful horizontal design compositions, 
accentuated by striking vertical features and punctuated by icons of 
the technological era. Continuous eyebrows, racing stripe banding, 
radio tower like spires, portholes, and deck railings were among the 
unique features to set this architecture apart from anything before it. 
Smooth, rounded corners often replaced sharp ones on Modern 
buildings, especially on corner lots. Eyebrows swept around them as 
did other details. Street corners became inviting architectural focal 
points. 
 
The Modern style incorporated smooth and articulated stucco, 
architectural glass block, keystone and a variety of metals used in 
detailing.  
 
An example of this Streamline Modern Style within the Flamingo 
Historic District is the Pennway Apartments designed by architect 
Moses Jacob Nadel in 1937.  
 
The Art Deco streamline design with its clean on the two street side 
curves around the corner, where very sharply cut rounded edge 
eyebrows shade each individual windows at the second level 
apartment and continuous eyebrows with periodic outrigger brackets 
at designated columns run from end to end around the perimeter of 
the retail spaces. Round vented attic stucco reliefs as well as 
horizontal race stipes ornate the façade as well as the continuous 
dentils and banding at the parapet.  
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The ground level contains a color filled in keystone skirt on the street 
side with shallow long banner windows and terminated at the top with 
venting louvers. The corner entrance is celebrated by the flanking 
show windows entering the Penn Way Drug store including the iconic 
three sided neon pylon sign stating “DRUGS”. Two additional retail 
stores on the west façade flank the entrance to the eight unit 
apartment building highlighted on the right side with glass black and 
shallow arched entrance. Above marked by a shallow planter and 
decorative wrought iron square grill demarcates the location of the 
entrance. 
 
The apartment’s east elevation contains small balconettes adorned 
with decorative wrought iron including the rear staircase. Small 
narrow doors access each one. The dentils return a small portion at 
the parapet level at the east and north elevations in order to partially 
celebrate these two corners. 
 
 
All the storefront windows are of fixed glass with the apartments as 
casement windows including muttons. 
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III. Historical Data from the City of Miami Beach 

 

 
 
 
 

Building Card 
Microfilm 
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IV. Existing Site Data 

 
 

 
 
 

Photo Survey 
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Corner  Façade 

 

 
 

South Façade 
 



 

 
 

East Façade 
 

 
 

North Façade 
 



 
 

West Façade 
 

 
 

Keystone detail 
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Restaurant  
 

 

 
SW Corner Entrance 

 

 
 

East Elevation 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

North Elevation 
 

 

 
 
 

South West Elevation 
 
 



2nd Level Corridor  
 
 

    
                     West corridor                                                      East corridor 
 

 
                    West stairwell 



2nd Level apartments 
 

           
 
 

          
 
 
 
 



Roof Level 
  

 
 
 
 

South West Roof pylon support 
 

 
Roof North view 



Adjacent Buildings 
 

 
 

North Building 
 

 
 

East Building 



 
 

South West across street 
  
 

 
 
 

North West across street 
 



 
 

South East across street 
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