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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Preliminary Remarks

The present study comprises a survey of the building at 337 20th Street in Miami Beach, 
a contributing historic structure located in a district that has been both nationally and locally 
designated: the Miami Beach Architectural District (NR 1979) and the Museum Historic District 
(City of Miami Beach,1990). It is also part of the Collins Park Arts District Overlay. This report 
has been prepared by Shulman + Associates for Rüger Holding in anticipation of restoration and 
modifications to the building, and conversion to hotel use.

This study presents the building historically, based on available documentation and site 
verification.  It includes historical imagery and the Building Card information.  A photo survey of 
current conditions is also included.
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical Outline

The project site comprises two 75’x125’ parcels, Lots 6 and 8, Block E of the Miami Beach 
Improvement Co. PB 5-7 Subdivision.   
 
Dating to 1924, a few years before the Great Miami Hurricane of 1926, the Riviera Plaza Hotel/
Apartments was designed by architect Ralph. A. Preas (R.A. Preas) for owner C.A. Fowler. The 
builder is listed as O’Neill & Orr Co. The building is a Contributing Structure both in the Miami 
Beach Architectural District (National Register, 1979) and in the Museum Historic District (City of 
Miami Beach, 1990). Originally constructed out of reinforced concrete and cement blocks as a 42-
room apartment/hotel (30 apartments and 12 hotel rooms), the building is primarily three storeys. 

During World War II the building was one of many on Miami Beach used as a Training Center 
for the U.S. Army Air Corps. It was returned to owner on July 10, 1944 and was subsequently 
reconditioned by noted architect Roy France later that year. 

Over the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s the building underwent minor renovations and repairs.In 1981 a 
portion of the decorative column and beam system above the roof parapet were removed, and in 
1982 the superstructures on the roof were removed. By the late 1980s the building fell into disuse 
and was boarded up. In 1992, it underwent interior reconfiguration, creating 63 units, including 53 
apartments and 10 hotel rooms. It is currently used as affordable housing. 

The Riviera Plaza was one of the first buildings in Collins Park, with proximity to the Roney Plaza 
Casino, Roman Baths and Miami Beach Golf Course a feature of early advertisements. Early 
photos show that the building predated the paving of 20th Street. 

The building is classified as Mediterranean Revival, a style characterized by “the evocation of 
an Old World image, featuring decorative columns, arched windows, clay barrel tile roofs, rough 
stucco walls, wrought iron and spindle gates guarding picturesque courtyards” (Miami-Dade 
Preservation League). 

Original photographs of the building show balustrades, second floor balconies, carved masonry 
brackets, faux arcaded loggias, arched and moulded entries, twin arched windows and an arcaded 
entrance loggia, as well as Mediterranean-style awnings. The Riviera Plaza is an excellent early 
example of the style, with finely detailed, strongly representative Mediterranean Revival features 
and exhibiting an overall cohesion. 

Architect:
R.A. Preas was a Miami-based architect who specialized in Spanish-style architecture, with six 
known buildings on Miami Beach. In addition to the Riviera Plaza, others include the Van Ness 
Hotel at 1390 Ocean Drive and Habana Hotel at 1300 Drexel Avenue, in the Art Deco style; and 
the Euclid Apartments at 802 Euclid Avenue, Kew Gardens Apartments at 1619 Jefferson Avenue, 
and a duplex at 935 Meridian Avenue in the Mediterranean Revival style.     
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Sanborn map, 1921
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Historical photographs dated 1/2/1925, Matlack Collection at HistoryMiami Museum
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Historical photograph dated 5/14/1925, Matlack Collection at HistoryMiami Museum
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Historical photograph dated 6/7/1929, Matlack Collection at HistoryMiami Museum

Historical photograph dated 1936, Miami News Collection at HistoryMiami Museum
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photograph, undated. Miami News Collection at HistoryMiami Museum

Historical photograph dated 1988, City of Miami Beach DRB 1377
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photographs, 1990s Courtesy Robert Saland (prior Owner)
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Historical photographs, 1990s. Courtesy Robert Saland (prior Owner)
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photographs, undated. Courtesy Robert Saland (prior Owner)
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Florida Postcard Collection at University of Miami Special Collections
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Historic postcard, Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Newberry Library
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Historic postcard, Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Newberry Library
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Historic postcard, Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Newberry Library
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The Riviera Plaza was built in 1924, when the Mediterranean Revival style was the 
prevalent architectural style in the area. With its barrel roofs, arched windows, and 
elaborate details, the hotel exudes a graceful ambience to this day. R.A. Preas designed 
the apartment-hotel, which is located at 337 Twentieth Street, across from the Collins 
Park Hotel. (Published by Colourpicture.) 

Historic postcard, Miami Beach in Vintage Postcards book 
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Historic postcard, Miami Beach in Vintage Postcards book
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F AERIAL VIEW OF THE RIV RA PLAZA HOTEL AND ITS BEAUTIFUL SURROUNDINGS 
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Historic postcard, Curt Teich Collection.
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Newspaper clipping dated November 21, 1924, Miami Herald 
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November 21, 1924 | Miami Herald (published as The Miami Herald) | Miami, Florida | Pag e 10
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Miami Herald (online), 21 Nov 1924 10 ‹https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.mdpls.org/apps/news/document-view?
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© This entire service and/or content portions thereof are copyrig hted by NewsBank and/or its content providers.10/26/22, 5:20 PM America's News – Historical and Current | : All content
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Miami Herald (published as The Miami Herald) - July 11, 1925 - page 46
July 11, 1925 | Miami Herald (published as The Miami Herald) | Miami, Florida | Page 46

CITATION (AGLC STYLE)

Miami Herald (online), 11 Jul 1925 46 ‹https://infoweb-newsbank-com.ezproxy.mdpls.org/apps/news/document-view?
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Newspaper clipping dated November 25, 1925, Miami Herald 
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Newspaper Clipping dated February 28, 1926, Miami Herald 
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Miami Herald (published as The Miami Herald) - August 26, 1926 - page 8
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Newspaper Clipping dated January 11, 1936, Miami Herald 
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The Riviera Plaza 

337 20th Street 

Miami Beach, Florida 

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH 
CITY HALL 1700 CONVENTION CENTER DRIVE MIAMI BEACH FLORIDA 33139 
  

  

      

      

  
  

  

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING CITY HALL 
1700 CONVENTION CENTER DRIVE 

TELEPHONE: 673-7550 

(7020 
TO: PAUL GIOIA October 20, 1988 

BUILDING DIRECTOR f lí 4 

FROM: JUD KURLANCHEEK Lu 
PLANNING AND ZONING DIRECTOR yA Wy 

oe 

SUBJECT: | DESIGN REVIEW FILE NO. 13773 >, 1°98 
RIVIERA PLAZA APARTMENTS 00T2: 128 
337 TWENTIETH STREET ite que! 

bud ave 009 
/ 

At its October 11, 1988 meeting, the Design Review Board granted final approval of the above 
noted project subject to the following conditions: 

1. Replacement windows shall duplicate size and pattern of originals and be historically 
documented, if possible; 

2, Details shall be provided for replacement doors which shall be consistent with originals; 

3. A detailed drawing of the new iron fence proposed for the entry to the courtyard shall 
be provided to staff for approval; 

4. Existing iron railings shall be retained and restored; 

5. Treatment of the lobby shall be detailed on the plans; and, 

6. The applicant shall provide documentation to staff that the owner of the property is 
in support of the project application. 

In order to ensure that the appropriate staff is aware of these requirements, please record this 
action on the building card for the subject property. If the building permit is not issued 
within one (1) year of the meeting date (October 11, 1988) the Design Review Board approval 
will become void. 

Thank you for your assistance in this matter. 

JK/JD 
METROPG 

Building Card. City of Miami Beach. 
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20th Street looking Northwest

20th Street looking Northeast 
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20th Street Facade- windows at ground level

20th Street Facade - Main entry
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Park Avenue Facade - windows at ground level

Park Avenue Facade
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Looking South through West sideyard

Looking North through West sideyard
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Ground floor interior 
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Ground floor interior
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Ground floor - historic fireplace

Ground floor looking through main entrance toward 20th Street


