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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
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HISTORY 
                    
The first platting of the land in Miami Beach was 
completed by the Ocean Beach Realty Company 
owned by the Lummus brothers, who had         
purchased 605 acres of as swamp land south of 
present day Lincoln Road from the Lum Plantation 
for a cost ranging from $150.00 to $12,500.00 per 
acre.  The platting of this land was included in the 
third addition of the plat in 1914 for the area    
between 5th and 14th Streets.  (17)

‘Between 1912 and 1918 the land form and infra-
structure of Miami Beach was created.  The first 
roads were installed in 1913, the first land fill   
completed in 1914…Lots were given away as a 
promotion..prospective buyers were brought to 
the island on boats departing from the Miami 
mainland every 30 minutes.’ (17)

‘The basic form and layout of the nominated    
district was established during the early platting of 
property between 1912 and 1916. (3)  ‘By 1935 
Miami Beach was ranked by Dun and Bradstreet 
ninth in the nation for new construction.’ (2) 

TOP:  RESIDENCES ON WASHINGTON AVENUE circa 
1920 (22)

MIDDLE: WASHINGTON AVENUE LOOKING NORTH 
circa    1928  FROM 11 STREET WITH FRENCH CA-
SINO AT RIGHT (22)

LOWER: AERIAL VIEW OF SOUTH BEACH CIRCA 1941
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ABOVE:  LOOKING NORTH ON WASHINGTON AVENUE 
circa 1920’S (22)

MIDDLE:  INTERIOR OF SAMETS KOSHER DELICATESSEN 
AT 737 WASHINGTON AVENUE (15)

BELOW:  COOKS BATHING CASINO, 1926 LOCATED AT 
FIFTH STREET AND OCEAN DRIVE.  (22)

As Ocean Drive and Collins Avenue more and more be-
came identified almost exclusively with the tourism in-
dustry - it was Washington Avenue that developed into 
the street serving as a bridge between the Ocean Drive 
/ Collins tourist corridor and the local Flamingo Park 
neighborhood.  

Washington Avenue was the street that increasingly 
served the local residents with grocery stores and banks 
and theaters and delicatessens and all types of retail 
establishments.  These local residents were also increas-
ingly Jewish and the neighborhood retail establishments 
reflected this ethnic majority.

Eventually a strong Jewish retail, institutional and resi-
dential presence manifested itself in Ocean Beach, espe-
cially along Washington and Collins Avenues and Ocean 
Drive. In the middle decades of the twentieth century, 
these streets were dotted with small Jewish businesses 
and apartments filled with Jewish tenants. 

“Washington Avenue..is lined with one-story stucco 
shop buildings on the east side, and taller hotel and 
bank structures on the west. The merchants of this     
varied and colorful neighborhood have long catered to 
an elderly Jewish population that is rapidly giving way 
to increasing numbers of Haitian and second-wave    
Cuban refugees.” (16)

The neighborhood was also located near to the ocean-
front just two blocks away, where there were several very 
large Bathing Casinos serving day-tourists arriving on 
the island.
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1927:  AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PUBLIC WORKS -CIRLE REPRESENTS FUTURE LOCATION OF PARIS THEATER
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1935 FRANKLIN SURVEY ATLAS - CIRCLE INDICATES FUTURE LOCATION FO PARIS THEATER
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GOOGLE MAPS 2019
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550 WASHINGTON AVENUE
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ADDRESSES:  550 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
  539 EUCLID AVENUE   
      
NAME:  VARIETY aka PARIS   
  aka NEW PARIS THEATER 
      
DATE OF CONSTRUCTION:  THEATER in1945  
  ADJOINING STORES in 1937

ARCHITECT:    HENTY HOHAUSER

ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:    MiMo  / MIAMI MODERN 

HISTORIC STATUS:    CONTRIBUTING

LOCATED IN THE:       
*  1979 National Register Miami Beach Architectural District 
*  1989 Miami Beach Flamingo Park Local Historic District 

There were no drawings available at the City of Miami Beach 
Building Department / Records Desk

550 Washington Avenue was designed by the noted Miami 
Beach Architect Henry Hohauser and opened originally as the 
Variety Theater on June 20, 1946 - as a classic movie revival 
theater.   

The opening double-featured movies were “Suspicion”  starring 
Cary Grant and “Bedtime Story” with Joan Fontaine,  Loretta 
Young & Fredric March as is seen at left in the photograph and 
the placard advertising. (1)  

With a minimal length of street footage along Washington    
Avenue the plan of the Variety aka Paris provides a long skinny 
entrance space very appropriate as a smaller pre-space to the 
grandness of the main space.

As can be seen in the photograph above, Hohauser originally 
designed wide vertical stucco stripes with softened edges at 
both sides of the marquee sign covering the entrance facade of 
the theater on Washington Avenue. These vertical stripes still 
remain are representative of the sensitive detailing as designed 
by Hohauser.  

The Building Card for the stores also contains pertinent pages 
relating to the theater.  Thus both Building Cards are included.  
On the 11th page of the Building Card for the stores (not the 
page number) in 1988 it talks about a “ticket booth which repre-
sents a unique architectural feature.”  Unfortunately there are 
no surviving drawings or photographs to show what this ticket 
booth looked like. 

At this same April 5, 1988 meeting it was discussed to provide 
“three trees in grates and a facade plan to provide visual inter-
est to the blank wall” along Euclid Avenue. It was also discussed 
to restore the then existing ceiling panels beneath the entry mar-
quee

TOP PHOTO:THE VARIETY THEATER ON OPENING NIGHT  
         
BELOW:: ADVERTISING PLACARD FOR OPENING NIGHT AT THE VARIETY 
THEATER
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HISTORIC POSTCARD ABOVE LOOKING NORTH ON WASHINGTON AVENUE FROM 5th STREET PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION 
OF THE VARIETY THEATER.

HISTORIC POSTCARD BELOW LOOKING NORTH ON WASHINGTON AVENUE FROM 5th STREET AFTER 1946 WITH THE 	 	
THE VARIETY THEATER VISIBLE AT LEFT.
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The photograph below shows the theater when it was still named the Variety 
Theater.  And judging from the automobiles this photos is likely from the early 
1960’s.  The movie “Hideout in the Sun” was distributed in 1960.

The Variety Theater was run by the small Florida movie house chain of     
Claughton Theaters,  who ran a half dozen theaters in the Miami area. (15)  

According to the CMB Building Cards,  the Claughtons were the Developers 
and Owners of the theater building with Henry Hohauser as the Architect,  
while Henry Hohauser is listed as the Owner and Architect of the stores flanking 
the theater. 

The CMB Historic Database File card states that these buildings also housed 
the Architectural Studio of Henry Hohauser and that the “marquee massing is a 
clean geometric compilation emphasizing verticality with flutes” - referring to 
the original facade design at either side of the marquee which remains.

The verticality of the fluted columns at either side of the marquee sign - are the 
direct opposite of the horizontality of the adjoining two story retail / office 
block to the south of the theater.  Hohauser integrates the designs of both 
buildings into a single unified building composition.  

The Claughton chain was cut off from running first-run movies, since these were 
essentially controlled by the larger Wometco and Paramount movie theater 
chains.  However the Claughton chain was able to run mostly RKO and         
Republic films. (2)

PARIS THEATER
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LEFT: Miami Herald column: On With the 
Show by Bob Fredericks, September 8, 
1942.    This article pre-dates the Variety 
Theater.  Rather it describes the foresight 
and luck of Ed Claughton in opening their 
Royal Theater in downtown Miami which    
began the double-bill movie attractions - 
which soon became very popular.. 

PARIS THEATER
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ABOVE: Variety Theater at opening in 1946 with original seating configuration..           

BELOW is the renamed Paris Theater circa later 1990’s with an event set-up inside the space.  The balcony remains - with the seating re-

moved.  (Courtesy Bill Hansen Event Productions).  This visual juxtaposition is instructive as to the true volume of this enormous space.

PARIS THEATER
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The Claughtons had initially discovered with their recently 
opened and very successful Royal Theater in downtown 
Miami, that audiences enjoyed viewing previously         
released classic movies and also liked double features. (3)

The 1,200-seat entertainment hall, at 550 Washington 
Ave., has been adaptively re-used for most of its history.   
Beginning with the Variety Theatre showing movies ini  
the 1940s through the 1960s and then later re-purposed 
by various owners into an adult movie house, a nightclub, 
and a photography and film studio. (7)

LEFT PHOTO: State-of-the-Art projection booth at 1946 
Variety  Theater opening.
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By the 1960’s things were changing. The Variety aka Paris 
Theater was again re-purposed into the New Paris Theater 
as an an adult movie house.  It later became a nightclub, 
and later morphed into a photography and film studio as 
well as part-time disco..

On October 13, 1961 the theater was renamed the New 
Paris Theater, re-opening with a triple-bill Adult program.  

This later became the Paris Theater.  After sitting  vacant 
for nearly a decade it became a video / film production stu-
dio for Big Time Productions. (4)

The exterior sign was noted as being changed on the      
Building Card in 1961 to read : “Remodel existing sign by 
replacing two letters..to read  ‘New Paris.’ 

“Owner Eugene Rodriguez bought the 25,589-square-foot 
structure in 1992 for less than $1 million and transformed it 
into a studio for the film and photo industry (5).      
        
The historic Paris Theater in Miami Beach was recently on 
the market in 2015 for $23 million.”  (6)

“When Rodriguez took over the building, it had been 
empty for several years. Before that, it was used as a night-
club called the Paris Moderne and as a blue movie house. 
A photo from 1981 shows the Paris’ marquee offering two 
films, one with a female cast and another all male.” (14)

PARIS THEATER
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TOP LEFT: Marquee 

close-up (9)

TOP RIGHT: STREET 

SCENE (10)

PHOTO BELOW: Aerial view of building with 
marquee on Washington Avenue at lower 
right hand corner.

In the early 2000's the theater became a 
high-end nightclub called Bamboo. The 
space holds 350 persons at a seated dining 
event and 1,200 persons legally.

The venue still features rooftop studios for 
photoshoots and production. Brands such as 
Polo Ralph Lauren, Vogue, Armani and Aber-
crombie and Fitch shoot here regularly

PARIS THEATER
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THE THEATER ROOFTOP CONTAINS MANY STRUCTURES AND STAIRS ESPECIALLY SUITABLE FOR   

PHOTOSHOOTS..  (23)
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When the theater opened n 1946 the name ‘Variety’ was high-
lighted on the marquee.  

As the name was changed from the original ‘Variety’ Theater to 
the ‘Paris’ Theater,  some of the existing letters were re-used in 
the new sign.  And a symbolic Eiffel Tower was later added be-
low the theater name.

“In the ’90s, when Miami’s fashion and film industries were riding 
high, artists such as Madonna, U2, J. Lo, Christina Aguilera and 
Ricky Martin shot album covers and music videos there.  Major 
photographers such as Helmut Newton, Herb Ritz, Patrick       
Demarchelier, and Bruce Weber shot campaigns for major   
fashion magazines and world renowned fashion designers using 
supermodels of the era to create their content.“  (8)

“The Paris was a hot location in the ’90s when Miami’s fashion 
and film industries were riding high. Madonna, U2 and the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers shot album covers and music videos there. As 
those businesses died down, Rodriguez rented out the space for 
events and parties. On the weekends, it became a go-to night-
spot called Club Bamboo.” (13)

The Paris Theater marquee sign is typical of many Miami Beach 
theaters, as can be seen through photographs of other theaters 
elsewhere in this report.   Having been designed in 1946 it is 
much more streamlined in style than previous marquee signs on 
other theaters.

On the CMB Historic Database File card it states that these build-
ings also housed the Architectural Studio of Henry Hohauser and 
that the “marquee massing is a clean geometric compilation em-
phasizing verticality with flutes” - referring to the original facade 
design at either side of the marquee. 

The file also states that the original Eiffel Tower signage is miss-
ing from the Paris marquee and also that “the horizontal bands 
evoke tropical motif of water with geometric zig-zags.” (20). 
These bands can be seen in the photograph from 1996 at left at 
the very  top of the retail building.  The wavy bands below are 
the awnings.

There is a long history in Miami Beach featuring these types of 
decorative bands on buildings. Beginning as stone bands like 
601 Washington - these designs evolved during the 1930’s into 
raised wavy patterns such as these designed by Hohauser.  

The file also states that the original Eiffel Tower signage is miss-
ing from the Paris marquee and that “the horizontal bands evoke 
tropical motif of water with geometric zig-zags.” (20). This can be 
seen in the photograph at left from 1996.  And it is not definite 
whether the Eiffel Tower was original to the Paris sign or was 
added at a later date.  

PARIS THEATER
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HENRY HOHAUSER ARCHITECT
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Henry Hohauser was born on May 27, 1895 in New York, New 
York and died on March 31, 1963 in Lawrence, New York.     
Hohauser was one of the three major Architects in Miami Beach 
during the 1930’s - 1940’s  who gave form and spirit to Art Deco 
architecture along with the Architects L. Murray Dixon and Albert 
Anis.

Hohauser studied at the Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York    
before coming to Florida in 1932. Features of his work include 
symmetry on the front elevation, Art Deco stylings such as a ziggu-
rat or stepped roofline, glass bricks, curved edges, and neon 
lighting.[19] plus a great sense of architectural style.

He designed more than 300 homes, apartment buildings, hotels, 
stores, restaurants and theaters.[5]   Many are now protected by 
the Miami Art Deco Preservation Society's efforts, particularly the 
late Barbara Baer Capitman.

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS IN MIAMI BEACH:    
Cardozo Hotel (1939), 1300 Ocean Drive          
Colony Hotel (1935) 736 Ocean Drive.     
Century Hotel (1939) 140 Ocean Drive    
Collins Plaza (1936) 318 20th Street, Miami Beach FL   
Collins Park Hotel (1939), 2000 Park Ave    
Crescent Apartments  (1941) 1420 Ocean Drive   
Davis  Hotel (1941)        
Edison Hotel (1935) 960 Ocean Dr      
Essex House Hotel (1938) 1001 Collins Avenue    
Governor Hotel (1939) 435 21st Street    
Neron Hotel, (1940) 1110 Drexel Ave.    
Novick (1937), 610 Jefferson Avenue     
Parc Vendome Apartments (1936) 736 13th Street   
Park Central Hotel (1937) 640 Ocean Drive,     
Park Washington Resort      
1020 6th Street Apartments      
5363 LaGorce Drive in Miami Beach      
1610-1612 Pennsylvania Avenue, Miami Beach     
Beth Jacob Social Hall and Congregation w/H. Fraser Rose at              
301 + 311 Washington Avenue; Jewish Museum of FL/ FIU 

TOP LEFT:    
COLLINS PARK HOTEL

MIDDLE LEFT:    
CENTURY HOTEL

LOWER LEFT:    
PARC VENDOME (23)

LOWER RIGHT:    
GRACE & HENRY   
HOHAUSER
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FRONT FACADE AND MARQUEE TOWER 

ALONG WASHINGTON AVENUE (23)
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ABOVE:  LOBBY ENTRANCE CORRIDOR  (23)

RIGHT: HOLDING BACK THE DRAPERIES TO VIEW ONE OF THE 

EIGHT HISTORIC MOVIE POSTER FRAMES SPACED ALONG THE 

SOUTH ELEVATION WALL OF THE ENTRANCE CORRIDOR (23)
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LOBBY LOUNGE  PRE-SPACE WITH ORIGINAL DETAILING 

AT HANDRAILS AND FLUTED COLUMNS. (23)
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HISTORIC INTERIOR DETAILING AT THE LOBBY LOUNGE PRE-SPACE   

ALSO LIKELY INCLUDES:  

TOP LEFT: WALL COLUMN FLUTING AND HANDRAIL DETAILING (23)  

TOP RIGHT:  CEILING SOFFIT FLUTING WHICH MATCHES THE FLUTING AT 

  HANDRAILS.(23)      

LOWER RIGHT:  LIKELY NON-ORIGINAL HANDRAILS ABOVE LOBBY  

  LOUNGE PRE SPACE BAR. (23)    

LOWER LEFT: CARVED GEOMETRIC DOORWAY ARCH. (23)
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ENTERING THE FORMER THEATER SPACE WITH CURVED FRONT BALCONY AT RIGHT (23)
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ABOVE:  STANDING AT THE CENTER OF 

THE FORMER STAGE AREA LOOKING 

BACK TOWARDS THE BALCONY WHICH IS 

STILL EXISTING AND NOW CLAD WITH 

MIRRORS AND MOLDINGS.  (23) 

     

      

LEFT: LOOKING TOWARDS THE SOUTH 

WALL OF THE FORMER THEATER.  THIS IS 

THE ELEVATION PROPOSED FOR NEW 

OPENINGS INTO THE KITCHEN    

AREAS.(23)
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THE FORMER SECOND LEVEL MEZZANINE SPACE NOW LEVELED (23)
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ONE OF THE ROOFTOP STRUCTURES FOR PHOTOSHOOTS. (23)
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ABOVE: VIEW LOOKING WEST AT SECOND LEVEL POR-

TICO SPACE. (23)     

        

BELOW: ACCESSIBLE AUTOMOBILE DRIVEWAY FROM 

EUCLID AVENUE LOOKING EAST. (23)
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ABOVE:  LOOKING NW FROM EUCLID AVENUE WITH SOUTH ELEVATION AT RIGHT AND WEST ELEVATION 

AT LEFT. (23)

BELOW:  LOOKING SW FROM EUCLID AVENUE WITH NORTH ELEVATION AT LEFT AND WEST ELEVATION AT 

RIGHT. (23)
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TOP LEFT: CAMEO THEATER, (1938). NE corner Espanola Way & Collins 

  Avenue,   (Adaptively re-used as nightclub))   

TOP MIDDLE: CARIBE THEATER  (1950) South side of Lincoln Road     

  between  Collins & Washington Avenues. (Demolished)   

TOP RIGHT: REGAL CINEMA at LINCOLN CENTER THEATERS - 18  

  screen Multiplex built in 1998.  Lincoln Road at  Alton Rd 

MIDDLE LEFT: FRENCH CASINO SUPPER CLUB: (1935)  (Originally the  

  Cinema Theater and adaptively re-used as nightclub)  

  East side Washington Avenue between 12th & 13th  

  Streets. The landmark marquee sign tower was never  

  replaced after it toppled over in 1984.      

MIDDLE RIGHT: COLONY THEATER  (1935)  Lincoln Road at Lenox  

  Avenue (Historic photo during World War II.)   

NEAR LEFT: PARIS THEATER  (1946)      

FAR LEFT:  FLAMINGO THEATER (1946) 320 Lincoln Road (demolished)

PARIS THEATER



MIAMI BEACH CINEMA THEATERS

TOP LEFT PHOTO: COMMUNITY THEATER (1924) formerly located at NW corner Lincoln 

Road & Michigan Avenue (Demolished) This was the first movie cinema in Miami Beach. The awnings are located at the retail stores with the en-

trance to the theater at center.

MIDDLE LEFT PHOTO:  BISCAYNE PLAZA THEATER  (1926) formerly located at SW corner of Collins Ave &  Biscayne Street. (Demolished)  The 

second movie theater in Miami Beach. Formerly located  on SW corner of Collins Avenue & Biscayne Street. (Demolished) seated 1,500 people 

LOWER LEFT PHOTO:  LINCOLN THEATER (1936) at Lincoln Road & Pennsylvania Avenue,  Grand opening featuring the movie  ‘Backstreet”. The 

theater has been renovated into retail stores.  However the sloped seating remains intact beneath the new flat floors installed. 

UPPER RIGHT PHOTO: ROXY THEATER (1967). (now an adult movie theater) 

LOWER RIGHT PHOTO: BEACH THEATER (1941) Formerly located at 420 Lincoln Road. (Demolished for retail stores) 

PARIS THEATER
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MIAMI BEACH CINEMA THEATERS

CINEMA THEATER aka FRENCH CASINO SUPPER CLUB  

        

1988 interior photographs by Steven Brooke from ‘Deco 

Delights’ showing the re-constructed details from the   

original Casino Theater.   When the nightclub ‘Club 1235’ 

was installed within the former French Casino theater in 

the 1980’s - they ‘sought to bring back some of the crafts-

manship and glamour of the original French Casino  of 

1936. ‘  The chandelier is noted as being original as is the 

staircase and railings.  (21)
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