
San Diego demonstrated two important aspects of the Span-

ish Colonial style: first, the success of style and civic art in  

creating a sense of identity and place; second, the appropri-

ateness within a certain territorial, climactic and cultural  

context of Spanish Colonial architecture as a regional style. 

“Architects and developers working in Florida were quick to 

see the value of imposing the template of a stylistically uni-

fied and regionally appropriate civic art into its growing new 

cities. The Mediterranean Revival defined the style of the 

1920’s in Miami Beach, and because it also embodied new 

planning paradigms, set the stage for the modern city of the 

next decade.“ (11)

“Mediterranean Revival architecture was a picture-book pas-

tiche offering instant history, imbuing a brand-new place with 

Old World charm.  It came into being as an architecture for 

an elite - providing immediate ancient European pedigrees 

to the landed gentry of both Miami and Palm Beach....The 

style’s aged look conveyed the instant pedigree of ancient 

architecture on the new city.” (12)

“Mediterranean Revival architecture flourished in Florida in a 

compressed time period, starting in 1917 when Pittsburgh 

architect Richard Kiehnel (1870-1944) began designing...EL 

Jardin. As Kiehnel was working on El Jardin in Miami (Coco-

nut Grove) the architect Addison Mizner (1872-1933) was de-

signing the Everglades Club in Palm Beach.. A decade and a 

half later most architects had turned their eyes to what we 

now call Art Deco..” (13)

“Some years later MIzner wrote about his own design  

process, and what he had to say explains a great deal about 

the architectural style he was inventing. Basically, he created 

an imaginary history for his buildings.: “I sometimes start a 

house with a Romanesque corner, pretend it has fallen into 

disrepair and been added onto in the Gothic spirit, when  

suddenly the great wealth of the New World has poured in 

and the owner added a very rich Renaissance addition.” (14)

TOP PHOTO: COCONUT GROVE PLAYHOUSE, MIAMI (8)
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CLAY HOTEL BUILDING CARD
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FOLLOWING IS THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING CARDS AS OBTAINED FROM THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING DEPARTMENT  
RECORDS DESK.     NOTE THAT THERE WERE NO HISTORIC DRAWINGS FOUND IN THIS SEARCH.
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MATANZAS HOTEL BUILDING CARD
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