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A RECORDS SEARCH @ CITY of MIAMI BEACH PLANNING & ZONING 

REVEALED NO HISTORIC ARCHITECTURAL PLANS FOR ANY OF THE 

ORIGINAL RESIDENCES FORMERLY ON SITE. 

PHOTO (4)
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT 

SKYSCRAPER HOTELS 

Until the construction boom of 1939 - 1941 radically 

changed the skyline of Miami Beach, the areas of the 

Beach below 41st Street and the bridge, contained a 

mix of multi family apartments and hotels of varying 

heights as well as the dwindling stock of single 

family residences - which were most often more akin 

to grand oceanfront estates.  

The aerial photo at left shows a typical oceanfront 

residential area in Miami Beach in the 1920’s,  in this 

case the area around 5100 - 5200 Collins Avenue 

which is the present site of Seacoast Towers and the 

Alexander Hotel.  

By the 1930’s came mid rise and higher rise hotels 

and apartment building, as can be seen in the lower 

photo. With its domed tower soaring over above the 

hotel’s ten stories and the then neighboring 

buildings, one of the first taller hotels in the area was 

the Whitman Hotel in 1935 at 3315 Collins Avenue 

which opened in 1935 and is prominently featured at 

left. 

The Whitman was a more classic example of the 

Moderne style of architecture designed by Architect 

Roy France with its tower perched above a simple 

tower..   

The future site of 4041 Collins can be seen near the 

entrance to the 41st Street bridge in the photo at 

left.  4041 Collins Avenue was the first skyscraper 

hotel to be built in Miami Beach, although the 

Cadillac Hotel one block to the south also opened 

at the same. time.   

What made the Cadillac and the Lord Tarleton 

‘skyscraper’ hotels was that they were designed as 

mini-skyscrapers in the mold and style of a New York 

skyscraper.  

TOP PHOTO: CIRCA 1920’s AERIAL PHOTO ABOVE 

5100-5200 COLLINS AVENUE (1) 

LOWER PHOTO: 1937 AERIAL VIEW LOOKING NORTH 

FROM 34TH STREET IN MIAMI BEACH (1) 
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HOTEL LOCATION IN MIAMI BEACH (2)
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POSTCARD ABOVE (3).  POSTCARDS BELOW (4)
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POSTCARDS (3)
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DECEMBER, 1940     
ARCHITECTURAL FORUM MAGAZINE (5)
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SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER
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SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER
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SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER

LORD TARLETON HOTEL IN BACKGROUND WITH 

CADILLAC HOTEL IN FOREGROUND, CIRCA 1940
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SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

SEPTEMBER 8, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER
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POSTCARD ABOVE CIRCA 1940 

WITH ARTISTIC RENDERING OF 

THE LORD TARLETON WITH ITS 

VERTICAL STREAMLINING. (4) 

LEFT IS THE ORIGINAL TYPICAL 

FLOOR PLATE OF THE TOWER 

SHOWING THE SETBACKS WHICH 

MAKE EVERY ROOM A CORNER 

ROOM. (6) 
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LEFT PHOTO:  LORD TARLETON 

HOTEL CIRCA 1940  (1) 

P H O T O P O S T C A R D B E L O W :  

RENDERED PHOTOGRAPH LOOKING 

SOUTH ON COLLINS AVENUE WITH 

T H E L O R D TA R L E T O N N O W 

RENAMED THE HYDE PARK HOTEL 

I N F O R E G R O U N D W I T H T H E 

CADILLAC HOTEL TOWER BEHIND. 

(4)
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PHOTO CIRCA 1955 SHOWING 

T H E M A J O R S O U T H E R N 

ADDITION TO THE CROWN 

HOTEL AS DESIGNED BY MELVIN 

GROSSMAN ARCHITECT AT 40th 

STREET AND COLLINS AVENUE. 

(4)
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SELECTED ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL PLANS (6)
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GROUND FLOOR PLAN (6)
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TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN (6)
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WEST (FRONT) ELEVATION (6)
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WEST  ELEVATION (6)
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EAST  ELEVATION (6)



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

NORTH ELEVATION (6)
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TYPICAL FLOOR PLAN OF 1955 ADDITION BY ARCHITECT MELVIN GROSSMAN TO 

ORIGINAL NELLENBOGEN TOWER AT THE BOTTOM OF THIS FLOOR PLAN.  (6)
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SOUTH ELEVATION (6)
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WEST / FRONT ELEVATION (2)
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SITE SURVEY PLAN (2)



ADDRESS: 4041 COLLINS AVENUE 
  
ORIGINAL CONSTRUCTION:    1940 
ARCHITECT:    VICTOR NELLENBOGEN   

ADDITION: 1955 
ARCHITECT: MELVIN GROSSMAN    

ADDITION:  2003 
ARCHITECT: STA ARCHITECTURAL GROUP  

GENERAL RENOVATIONS:  2014 
ARCHITECT: KOBI KARP   
   
HISTORIC DISTRICT: COLLINS WATERFRONT (LOCAL) 
   
HISTORIC STATUS: CONTRIBUTING 
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2 0 2 3

2 0 1 4

TOP PHOTO: WEST / FRONT ELEVATION  

  ALONG COLLINS AVENUE 

(8) 

LOWER PHOTO: CORNER OF 40th AND 

COLLINS FEATURING THE 1955 

ADDITION BY MELVIN GROSSMAN 

ARCHITECT. (7)



4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

2 0 2 3

2 0 1 4

PHOTOGRAPHS FEATURE THE 

2003 TOWER ADDITION BY  

STA ARCHITECTURAL GROUP 

ALONG THE EAST / OCEAN 

ELEVATION (7)
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2 0 2 3

2 0 2 3 

VIEWS OF THE EAST 

ELEVATION FROM THE 

BEACH WALK. (8)
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2 0 1 4

2 0 2 3

2 0 2 3 TOP PHOTO: EXTERIOR COURTYARD (7) 

MIDDLE PHOTO: EXTERIOR COURTYARD (7) 

LOWER PHOTO: INTERIOR DINING ROOM / BAR (7) 

NONE OF THESE AREAS ARE ORIGINAL AND HAVE 

BEEN RENOVATED MANY TIMES.
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2 0 2 3

2 0 1 4

2 0 1 4

2 0 1 4

HOTEL ENTRANCES FROM COLLINS AVENUE. THE 

PORTE COCHERE WAS CONSTRUCTED AS PART OF 

THE 2014 ADDITIONS AND RENOVATIONS. (7) 
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2 0 2 3

2 0 2 3

2 0 2 3

UPPER LEFT PHOTO:  MAIN 

LOBBY ENTRANCE FROM 

EXTERIOR PORTE COCHERE.  

THIS LOBBY HAS BEEN 

RECONFIGURED SEVERAL TIMES 

SINCE ITS ORIGINAL 

CONSTRUCTION. (7) 

UPPER RIGHT & LOWER PHOTOS 

SHOW ‘THE CROWN’ ENTRANCE.  

THIS DOUBLE STAIRWELL IS NTO 

ORIGINAL. THE ORIGINAL LORD 

TARLETON HAD A SINGLE SIDED 

STAIR. THE DOUBLE SIDED STAIR 

RENOVATIONS WERE IN 2014. (7) 
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AS RECOUNTED IN THE EARLIER ARTICLE BY CAROLYN KLEPSER, THE LOBBY OF THE LORD TARLETON BECAME A 

FAVORITE OF THE HOLLYWOOD / NEW YOIRK ENTERTAINMENT CROWD.   IN THE PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE CAN BE 

RECOGNIZED BY THIS AUTHOR THE COMEDIAN PHIL SILVERS AT CENTER -  WITH GLASSES AND TALKING.  AND TWO 

PEOPLE TO PHIL’S RIGHT SIDE LOOKS LIKE THE SINGER/COMEDIAN DEAN MARTIN.   SLIM AARONS WAS A NOTED 

CELEBRITY PHOTOGRAPHER.  OTHERS IN THIS GROUP WERE ALSO LIKELY QUITE FAMOUS…(4) 

Staley-Wise Gallery offers photographic prints from the Slim Aarons Archive, owned and housed by Getty Images Archive in 

London. All photographs are printed and authorized by the Getty Images Gallery, London.
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FROM LEFT IN THE PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE CAN BE SEEN THE HOLLYWOOD ACTORS: 

CLARK GABLE, VAN HEFLIN, GARY COOPER AND JAMES STEWART  CLARK GABLE WAS 

ACTUALLY STATIONED FOR A TIME IN MIAMI BEACH DURING WWII.  (4) 

Staley-Wise Gallery offers photographic prints from the Slim Aarons Archive, owned and 

housed by Getty Images Archive in London. All photographs are printed and authorized by the 

Getty Images Gallery, London.



 4 0 4 1   C O L L I N S    A V E N U E 

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING CARD (6) 

NOTE: ORIGINAL BUILDING CARD FOR THE LORD TARLETON HOTEL BUILT IN 1940 WAS NOTED ON THE BUILDING CARD AS BEING LOST.
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ADDRESS: 4041 COLLINS AVENUE 
  
ARCHITECT:    C L KINPORTS  

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:    1931    

STORIES: 1 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: COLLINS WATERFRONT (LOCAL) 
   
HISTORIC STATUS: CONTRIBUTING 
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2 0 2 3

ADDRESS: 103 40th STREET (oceanfront original address) 
 228 40th STREET 

ARCHITECT:    CHARLES LEROY KINPORTS    

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:   CIRCA 1931 

DATE OF BUILDING MOVE:   CIRCA 1938 

  
STORIES: 1 

HISTORIC DISTRICT: COLLINS WATERFRONT HISTORIC DISTRICT  (NATIONAL)  
   
HISTORIC STATUS: CONTRIBUTING 
  

	 


PANORAMIC PHOTOGRAPH OF 41ST STREET / FRONT ELEVATION (8)
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2 0 2 3

228 40th  STRE ET, MIAMI BEACH HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

�
The Miami Beach Improvement Company was formed  in 1912  by Miami Beach  pioneer  JohnS. Collins and his 

family, to develop this section of Mid- beach  as a winter  resort. In 1916, less than a year after Miami Beach  was

incorporated, they platted the Oceanfront Subdivision, extending along the beach from 19th Street to approximately

44th  Street. While not as densely populated as the south end of town, by the mid-1920s this neighborhood

contained a number of private residences, several modest apartment buildings, and two grand Mediterranean-style 

oceanfront hotels: the Pancoast at 29th Street, and the Roney Plaza at 23rd Street. The Thomson-McKinnon

stockbrokers office, also in Mediterranean Revival style, stood on the beach beside the Pancoast. A bridge across

Indian Creek at 41st Street was first builtin 1929.
�
�
�

In this setting the subject house appeared in the early 1930s, designed by architect C. L. Kinports for owner J.

G. Venetos,  and  costing $1'5,000.  The building permit was issued on January 16, 1931, but  this house is not listed  

in the Polk's City Directories until 1938.  Directory listings are often delayed, however.  The house, with separate

garage, does appear in the 1935 City Atlas.

�
�
The original  owners, Jean G. and  Mary (or Mazie) Venetos,  are listed in 1936 and 1937 directories as living at 103
40th  Street, an oceanfront house that was later occupied by Edwin R. Thomas, inventor of the "Thomas  Flyer" 
automobile (see Lord  Tarleton report). In the 1938 and  1939  directories, the Venetoses had  moved a block westward,
to 228  40th Street.
�

�
�
�

�
�

�
�

1

OCTOBER 17, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER

VIEW ACROSS COURTYARD 

TO SOUTH ELEVATION OF 

HISTORIC COTTAGE. (7)
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The architect, Charles Leroy Kinports (1884-1956), came  to Miami from Minneapolis in 1925, at age 40, and  
had  a home and  office in Coconut Q-rove.l In 1936-7 he formed  a brief partnership with architect Carl H. Blohm, 
"'rith a joint office in Coral Gables.   A residence in Coral Gables designed by Kinports and  Blohm is pictured in
Florida Architecture of 1937.   Kinports (whose name is often misspelled as "Kimports" or "Kingsport") probably
worked  primarily in the City of Miami.  This house is one of only three buildings attributed to him on Miami Beach.   
The others are Brisa  del Mar, a Mediterranean  Revival cooperative apartment house built  in 1929  at 3624  Collins 
Avenue; and  the Chevy Chase partments at 2383  Flamingo  Drive, designed by Kinports and Blohm in 1936  in 
Streamline Moderne style.

�
�
�

No original  plans  for the subject house were found on Building Department microfilm  (#4239,  missing),  and  
no archival photographs of it hav.e yet been identified.  In the absence of these,  the Building  Permit  Card  (#17181)
provides most  information on the building itself. The card indicates that the house originally had a tile roof, probably
the red-clay  barrel  tiles that are typical of the  Mediterranean Revival style.  In the 1920s and  '30s,  there  was a
thriving  trade  in vintage  roof tiles torn off Spanish Colonial buildings in Cuba and elsewhere and shipped to Florida  
to give an old-world  patina to the roofs of new Mediterranean Revival style buildings. There is no evidence that  this
was done here,  but it is a possibility. In any event, the Building Card  indicates that the original  roof of this  house 
was removed  in 1960  and  replaced with "white cement barrel tile."  Other than the addition of a bathroom in 1946, 
this is the only structural change to the house that is recorded on the Building Card. The steel casement windows are
probably original; air conditioning was added in 1955.

�
�
�
�
�

1 Obituary, Miami Herald, Jan. 13, 1956

2

2 0 23

OCTOBER 17, 2003 REPORT on 4041 COLLINS AVENUE by CAROLYN KLEPSER

SOUTH ELEVATION 

OF HISTORIC 

COTTAGE. (7)
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In January 2001., the neighborhood surrounding this house was designated by the City Commission as the

Collins Waterfront Historic District. This house is one of 107   contributing" buildings in the District, of which only

14 are in Mediterranean Revival style.2 The Planning Department Database cites its significance as (one of the 

few examples of the Spanish-Baroque style in the  City. It is representative of the first development period in 

Miami Beach." Its most notable features are its ornate, probably cast-stone, door surround; multi-colored glazed

tiles on the entry steps; wooden double-doors with ornate metal  hinges  and  barred  windows; Corinthian engaged 

columns on the south wall, and a fountain in the rear yard,  with cast-cement statue and multi-colored glazed

tiles.

�
�

--Carolyn Klepser, researcher
�

October 17, 2003
�

Revised: Oct. 20, 2003
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
2 "Collins Waterfront Historic District Designation Report," Miami Beach Planning Dept., August 10, 2000.
�
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2 0 1 4
MAIN ENTRANCE AT 

NORTH / 41st 

STREET  ELEVATION 

OF HISTORIC 

COTTAGE. (7)
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RENDERING SHOWING CONTEXT OF HISTORIC COTTAGE. (2)
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CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING CARD  (6)
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2 0 2 3

2 0 1 4
INTERIOR PHOTOGRAPHS OF HISTORIC COTTAGE. (7)
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INTERIOR FIREPLACE MANTEL AT HISTORIC COTTAGE. (7)
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ARCHITECTS 

VICTOR NELLENBOGEN  (1888 - 1959) was an immigrant from 

Hungary who studied architecture at the Cooper Union in New York 

City.  He came to Miami around 1920 where he worked with the 

architects Martin L. Hampton and August Geiger,  after which he 

opened his own private practice of architecture on the Beach in 

1928.  He is one of Miami Beach’s best transitional architects, who 

designed notable works in both Mediterranean Revival and Art 

Deco styles.  

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS in Miami Beach:    

Alamac Hotel   1300 Collins Avenue    

Chelsea Hotel   944 Washington Avenue  

Savoy Plaza   425 Ocean Drive   

Rivoli Apts   800 Clowns Avenue   

Nash Hotel   1120 Collins Avenue    

Savoy Plaza   424 Ocean Drive   

Sterling Building  927 Lincoln Road   

Lord Tarleton Hotel  4041 Collins Avenue 

MELVIN GROSSMAN (1914 - 2003) began his career as an early 

protege of the architect Morris Lapidus and then became one of 

the most prolific postwar architects in Miami Beach.  In 1961 his 

firm was ranked as the largest in Florida and one of the 100 largest 

architectural firms in the country in terms of construction volume.  

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS in Miami Beach: 
Roney Palace 
Castle Beach Club 
Caribean Hotel 
Deauville Hotel 
Morton Towers 
Imperial House Apartments 
Seville Hotel 
Doral Beach Hotel 
Tower 1800 
100 Lincoln Road - Decoplage 
Crown Hotel 
Caesars Palace, Las Vegas       

Acapulco Princess Hotel, Mexico 

C. L. KINPORTS      

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS in Miami Beach:    

3624 Collins Avenue        

2383 Flamingo Drive        

228 40th Street  

TOP PHOTO: STERLING BUILDING BY VICTOR NELLENBOGEN   

 ARCHITECT (7)        

MIDDLE PHOTO: VICTOR NELLENBOGEN     

 ARCHITECT (4)      LOWER 

PHOTO:  DEAUVILLE HOTEL BY MELVIN GROSSMAN     

ARCHITECT (4)
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PHOTO:  MATCHBOOK COVER WITH LORD TARLETON HOTEL IN 

MIAMI BEACH ON ONE SIDE AND THE LAKE TARLETON CLUB IN 

PIKE, NEW HAMPSHIRE ON THE OTHER SIDE. 


