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Schools in under resourced communities lack the 

features students need for learning

JW Dobbs Elementary, Atlanta, GA
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Transforming Schoolyards provides students and their 

community with places to learn, play, and thrive outdoors

JW Dobbs Elementary, Atlanta, GA
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• The purpose of the Community Schoolyard Program is based upon           
Trust for Public Land’s mission of connecting everyone to the outdoors. TPL’s 
vision is to connect everyone to within a 10-minute walk of a park.

• School campuses are often one of the largest property owners in their respective 
cities and counties and have environmental conditions and features that lend 
themselves as community gathering places

• TPL works with each school’s students, faculty, and surrounding community to 
envision, invest in, and implement a space that is utilized as an outdoor learning 
area during the school day and as a public park after school hours. 

COMMUNITY SCHOOLYARD PROGRAMS ARE BASED ON THE 
NEED FOR MULTI-FUNCTIONAL PARKS
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Schoolyard Programs across the country
Nearly 300 transformations

TPL has created 12 

robust schoolyard

programs across the 

US

Invested in close to 

300 schoolyard sites

Connected more 

than 4 million 

people within a

10-minute walk of a 

community schoolyard
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The Atlanta Community 

Schoolyards program 

positively affects community 

across Atlanta and the APS 

school district
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Over the past 3 years, the Atlanta Community Schoolyard program has made 
a difference at the school sites where we have recently celebrated openings

Kimberly Elementary Dobbs Elementary Miles Elementary

Additionally,

• Smith Elementary is complete and open to the public with a ribbon cutting date to be determined

• Harper-Archer Elementary is under construction 

• Centennial Academy, Continental Colony Elementary, Price Middle School, and Scott Elementary are in 
construction permitting

• And Toomer Elementary is currently on hold
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• Trust for Public Land and Park Pride have 
raised close to $2M for improvements to 10 
Atlanta Public School campuses  

• Trust for Public Land and Park Pride have 
worked closely with each of the 10 schools 
to develop a park design for their community

• Urban Land Institute has inventoried all 
walking routes within a 10-minute walk of 
each site and developed a report that details 
inaccessible and unsafe environments

• 7 unique volunteer groups totaling close 
to 400 individuals have helped construct and 
install 4 of our projects so far

Much has been accomplished by our dynamic team
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• 6,265 Atlanta residents will now be within a 10-

minute walk of park

• Including 1,143 residents under the age of 19,

• 576 seniors,

• And 998 low-income households

• 660 students have been exposed to environmental 

and design professions through participatory design 

process

• At least 2 APS schools will have received STEM 

certification in part from our involvement with their 

schools

• The Atlanta Community Schoolyards program 

continues to gain attention locally and nationally 

through media and through our corporate partners

During this time, we have made a significant impact with each of 
the 10 schools’ communities
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2nd Graders at Sarah Smith explore international architecture, belonging, 
and different meanings of “home” through art.
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Smith Elementary, Atlanta
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And we are preparing to make 
an impact outside of Atlanta
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• This Fall, Fulton County School 

District’s Stonewall Tell Elementary will 

be our first school outside of Atlanta

• DeKalb County School District 

leadership has expressed interest in our 

program based on our partnership with 

Park Pride at Columbia Elementary

• We are in the process of developing 

an budget and implementation 

strategy

• And scheduling site visits to our 

Atlanta sites with DeKalb’s County’s 

interim Superintendent and Board of 

Education

Scott Elementary, Atlanta, GAColumbia Elementary, DeKalb County, GA
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K-3rd Grade Survey 4th & 5th Grade Survey

Students and adults fill out surveys about their preferences for the new space.
Students analyze the resulting data!
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Each school has at least 3 lessons developed for their curriculum in coordination with school staff that 
helps the students understand the value of parks and their specific space

Curriculum

• Defining and 

Measuring Your Site

• Documenting Site 

Conditions

• Career Exploration

• Analyzing 

Environmental 

Justice

• Ecological Address

• Nature Bingo

• Drawing Your Park

• Building a Model of 

Your Park
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Students, our key design 

partners, get familiar with the 
project site.
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CATALOG

Small groups of students work together to design a new community space within a given budget.
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Dobbs Elementary, Atlanta
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Outdoor musical instruments & murals 

Centennial Academy - YMCA Schoolyard Site

Social seating areas with shade

Sculptural seating /climbing structures Educational rain gardens Free and eye-catching public library

Place for families to learn & 
explore together
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