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NATIONAL HOTEL
1677 COLLINS AVENUE MIAMI BEACH

OUn the ocean just north of fashionable Lincoln Road. the National Hotel was butitin
1940 ax the first hotel on this Bock. [t occupies Lows 7, 8. 13 and 14 of Block 29 in Carl Fighers

er { Rtz Plaza)

T R LN, o P N b g 3 . . B
First Subdivision of Alton Beach. Across 177 Street. L. Murray Dixon’s Grossing

Hotel was constructed the same vear, Next door 1o the south., the Sagamore would be

construcied I 1948,

The National is designated a Contributing building in both the Natienal Register and
jocaliv-designated historic districts of Miami Beach. and is one of the finest exampies ol the Ant
Deco style, designed by one of the city™s most prominent architects. Roy F. France (see
biography following). ks distinctive rooftop cupola is a local landmark,

1t

The Building Permit Card (#5033 indicates that the National. at 11 stories. was buiil

with 106 hote! rooms, one apartment, a dining room and swimming peol with cabanas — quite
elegant for the Depression era. France's original plans were found on microfilm #14298 in the

Miami Beach Building Department. They inctade all exterior elevations. floor plans. many

oinal reception desk (now uscd as 2

details, and interior fobby elevations. In the Tobby. the o
cancierge desk) served to separate the front entrance area from the rear lounge (now a bar. with
stairway 1o basement added). The mezzanine balusirade that has been meticulously restored in
recent vears is shown in detail. A plan of the original east terrace. ohliterated by later additions.
shows the statue of a female dancing figure that appears in several archival photographs.

The swimming pool and a one-story structure with 21 cabanas were constructed in

vember 1940 under separate permits. Roy France himself designed the cabana building. and

§ 53

plans were found on microfilm #135052. [t was replaced, as we shall see. by another struciure m

later vears.

Several pre-war photographs document the National in 1ts original state. In the early

19405 Roy France published a monograph of his work that includes views of the National: the




front fagade: the rear fagade, showing the pool. cabanas. and the statue on the wrrace: and an
interior view of the lounge arca when it still opened directly 1o the outdoors. In these monograph
photos, the roofiop cupola is open, but in 2 similar postcard view from the 19405 it has been
closed in. with sash-type windows. An undated brochure from about the samé Gme (when a one-
week suay cost $335 per person!) includes the same photozraphs. Most of the building’s windows
wire awning-type in these carly photos. (The Building Card documents that 69 windows were

replaced in 1964, and 30 more in 1978.) Original signage on the building consisied of & neon

chammel-letter sign on the evebrow over the entrance. and the name “National” painted on

north and south parapet wails just below the cupola

Shortly after its completion. the National became one of over 300 Miami Beach buildings
ihit were feased by the US Army-Alr Forces for military use during World War 1. The city
became the training ground for over 300,000 woops from 1942-1945. Hotels such as these
served as barracks: restaurants became mess halls: the nearby golf courses and beaches were drili
fields. Miami Beach’s availability as a training center at that time is credited with shortening the
war effort by six to eight months and saving the government $6 million in building costs. " The

Wational refurmed to orvilian use on November 17, 19435,

The building underwent several changes in the post-war vears as the economy boomed
again. Roy France designed a $25.000 remodeling in November 19335, found on microfilm
£49183. It included the addition of two apartments and an exura stainway in the mezzanine. s
“front extension for (a retail) concession,”™ and a porte-cochere or “canopy™ over the driveway
that was “to not exceed the height and vard limits of the adjoining canopy at the Sagamore

* Atr-zonditioning was added in 1956 at a cost of $42.000.

In 1961 the rear cabana building was demolished and replaced with a two-story sty

containing ten efficiency apartments. At the same time. the din%ng room was expanded mio wha

built

hiad been the rear patio. Two vears later. another two-story. ten-unit apartment addition was

adjoining the carlier ope. In 1966, two more stories. with ten more units, were added

pasternmost stracture. bringing it o four stories. The architect Tor this addition was W. M.
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Friedman, and the plans were found on microfilm #76863. By 1972, the National had a 1ol

138 units, which was 22 more than was allowed. but the addition of 21 more units was approved

Lt

n another two-story addition, and an 117 {loor addition. in 1975,
Two more posteard images remain. One is of unknown date, but probably from the easly

ramore Hotel, built next door in 1948, has been “erased.” but the 1933 porte-

19508 the Se

cochere is not vet present. This view of the front facade has signage on the west parapet. but this
might also be a case of “doctoring.” The cupola in this view is open.

Another posteard dates from the lale 19605, and shows the front fagade graced with
vertica! stripes of green tile and the porte-cochere with its pole columns and a row of vertical

stats in place of the original portico. Neon channel-ietter signs, with an enlarged and cursive

capital N. are seen on the porte-cochere and on the west parapet. The eupola’is now open. and

the awning windows have been replaced. An accompanying photo of the rear pool deck — bare
cement. devoid of landscaping or statues - shows the four-story addition fronting the cegan,

Fortunately, an award-winning restoration project in the carly 19%

brought the National

back to fts pre-war splendor. The green tile and porte-cochere were removed and the frond

wention desk

portico was restored, with the addition of 2 water featre in the driveway. A new

was built unobirusively into the lobby, and the swimming pool was replaced by 2 beautid

tandscaped 205-foot lap pool, the Jongest in the city.

- Carobvn Klopser, researcher

Diee, 24, 2008
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House Party Days
AT THE

IATIONAL HOTEL

ARE SOMETHING TO REMEMBER
FROM MAY TO DECEMBER
(START ANY DAY)
TYPICAL IS THE
NIGHT TOUR

AT $34.95

DAY

Hate is Per Person, Double Ocenpaney
Faeh Additional Night is $3.00 Per Person
' For Single Ovcupancy Add $14.00 For Full Time
% Plus $5.00 For Each Additional Night

s NATIONAL HOTEL, and/or its agents, acl only as agents
& varipus companies over the lines of which tickets are
hie und these tours operate, srd assume no respensibility
phility in connection with the service of any train, vessel,
ge, aireraft, moetor, or other comveysnee which may be
either wholly or inpart, in the performance of itg duty to
enger, The right is reserved 1o withdraw any or all tonrs
P oeonditions warrent, alse to decline to accept or retain
pussengers as members of the teurs, In such instances full
m?aim amuount will be relundead.

MZ% RESERVATIONS AND FURTHER INFORMATION,
SEE YOUR TRAVEL AGENT

804
WASHINGTON, D. C©
ST 5420 e

Miami Beact .
Offers the Lowest
Mid-Year Vacation

at the

/V al‘amm

Hote] Pmﬁ - Cabana ( O

“
FUN - SUN
PACKED DAYS

$34.95

®

" <Fhe Tnend ii Nalional
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