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June 21, 2022 
 
 
 
Historic Resource Report 
The Commodore Hotel 
1360 Collins Avenue 
Miami Beach, FL 33139 
 
 
Legal Description:  Lot 1, Block 27, Ocean Beach Addition No. 2 Subdivision, as recorded 

in Plat Book 2 at Page 56 of the public records of Miami-Dade County, 
Florida 

 
Year Built: 1939 
 
Original Architect: Henry Hohauser 
 
 Henry Hohauser (1895-1963) was born in New York, and 

studied architecture at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York 
before coming to Florida in 1932. He is known for his Art Deco 
architecture stylings and is listed as a "Great Floridian"; in 1993, 
he was ranked as one of the 100 most influential people in 
South Florida history by The Miami Herald. Features of his work 
include symmetry on the front elevation, Art Deco stylings such 
as a ziggurat or stepped roofline, glass bricks, curved edges, 
and neon lighting. He designed more than 300 homes, 
apartment buildings, hotels, stores, restaurants and theaters. 

 
Building Description: The Commodore is a 3-story hotel building in the Art Deco style 

with Streamlined Moderne influence, designed by Architect 

Henry Hohauser and built by General Builders (Theodore Klein) 
 

 Its design is composed by continuous eyebrows rounded at 
the northeast corner to follow the shape of the building with 
pronounced horizontal banding at every floor level at the 
cornice and below second and third floor level windows. As 
decorative elements the architect used Porthole-shaped 
ornamentation (concentric low-relief circles), porthole 
windows at porch level, glass block ornamentation in the low 
wall at ground level, and a slightly stepped ziggurat parapet 
roofline at rounded building corner with the "Commodore" 
signage. There is a single-story, wrap-around open porch 
characterized by an integrated roof with round fluted stuccoed 
columns. The recessed porch extends the length of the east 
elevation and wraps around the building's northeast corner, 
extending slightly across the north elevation. 

                                   The building has a flat roof with 36” parapet walls. The 
structural system is concrete block stucco. The foundation 
system consists of spread footers. Exterior walls finishes are 
painted smooth stucco with stucco bands. 
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