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This Mid-Century Modern building was originally built in 1958 on the oceanfront of 
Collins Avenue between 68

th
 and 69

th
 Streets on Lots 1-6, Block B of the Corrected 

Atlantic Heights subdivision. The Building Card #7361 shows the original Owner as The 
Carillon Hotel, the architect as Norman M. Giller & Associates, and the General 
Contractor as Cal Kovens Construction Corp. 
 
The owner and developer of the Carillon Hotel was Carol Management Corp. which was 
controlled by Alfred Kaskel, a New York developer. The company and the hotel were 
named after his daughter, Carol. Alfred Kaskel also developed the Doral Hotel in Miami 
Beach and the Doral Country Club northwest west of Miami International Airport. The 
name “Doral” was derived by combining Mr. Kaskel’s first name with his wife’s first 
name, Dora. In turn, the City of Doral derived its name from the country club around 
which the City developed. 
 
Norman M. Giller, FAIA (1918 – 2008) was a prominent and prolific Post-War Miami 
Modern architect based in Miami Beach. His architecturally progressive structures were 
designed to be and remain ideally suited to their surroundings. His works contain the 
materials, technologies, and key elements that are the essence of Miami Modernism 
(MiMo). Along with Morris Lapidus and Albert Anis, Norman M. Giller is counted among 
MiMo’s great masters. His mark on the urban landscape of Miami Beach and South 
Florida is indelible. Significant Miami Beach works, in addition to the Carillon Hotel, 
include his own Giller Building, North Shore Community Center, Copa City Night Club, 
Hibiscus Masonic Temple, First Mortgage Investors Corporate Headquarters. Other 
major work in South Florida includes the original Diplomat Hotel in Hollywood, the 
Singapore Hotel in Bal Harbour, Homestead Air Force Base Family Housing, the 
Thunderbird Motel, Ocean Palm Motel and  InterAmerican National Bank in Sunny Isles 
Beach, as well as the College of Business Administration and the College of Education 
at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton. 
 
Norman M. Giller and Sarah Giller Nelson authored “Designing the Good Life – Norman 
M. Giller & the Development of Miami Modernism” (University Press of Florida) which 
includes a chapter on the Carillon Hotel and which is attached hereto. 
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The Carillon Hotel is a contributing building located in the North Beach Resort Historic 
District. 
 
The original Carillon Hotel opened in 1958 and was declared the Hotel of the Year. Its 
620 rooms made it the largest hotel in Miami Beach at its opening. From its opening 
until the late 1980’s, it was one of Miami Beach’s major hotels (along with the 
Fountainebleau, Eden Roc, Deauville, Doral, and Seville). It hosted its fair share of 
celebrities in the night club as well as guests. 
 
In the late 1980’s, the Carillon Hotel struggled with changes of ownership, the decline of 
the Miami Beach tourism, and the physical decline of the massive property. The hotel 
operation eventually closed. In the late 1990’s, the property was acquired by 
Transnational Development Inc. and major redevelopment plans were proposed for the 
property. The architect for the redevelopment was Architectonica, an international 
renowned design firm led by Bernardo Fort-Brescia and headquartered in Miami. In 
addition to renovations to the existing hotel tower, two additional towers were proposed 
for hotel rooms and condominium apartments. The expansion plans included the 
controversial demolition of the original grand lobby, night club, pool deck, and lower 
level shops. In 1998, a development order was approved by the City of Miami Beach for 
the massive new plan.  
 
A successor developer, WSG Development, ultimately proceeded with approved 
construction plans and completed the project in 2008. WSG brought in the well-known 
wellness and spa group, Canyon Ranch, to brand and manage the property. Thereafter, 
the property was re-named the Canyon Ranch Miami Beach. The property operated as 
a mixed use of apartments, hotel, and health spa. The owner/developer, WSG fell into 
bankruptcy soon after the Great Recession began and lost the property to the lender. 
 
In 2015, the current owner, Z Capital Florida Resort LLC acquired the property from the 
lender. They terminated the management agreement with Canyon Ranch and 
embarked upon plans to revive the icon Carillon Miami Beach brand. The current plans 
are being prepared by Giller & Giller, Inc. (formerly Norman M. Giller & Associates), the 
original architect. 
 
City records do not contain the original building plans from 1957. However, the original 
plans are in the archives of Giller & Giller, Inc. The 1990’s plans, which are quite 
voluminous, are in the City records.  
 
The exterior design of the major expansion completed in 2007 added two large towers 
on the north and south of the original hotel tower in a turn of the century Modern 
design. The original hotel tower was restored with impact glass fenestration similar to 
the original distinctive mullion pattern. A large rooftop curved element was added the 
hotel tower (to conceal equipment) which changed the roof line of the hotel. The original 
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iconic concrete folded plate and round columned porte-cochere was retained. The 
original vertical folded plate iconic design element defining the large night club elevation 
was demolished. The new construction recalled the design element with new cladding 
on the 6 story spa building that connects the hotel tower with the new apartment south 
tower. The main porte-cochere under the spa wing includes a metal grille work 
duplicating the original lobby aluminum screen surrounding the grand stair to the lower 
level shops, coffee shop, and pool deck. As a result of the demolition of the huge 
original lobby, the remaining current lobby only retains the original front desk and the 
meeting room balcony overlook at the Mezzanine above (with the distinctive original 
metal grille work elements). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ira D. Giller, A.I.A. 
President 
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