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GILBERT M. FEIN ARCHITECT (1920-2003)

Born in Brooklyn, New York Fein received his degree in archi-
tecture from New York University in 1942. Similar to the ex-
perience of many veterans after the War, he came to Florida
for a two week vacation and never left. He had served in the
Army Corps of Engineers during World War Il and then set-
tled in Miami Beach after the war.

His first job in Miami Beach was working for Norman Giller
Architect. He left after one year to open his own office in
Mlami Beach in 1948 since there was so much architectural

work during that post-War period.

“He designed more buildings than he could keep track of.
The log of building permits issued by the City of Miami
Beach shows that he built seventy-nine apartment buildings
from 1949 - 1971, in styles variously described as garden
style, postwar Mediterranean Deco, postwar modern and
international. Most of the courtyard apartments buildings in
the postwar community of Normandy Isle, if not actually
built by Fein, reflects his style.” (2)

“He designed hundreds of residential and commercial build-
ings in South Florida in the new Post-War Modern style. One
of his trademarks was a type of mirrored garden apartment
building, featuring two 2-story buildings joined at the front
by a marquee or gable roof, and framing a landscaped court-
yard. Most of Fein’s comfortably livable buildings are func-
tion extremely well in Miami Beach’s low scale multi- family
neighborhoods.” (7)

Fein’s firm designed a variety of structures including garden-
type and high-rise apartment buildings, motels, medical and
office buildings, banks, shopping centers, automobile show-

rooms and bowling alleys.

“Fein resisted interpretation of his work, but the most com-
pelling aspect is its often overt symbolism in contrast to the
prevailing aesthetic of structural expression, Fein chose to
emphasize decorative or purely symbolic elements, like the
thickly articulated but structurally un-necessary eaves and

delta angles.” (3)

TOP PHOTO: GILBERT FEIN
MIDDLE PHOTO 777 17th STREET (10)
LOWER PHOTO: 1674 MERIDIAN OFFICE BUILDING (10)
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GILBERT FEIN ARCHITECT

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS INCLUDE:

GILBERT M. FEIN NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICT,
MIAMI BEACH, FL 2002 (1)

777 SEVENTEEN STREET MIAMI BEACH 1959 (1)

DECO PALM APARTMENTS, MIAMI BEACH

6930 RUE VERSAILLES, MIAMI BEACH, FL 1958 (1)

350 SOUTH SHORE DRIVE WITH MORTON FELLMAN 1954 (1)

275-301 SOUTH SHORE DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, FL 1953 (1)

125-35 NORTH SHORE DRIVE, MIAMI BEACH, FL 1953 (1)

TEMPLE MENORAH, 620 75th STREET, MIAMI BEACH, FL 1951
W/ ADDITION BY MORRIS LAPIDUS 1960 (1)

1900 LIBERTY AVENUE TUXEDO PARK APARTMENTS 1951

750 OCEAN DRIVE THE STARLITE MIAMI BEACH, FL 1952

2140 PARK AVENUE PARK APARTMENTS 1955

900 OCEAN DRIVE EASTERN SUN 1952

844 OCEAN DRIVE CASA GRANDE 1958

2445 | AKE PANCOAST DRIVE 1956

1034 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE 1958

2829 INDIAN CREEK DRIVE CLEARVIEW TOWERS 1973

7715 HARDING AVENUE OCEAN SURF APARTMENTS 1959

830-850 BRUCE STREET 1958

7291 GARY AVENUE 1958

6930 RUE VERSAILLES DECO PALMS APARTMENTS 1958

800 OCEAN DRIVE THE NEWS CAFE

1674 MERIDIAN AVENUE OFFICE BUILDING

ST REGIS CONDOMINIUM, BAY HARBOR ISLANDS (12)

SUTTON PLACE APARTMENTS, NORTH MIAMI BEACH (12)

HARBOR HOUSE, CAPE CORAL (12)

IMPERIAL TOWERS, TITUSVILLE, FL (12)

SUNSHINE TOWERS, MIAMI BEACH, FL (12)

CARIBBEAN VILLAGE APARTMETNS, SOUTH MIAMI HEIGHTS (12)

KENDALL PARK APARTMENTS, SOUTH DADE COUNTY, MIAMI, FL (12)

RAMADA INN, OCCOA BEACH, FL (12)

RAMADA INN, GAINESVILLE, FL (12)

UNIVERSITY INN, BOCA RATON, FL (12)

BIRD BOWL, BOWLING ALLEY, MIAMI, FL (12)

CONGRESS BOWL BOWLING ALLEY, MIAMI, FL (12)

PALM SPRINGS (BOWLING) LANES, HIALEAH (12)

IMPERIAL BOWL BOWLING ALLEY, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL (12)

GILBERT M. FEIN NEIGHBORHOOD CONSERVATION DISTRICT

was created by the City of Miami Beach and local citizen activists in

2002 to recognize the contributions of Gilbert Fein to the architec-
tural fabric of the city. This neighborhood is composed of approxi-
mately 19 two-story multi-family apartment buildings and was one
of the first planned unit / multi-family apartment developments in
the country. In 2000 the western portion of the neighborhood was
redeveloped into the Capri condominiums. A Conservation Dis-
trict permits demolition of existing structures and construction of
up to six stories. However any new construction must conform to
the historic footprints of these existing buildings while providing

parking per Code.
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TOP PHOTO: TEMPLE MENORAH (10)
MIDDLE PHOTO: STARLITE HOTEL (11)
GILBERT FEIN CONSERVATION DISTRICT 2002 (10)

BOUNDED BY BAY ROAD, +LINCOLN TERRACE +
16th STREET + BISCAYNE BAY. IN MIAMI BEACH
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ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

FIRST FLOOOR PLAN
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ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

SECOND + THIRD FLOOR PLAN
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