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PRELIMINARY REMARKS: 

The present report and attached documents comprise a survey of the property located at 1052 Ocean 
Dr. Street in Miami Beach, Florida. The project site currently has an existing two-story low-rise building. 
The report has been prepared in anticipation of the renovation of the existing building windows. The 
attached study provides an overview of the existing structure based on photo surveys, since the 
available documentation for this property was found to be limited. It also includes the City of Miami 
Beach Building Cards documenting the permit history of the property. The proposed modification is 
designed to very minimally impact historical resources, mainly in one historical facade,  in a manner 
consistent with the site’s available development rights. 
 
HISTORY: 
 
This contributing building, originally named the Waves Apartments, under legal description THE 
STRAND ON OCEAN DRIVE CONDO OCEAN BEACH stands at Ocean drive, north of the 4-story 
Allure suites hotel and the 3-story BonAir building (historically the Waves hotel). It is in the Nautical 
Mid-Century Modern style and lies in the area designated by the Historic Preservation Board as Ocean 
Drive Collins Avenue District.  The Miami Beach historic Property Viewer describes significant features: 
“repeating porthole windows on east elev; angled window walls on s elev.; vert. Metal pipes at n.e. 
corner; dec. Railing on shallow frt. Terrace.” [3] 
 
The current Ocean Drive / Collins Avenue Historic District is generally bound by: Erosion Control Line 
on the east; 5th Street from ECL to Ocean Court and 6th Street from Ocean Court to Collins Court 
on the south; Collins Court on the west; and the extension of the north lot lines of Lots 4 and 16, Blk 
55, Fisher's First Subdivision of Alton Beach (FFSAB) and the centerline of 16th Street on the north 
(excluding that property known as the White House/ Solymar site). The expanded Ocean Drive; Collins 
Avenue Historic District is highly representative of a distinct period in Miami Beach's history. The area's 
development pattern and architecture is reflective of its physical setting, prevalent architectural styles of 
the 1930s through the 1940s, the aspirations of its original developers, and the changing economic 
conditions of the nation and the local community. The southern portion of the expanded district's 
original plat, up to 14th Street, was recorded by the Lummus Brothers' Ocean Beach Realty Company 
in 1913 and 1914. The portion to the north was recorded by Carl Fisher's Alton Beach Realty company 
early in 1914. [1] 
 
The primary visual image of the Ocean Drive/Collins Avenue District is imprinted with architectural 
styles commonly grouped under the category of Art Deco. The area was planned and developed as a 
resort mecca and built-up in a relatively short period of 'time. The result is visual cohesiveness and a 
high concentration of distinct resort architecture typical of the fashionable style of the 1930s-1940s 
period. typical of the fashionable style of the 1930s-1940s period. The overall site development and 
layout of structures was influenced by the proximity to Lummus Park and the ocean. With an open 
front terrace, a standard design feature, the buildings were clearly designed to take advantage of the 
beach. [1] 
 
The Ocean Drive and Collins Avenue buildings of the 1930s and 1940s have several elements in 
common which result in an overall image referred to as Tropical Deco or Miami Beach Deco. These 
elements utilize tropical and nautical symbols which reinforce the popular image of the seaside resort. 
Palm fronds, fish, flamingos and waves were popular subjects for building ornamentation as were port 
hole windows and ship-like pipe railings. [1] There is a strong consistency in scale in the expanded 
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district. Between 5th and 15th Street, most of the buildings are two to three stories in height (with a 
few notable exceptions) [1] 
 
The building card states Tony Sherman as the architect. Sherman designed significant structures such as 
the 1953 Sinbad hotel in Miami, designed to resemble a ship, much like the subject building does. 
 
The Postwar Modern architectural building is a flat roofed, 2 story structure, with pipe cylindrical 
columns in its north side, fronting an exposed stairway. It has two porthole-style windows in its second 
level, and a rectangular window on the south area of the main east façade. Five porthole windows face 
Ocean Drive at the ground level. A zigzag plan describes 6 bays in the south façade, flanked by an 
exterior walkway. The original plan at the ground level where part of the alteration is being applied for 
has a low, 6-8 inch curb. The building’s main component is roughly 2,500 square feet 
 
BUILDING ARCHITECT BIOGRAPHY: 
 
Architect M. Tony Sherman (1910-1999) had a successful architectural firm in Miami, M. Tony Sherman 
and Associates. He is noteworthy as the designer of several Mid-Century Modern hostelries, including 
the Jolly Roger and Yankee Clipper in Fort Lauderdale, the original Castaways in North Miami Beach, 
and the original Tropicana Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas. Stylistically, a number of his commissions 
were playful, reflecting the kind of Florida resort image that pervaded the popular culture of the 1950s. 
It was a blend of themes that included pirates, ships and Polynesian-inspired lounges decked-out with 
tiki statues, torches and other kitsch. 
 
Sherman originally practiced in New York where, according to the Miami News of 1960, he worked 
with the New York Housing Authority and did special exhibits for the World’s Fair. He came to Miami 
in 1947 and opened a new office in the Sans Souci Estates in North Miami in 1960. Sherman seems to 
have supported his firm with commissions that included freezer plants, cold storage plants, and office 
buildings as well as his more imaginative motels and hotels. [4] 
 
PHOTO SURVEY: 
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EXISTING CONDITION – SOUTH ELEVATION  

 
 
EXISTING CONDITION – SOUTH ELEVATION (PANORAMIC IMAGE) 
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ORIGINAL DRAWINGS: 
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END OF REPORT 

 
1. HPD-2-Ocean-Drive-Collins-Avenue-Expansion-1992 Historic Designation Report. Historic Preservation Board 
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3. https://apps.miamibeachfl.gov/histpropviewer/  
4. https://somimag.com/our-historic-architecture-the-crossroads-building-where-town-and-country-meet/  
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