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Ocean’s Ten 
960 Ocean Drive 

1st Submission Comments from HPB Staff 
 
Comments from J. Seiberling: 
 
First Submittal: November 29, 2016 Comments Issued: December 8, 2016 CAP Final 
Submittal: December 15, 2016 Notice to Proceed Issued: December 22, 2016 Scheduled 
Board Meeting Date: February 14, 2017 If revised plans are not submitted through CAP 
on or before December 15, 2016, the application will not move forward to the above noted 
meeting date. 1. DEFICENCIES IN ARCHITECTURAL PRESENTATION a. Provide a 
recent signed and sealed survey b. Provide a complete set of color photos of the entire 
exterior of the building and courtyard c. Per the adopted design guidelines there is a 
minimum 5’ setback at the side property lines and retractable umbrellas have a maximum 
height of 9’-9”. d. Dimension the setback from the front property line to the columns of 
the retractable umbrellas. e. Provide renderings and elevation drawings of the retractable 
awnings and umbrellas in the closed position. f. Provide additional details of where the 
awnings will be attached to the building. g. Provide additional details of the retractable 
umbrellas including details in plan elevation and section. h. Show the angle of the 
proposed retractable umbrellas. i. Provide proposed fabric sample j. Dimension distance 
between canopies k. Provide additional dimensions on the plans and elevations 2. 
DESIGN/APPROPRIATENESS COMMENTS a. Staff cannot give a recommendation 
until all of the abovementioned items are provided.   Yes 01/04/2017  
 
General Correction General Correction First Submittal: December 27, 2016 Comments 
Issued: January 5, 2017 CAP Final Submittal: January 12, 2017 Notice to Proceed Issued: 
January 19, 2017 Scheduled Board Meeting Date: March 13, 2017 If revised plans are not 
submitted through CAP on or before January 12, 2017, the application will not move 
forward to the above noted meeting date. 1. DEFICENCIES IN ARCHITECTURAL 
PRESENTATION a. Provide a complete set of color photos of the entire exterior of the 
building and courtyard, NOT ADDRESSED, provide additional photos of the north 
elevation of the building and the covered porch area. b. The proposed canopy material 
and color must be specified on the plans. Provide a physical material sample at the 
hearing. 2. DESIGN/APPROPRIATENESS COMMENTS a. Staff visited the site on 
12/29/16 and noted several Certificate of Appropriateness violations including the 
construction of the entryway structures, fake plants attached to the building, exterior 
speakers and lighting etc. Staff would strongly recommend that these violations be 
corrected prior to appearing before the Board. b. Staff recommends these of individual 
umbrellas consistent with the Ocean Drive Sidewalk Café Design Guidelines in lieu of a 
retractable system.    
 

 
Please note that the following fees will be invoiced at the time of the final submittal: 1. 
Advertisement-$1,500 2. Board Order Recording- $100 3. Posting (per site)- $100 4. 
Courier (per package)- $70 5. Mail Label Fee ($4 per mailing label) - $668 Total 
Outstanding Balance = $2,438  

General Correction General Correction In addition to the fees, the following shall be 
provided to the Department no later than January 23, final submittal deadline: •One (1) 
original application (Proper signed and notarized affidavits and Disclosures must be 
provided). •One (1) original Letter of Intent. •One (1) original set of architectural plans 
signed, sealed and dated. •One (1) original signed, sealed and dated Survey. •Any 
additional information/documents provided. • 14 collated sets including copies of all the 
above: application form, letter of intent, plans, survey and any additional 
information/documents provided. • A CD/DVD containing a digital version of the 
documents and plans submitted. The CD must be in the proper format specified by the 
Planning Department. NOTE: Please make sure you identify the final submittal by the 
file number -when dropping it. 

FIRST SUBMITTAL COMMENTS
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January 12, 2017
Response to 1st Submission Comments from HPB January 5, 2017
Ocean’s Ten - 960 Ocean Drive

Comments from J. Seiberling:
Correction First Submittal: December 27, 2016 Comments Issued: January 5, 2017 CAP Final Submittal: January 12, 2017 Notice to Proceed Issued: 
January 19, 2017 Scheduled Board Meeting Date: March 13, 2017 If revised plans are not submitted through CAP on or before January 12, 2017, the 
application will not move forward to the above noted meeting date. 

1. DEFICENCIES IN ARCHITECTURAL PRESENTATION 
a. Provide a complete set of color photos of the entire exterior of the building and courtyard, NOT ADDRESSED, provide additional photos of the 
north elevation of the building and the covered porch area. 
Response: A complete set of colored photos with their description has been added to this package. This includes 
elevation panaoramic photos along with a few detail photos of the existing conditions.

b. Th e proposed canopy material and color must be specifi ed on the plans. Provide a physical material sample at the hearing. 
Response: The White Tenara fabric is now specifi ed in the drawings. A physical sample will be brought to the hearing.
This material and color was also used at Juvia, 1111 Lincoln Road.

2. DESIGN/APPROPRIATENESS COMMENTS 
a. Staff  visited the site on 12/29/16 and noted several Certifi cate of Appropriateness violations including the construction of the entryway 
structures, fake plants attached to the building, exterior speakers and lighting etc. Staff  would strongly recommend that these violations be 
corrected prior to appearing before the Board. 
Response: The entryway structures, faux column plants, speakers, lights, etc... are noted as violations and are in the 
process of being removed. The photos in this package were taken before the removal process started.

b. Staff  recommends these of individual umbrellas consistent with the Ocean Drive Sidewalk Café Design Guidelines in lieu of a retractable system.
Response: We propose the retractable awning system in lieu of umbrellas as it will provide more sidewalk clearance than 
umbrella stands provide now. The proposed retractable system eliminates all objects (except for seating) in front of the 
Historic Building and will provide a considerably less-obstructed, ‘clean,’ view of the building’s facade and arches. Please 
refer to detail photo conditions on pages 23-24.

Comments from Victor Nunez:
Please note that the following fees will be invoiced at the time of the fi nal submittal: 1. Advertisement-$1,500 2. Board Order Recording- $100 3. 
Posting (per site)- $100 4. Courier (per package)- $70 5. Mail Label Fee ($4 per mailing label) - $668 Total Outstanding Balance = $2,438
General Correction General Correction In addition to the fees, the following shall be provided to the Department no later than January 23, fi nal 
submittal deadline: •One (1) original application (Proper signed and notarized affi  davits and Disclosures must be provided). •One (1) original 
Letter of Intent. •One (1) original set of architectural plans signed, sealed and dated. •One (1) original signed, sealed and dated Survey. •Any 
additional information/documents provided. • 14 collated sets including copies of all the above: application form, letter of intent, plans, survey and 
any additional information/documents provided. • A CD/DVD containing a digital version of the documents and plans submitted. Th e CD must 
be in the proper format specifi ed by the Planning Department. NOTE: Please make sure you identify the fi nal submittal by the fi le number -when 
dropping it. Response: The fees and document requirements have been noted and will be provided.
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EDISON HOTEL 

960 Ocean Drive 

 

 Miami Beach was incorporated as a town in 1915, with Ocean Drive and 

Lummus Park as its “front yard.” In the 1920s this area was first developed 

with a scattering of small hotels, seasonal rooming houses and homes. A small, 

plain, one-story commercial building was constructed on this site in 1929 and 

served as a food store in the early 1930s. 

 

 The Edison Hotel was built here in 1935 as a four-story hotel designed 

by Henry Hohauser, the city’s most prolific and perhaps best-known Art Deco 

architect. Hohauser (1895-1963) came from New York and designed hundreds 

of buildings here, including, on Ocean Drive alone, the Century, Colony, 

Cardozo, Congress, Crescent, and Park Central Hotels.  

 

 The design of the Edison has elements of both Mediterranean and Art 

Deco architectural styles, and can be classified as Med-Deco Transitional. 

Notable features on the east façade are the “layered” setbacks, the three-

stories-tall twisted column, rounded arches, decorated parapet, and faux 

balcony. The hotel entrance and lobby face north on 10th Street, where the 

façade features more twisted columns, a bracketed balcony, and a triple-arched 

vestibule. 

 

 When the Edison was constructed, the earlier store building was not 

demolished but was incorporated into the first-floor terrace and still exists in 

the bar area. The arched terrace facing Ocean Drive, enclosed in later years, 

was returned to its original open state in 2011. 

 

 The Edison was built by Russian immigrant Morris Zarrow, a merchant 

from Albany, New York, who paid the Edison Hotel in New York City for rights 

to the name. Many Miami Beach hotels were named for famous hotels 

elsewhere, to draw on their reputation. In addition, Thomas Edison, who had a 

winter home in Ft. Myers, Florida, and once visited his friend, tire magnate 

Harvey Firestone in Miami Beach, had just died in 1931.  

 

 During World War II, the Edison was among the hundreds of Miami 

Beach buildings used by the U.S. Army Air Forces for military training. 

Tourists were turned away and hotels became barracks, restaurants served as 

mess halls, theaters became classrooms, and thousands of new recruits 

trained daily on the beaches, streets, and golf courses. The Edison returned to 

civilian use on July 7, 1944. 

 

---Carolyn Klepser, researcher 

(Orig. Nov 14 2011) 
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