
SIGNAGE ORDINANCE 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE CITY 
CODE, BY STRIKING IN ITS ENTIRETY CHAPTER 138, 
"SIGNS," AND REPLACING IT WITH A NEW, MODIFIED 
CHAPTER 138, ENTITLED "SIGNS;" BY AMENDING AND 
MODIFYING ALL EXISTING REGULATIONS FOR ALL SIGNS 
IN ALL DISTRICTS, INCLUDING GENERAL REQUIREMENTS, 
EXEMPT SIGNS, PROHIBITED SIGNS, PERMITTED SIGNS, 
NON-CONFORMING SIGNS, SPECIFIC DISTRICT SIGNS, 
SPECIFIC CONDITION SIGNS, TEMPORARY SIGNS, AND 
ARTISTIC OR SUPER GRAPHICS; PROVIDING FOR 
CODIFICATION; REPEALER; SEVERABILITY; AND AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, on February 10, 2016, at the request of Commissioner Arriola, the City 
Commission referred the subject Ordinance amendment to the Land Use and Development 
Committee; and, 

WHEREAS, on February 17, 2016, the Land Use and Development Committee 
continued the item to the March 30, 2016 meeting, and again to the April20, 2016 agenda; and 

WHEREAS, the Land Use and Development Committee recommended that the draft 
Ordinance be sent to the Planning Board for review; and 

WHEREAS, on August 23, 2016, the Planning Board reviewed and recommended in 
favor of the draft ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the American Planning Association (APA) recognizes that signs are an 
integral part of the character of a neighborhood, and being such, special care should be taken in 
the regulation and design of signs. Signs serve an important purpose in identifying businesses, 
commerce, buildings and sites. When properly designed and executed, signage can also 
accentuate the architecture of a building or structure; and 

WHEREAS, collectively, signage is a key component in place-making, giving an area a 
distinct feel. Signs are often times used informally as wayfinding landmarks, giving resident and 
visitors alike, a visual reference point to which be guided by; and 

WHEREAS, substandard sign regulations and poor sign design can negatively impact a 
neighborhood, contribute to urban blight and deter potential quality business; and 

WHEREAS, land development regulations should require appropriate signage in terms 
of overall size, placement and dimensions; and 

WHEREAS, additionally, sign regulations should promote, not constrict, design 
creativity; and 

WHEREAS, as noted in literature from the APA: "Care in the design of signs- both public 
and private-is seen as a part of a larger effort in improving the quality of various places within a 
community;" and 
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WHEREAS, the enforcement of sign regulations and design guidelines should be simple 
and straight the point; and 

WHEREAS, the draft ordinance was reviewed to ensure compliance with recent United 
States Supreme Court precedent, Reed v. Town of Gilbert, Arizona, 135 S.Ct. 2218 (2015), 
which requires municipalities to enact content neutral temporary sign regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance will modify Chapter 138 of the Land Development 
Regulations (LOR's) provides the City's existing signage regulations and minimum design 
standards for private properties; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed draft ordinance would modify Chapter 138 of the LOR's, in 
order to improve the overall design of exterior building signage, as well as streamline the 
approval process; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed modifications would complement the City's other efforts in 
streamlining the regulatory review process; and 

WHEREAS, the City Manager recommends approval of the new sign code. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COMMISSION OF 
THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1. Chapter 138 of the City Code, entitled "SIGNS," including all articles, all divisions 
and all sections, are hereby amended as follows: 

CHAPTER 138 

SIGNS 

Sec. 138-1. - Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to provide comprehensive regulations for signage within 
the City. The following regulations and standards are intended to permit signs that through will 
net l:ly their~ design, location, numeration and construction, will optimize communication. 
promote a sound healthy environment for housing and commerce, as well as preserve the 
architectural character of the city. nuFRI:ler er FRanner ef Elis13lay, enEianQer tl=ie l=iealtl=i, safety 
anEI Qeneral welfare ef tl=ie 13UI:llis er tl=le a1313earanse ef tl=le sity. It is alse tl=ie 13Ur13ese ef tl=iis 
sl=ia13ter te enseuraQe siQAS II=! at are arsl=litesturally aesll=ietis anEI G9FR13alil:lle will=! tl=ie l:luiiEiinQs 
they are plaseel eA, te reeluse traffis hai<!arels aAel te preserve the ri!Jhl ef free SJ:leesh" 
exersiseEI tl=ireu!JI=i tl=ie use ef si!jns. 
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Sec. 138-2.- Applicability & Severability 

The regulations in this chapter apply to all signs and are in addition to the regulations 
contained elsewhere in these land development regulations. Except for signs exempted in 
Section 138-4. all signs shall require permits. For the purposes of this chapter. "sign" or 
"signs" will include all associated supporting structures. 

Pursuant to the procedures and standards set forth in chapter 118. article VIII. the Board 
of Adjustment. Historic Preservation Board. or Design Review Board. as applicable. may grant 
a variance permitting the erection and maintenance of a sign which does not conform to the 
regulations set forth for maximum size. location or graphics. illustrations. and other criteria set 
forth in these land development regulations. 

Sec.~- 138-3.- General sign regulatiens Requirements. 

The reQlJiatiaRs iR this sha13ter a1313IY ta all siQRS aREI are iR aeeitiaR ta the reQlJiatiaRs 
saRtaiRee The following requirements shall apply to signs. in addition to provisions appearing 
elsewhere in these land development regulations. 

(1) Unless otherwise exempted in section 138-54. no sign shall be erected. constructed. 
posted. painted. altered, FNaiFtlaiFte€1, or relocated without the issuance of a building 
permit or planning permit. 

(2) Building permit applications shall be filed together with such drawing and specification 
as may be necessary to fully advise the city with the location. construction, materials. 
illumination. structure, numeration, design, and copy of the sign. 

(3) Structural features and electrical systems shall be in accordance with the requirements 
of the Florida Building Code. 

(4) No sign shall conflict with the corner visibility clearance requirements of section 142-
1135. 

(5) All signs. unless otherwise stipulated in this chapter. shall be located only upon the lot 
on which the business. residence special use. activity, service. product or sale is 
located. 

(6) All signs shall be maintained in good condition and appearance. 

(7) Any persons responsible for the erection or maintenance of a sign which fails to comply 
with the regulations of this chapter shall be subject to enforcement procedures as set 
forth in section 114-8. 

(8) No sign shall be approved for use unless it has been inspected and found to be in 
compliance with all the requirements of these land development regulations and 
applicable technical codes. 
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Ses. 138 3. Cede requirements. 

Slrllslllral ana safety featl.lres ana elestrisal systems shall l:le in asseraanse with the 
reql.lirements ef the Sellth Fleriaa Bllilain!J Ceae. Ne si!Jn shall l:le aJJJJrevea fer liSe llnless it 
has l:leen insJ)estea ana feline te l:le in semJJiianse with all the reql.lirements ef these lana 
ae•JeleJJment re!Jlllatiens ana aJJJJiisal:lle teshnisal seaes. 

Sec. 138-4.- Exempt signs. 

The following signs may be erected, posted or constructed without a permit but in 
accordance with the structural and safety requirements of the Selllh Florida Building Code 
and all other requirements of these land development regulations: 

(1) Official traffic signs or sign structures, or governmental information signs and 
provisional warning signs or sign structures, when erected or required to be erected by 
a governmental agency, and temporary signs indicating danger. 

(2) Historical markers approved by the historic preservation board. 
(3) Signs directing and guiding pedestrians and traffic and parking on private property, but 

bearing no advertising matter and not exceeding two m square feet in area. 
(4) Changing of the copy on a bulletin board, poster board, display encasement directory 

sign or marquee. 
(5) Signage on vehicles as authorized in section 138-1461. 
(a) laentifisatien ef a firm er its JJrinsiJJal pre9l!Gts en a vehisle eperatin!J 9llring the nermal 

hellrs ef l:lllsiness, eJEGeJJt as J)ermittea Jll.lrsl.lant te slll:lsestien (e), l:lelew; JJreviaea, 
Rewever, !Rat ne SIIGR veRisle shall lle JJ3rke9 en fllllllis er pri•1ate J)reJ)erty wiiR signs 
alta shea er J)lasea en sush •1ehisle fer the JlllrJ)ese ef aavertising a llllsiness er firm er 
sailing attentien te the lesatien ef a llllsiness er firm. 

(6) Signs that are al.ltherizea lln9er shaJJler 10 4 (e) ana !!A 279 ef the MetreJJelitan Ceae 
ef Oaae Cellnty. 

(7) Vehisles sarrying aavertising signs sealing with the sanaiaasy ef inaiviallals fer elestea 
effise. This eJEemJ)lien, he•A•ever, shall sease seven says after the sate ef IRe elestien 
in 'I.'Rish IRe persen was finally vetea llflen. 

(8) Vehisles sarrying aavertising signs, a8•1ertising J)repesitiens te l:le sllllmittea ana •1etea 
l!Jlen l:ly the JJeeple. This eJEemJ)lien, hewever, shall sease se\•en says after the sate ef 
the elestien in whish the JJreJJesitien aavertisea was finally vetea l!Jlen. 

(Q) Vehisles whish reql.lire ge•1ernmental iaentifisatien, markings, er insignias ef a lesal, 
state, er feaeral ge•1ernmental agensy. 

(1 Q) All ether si!Jns en vehisles aavertising a llllsiness er firm shall ee rem eves er 
severea when the vehisle is J)arkea en Jllll:llis er JJrivate J)reJ)erty. 

(11) All allewal:lle si!Jns en vei'lisles wi'lisi'l are remeval:lle are te l:le reme•1ea 9l.lring 
nenl:lusiness Rel.lrs. 

f1-2t 
@l__Temporary signs authorized by artisle IV ef this si'laJ)ter Section 138-131, which are 

composed of paper, cardboard, plastic film or other similar material and are affixed 
directly to a window. 

(7} Address signs, not to exceed one (1} per street frontage, maximum two (2} square feet in 
area. Copy shall be limited to the address of the property. 
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SeG. 138 6. l!reGtion ef signs in speGial Gases. 
P~rs~ant te tRe presec:l~res ana stanc:larc:ls set fertR in shaater 11!!, artisle VIII, tRe sears 

ef aEij~stment may !jrant a varianse permitlin!l the erestien ana maintenanse ef a Si!ln whisR 
sees net senferm te IRe re€J~Iatiens ef this sestien. Flewever, varianses SRall enly se 
sensic:lerec:l fer nensenfermity as te ma*im~m sii!e, lesatien er €Jraphiss ana ill~stratiens ana 
where s~sR re€J~Iatiens Rave seen estaslishea sy these lana aevelepment re!l~latiens. In 
sases wRere ne applisasle spesifis re€J~Iatien has seen estaslisl=lec:l, all si€Jn permit 
applisatiens shall se revie•Nec:l sy IRe 9esi€Jn re•1iew sears p~rs~ant te the presea~res set fertR 
in shapter 11 !!, artisle VI. 

Sec. 138 71. 138-5- General Advertising. Prohibited signs and sign devices. 

(a) No general advertising sign shall be constructed, erected, used, operated or 
maintained in the city. 

(b) Pennants, banners, streamers, and all other fluttering, spinning or similar type signs 
and advertising devices are prohibited except as provided in s~ssestien 138 721111, sections 
138-137 and 138-139. and subsection 82-411(d) and seGtien 138 204. Any nonconforming 
pennant. banner. streamer, fluttering or spinning device, flag or flagpole that is destroyed by 
storm or other cause, shall be removed immediately and shall not be replaced with another 
such nonconforming flag, sign or device. 

(c) No sign shall be constructed, erected, used, operated, or maintained so as to display 
intermittent lights, to move or revolve. 

(d) No sign shall be constructed, erected, used, operated or maintained which uses the 
word "Stop" or "Danger" or presents or implies the need or requirement for stopping, or the 
existence of danger, or which is a copy or imitation of an official sign. This provision regarding 
the words "Stop" and "Danger" does not apply when the words are a part of attraction titles for 
a broadcast motion picture, theatre event, opera or concert, or when they are used in 
descriptive lines of advertising, so long as they are not used to stimulate, copy or imply any 
official traffic warning, either for vehicles or for pedestrians. 

(e) No sign shall be constructed, erected, used, operated or maintained so as to provide a 
background of colored lights blending with the traffic signals to the extent of confusing a 
motorist when viewed from a normal approaching position of a vehicle at a distance of 25 to 
300 feet. 

(f) No sign shall be attached or otherwise applied to trees, utility poles, bus benches, 
trash receptacles, or any other unapproved supporting structures. 

(g) No sign attached to a vehicle may be illuminated when such vehicle is parked in the 
public right-of-way. 
Ne si!Jn sRall ha•1e spinnin!l c:levises, er strin!IS ef spinnin!J c:levises, er etRer similar c:levises. 
(h) Signs which are not securely affixed to the ground, or otherwise affixed in a permanent 
manner to an approved supporting structure, shall be prohibited. 
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(i) Except as otherwise permitted by these land development regulations, no sign 
indicating the presence of an accessory commercial use in a hotel, apartment-hotel, or 
apartment building located in a residential district shall be constructed, erected, used, 
operated, or maintained so as to be visible from a public street, walk, or other public way. 

(j) Pole signs and roof signs are not permitted, except for pole signs which are associated 
with filling stations as provided in section 138-2().1.56. Legal nonconforming roof and pole 
signs may be repaired only as provided in section 138--t-055. 

(k) Freestanding or sandwich signs shall not be located outside of a building. 

(I) Signs on umbrellas, tables, chairs and any other furniture or fixtures associated with 
outdoor cafes or sidewalk cafes are prohibited; except that signs on sidewalk cafe umbrellas 
may be permitted as provided for in_sestieR !!2 :3!!4 these land development regulations. 

(m) 0Riy eRe tielevision2 FReRiter or similar device2, displaying seRiiR~e~sly j:llayiR§ j:lre 
reseraea viaees er live j:lre§raFRFRiR§ images of any kind is are not permitted to be located 
within the first ten feet of a storefront~, exsej:lt that retail stares re§~larly iR the e~siRess ef 
selliR§ tele·.•isieR sets, aRa televisieR st~aies pessessiR§ all aj:lj:lrepriale feaeral, state aRa 
lesal liseRses te ereaasast FRay aisplay FRere thaR eRe tele•1isieR FReRiter. 

Sec. 1311 11. 138-6 - Removal required. 

(a) All si§RS shall ee FRaiRtaiRea iR §eea seRaitieR aRa al'll'learaRse. ARy perseRs 
resj:leRsiele fer the erestieR er FRaiRteRaRse ef a si§R whish fails te seFRply with this re§~latieR 
er aRy ether re§~latieR ef this shaJlter shall ee s~l:ljest te eRferseFReRI Jlresea~res as set ferth 
iR sestieR 114 !!. 

(b) Any sign previously associated with a vacated premises shall either be removed from 
the preFRises ey the ewRer er lessee Ret later lhaR six FRBRths freFR the tiFRe s~sh astivity 
seases te exist, or s~sA si§RS si'lall ee altered er res~rfasea ey tl'le ewRer er lessee witAiR the 
saFRe six FReRtA tiFRe Jleriea, so that the sign no longer displays letters, R~FRerals, syFReels, 
fi§~res, aesi§RS, er aRy etl'ler aevises fer the visual seFRFR~RisatieR aspects that pertain to 
the activity formerly associated with the vacated premises. by the owner or lessee not later 
than six (6) months from the time such activity ceases to exist. 

(c) The building official may initiate proceedings that result in the removal of any sign 
erected or maintained without a permit. 

(d) In any district where a sign does not comply with the prov1s1ons of these land 
development regulations and has not received a building permit, such sign and any supporting 
structures other than a building shall be removed~ Ret later tAaR twa years freFR Osteeer 1, 
19!!9. S~I'JJl9rtiR§ str~st~res fer R9RGeRferFRiR§ si§RS shall ee reFRevea wheR the si§R is 
reFRevea. 

(e) Notwithstanding the foregoing, the planning director, or designee, may waive the 
requirement for the removal of a sign, regardless of the permit status, if the sign is determined 
to be historic or architecturally significant. 
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ill The code compliance department shall inquire of the planning director, or designee, 
prior to the issuance of any violation of this section, whether a waiver has been or will be 
issued pursuant to this section. 

Sec. 138-9.- Yard requirements. 

(a) Unless otherwise specified in these regulations, all signs shall comply with the yard 
requirements of the district in which they are located. 
(b) No sign, portable or otherwise, is to be placed or located to conflict with the vision 
clearance requirements of section 142-1135. 
(c) Detached signs shall have the following setback requirements: 

(1) Front yard: 10 feet. 
(2) Interior side yard: 7.5 feet. 
(3) Side yard facing a street: 10 feet. 

ARTICLE II. - ADMINISTRATION DESIGN STANDARDS. WINDOW. AWNING. WALL, 
PROJECTING, AND DETACHED !MONUMENT) SIGNS 

Sec. 138-13.- General sign requirements and design standards 

The following standards shall apply to all signs unless otherwise exempted in this chapter or 
these land development regulations. 

(1) Direct access to the street or waterway from the licensed establishment is 
required for a sign that faces a public right of way or waterway. 

(2) Signs shall front a street or waterway. Signs may be permitted to front 
alleys where the alley frontage provides a means of public entrance. or is 
adjacent to a parking lot or garage. 

(3) Signs located above the ground floor shall be limited to the name of the 
building or the use that encompasses the largest amount of floor area in the 
building. 

(4) Electrical conduit. support structures. receptacle boxes. or any other 
operational devices associated with a sign shall be designed in such a manner 
as to be visually unnoticeable. 

(5) Sign copy for main business signs, with the exception of window signs, 
shall be limited to licensed permitted uses. 

(6) Only one Wall. Projecting, or Detached sign shall be permitted per 
allowed frontage for each principal or licensed accessory use, unless otherwise 
allowed in this chapter. 

(7) All signs shall be subject to design review procedures. 
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The following diagram shows an example of the signs described within this article: 

IT'·· 

r 
t 

• Sec. 438-7. 138-14- Window signs. 

(a) In addition to other permitted signs, in the MXE aistrist er any licensed commercial 
establishments aistrist, are permitted one sign is ~errnittea on one window or door with copy 
limited to the address, phone number and hours of operation. in accordance with the 
following: 

ill The size of the numerals for the address shall not exceed six @ inches 
in height aoo 

m !The numerals and letter size for the phone number and hours of 
operation shall not exceed two gl_inches in height, exse~t than an 
"e~en"/"slesea" si!'JA, ill~oJrninatea er nen ill~oJFAinatea shall ee ~errnittea. 
S~oJsh "epen"/"slesea" Si!'JA shall net exseea twe (2) S(1~oJare feet, letters 
shall Ret eJcseea twelve (12) inshes iA hei!jht, ana shall ee Slll:ljest te the 
aesi!jA review ~resess. 

(bt 
(3) The name of the establishment may be repeated more than once 

subject to design review approval. The letters shall not exceed six @ 
inches in height. The a!j!jre!jate area ef the aeeve si!jAS shall net 
exseea five ~ersent ef the tetal !!lass winaew area ana seer area. 
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(b) An "open"/"closed" sian. illuminated or non-illuminated shall be permitted. Such 
"open"/" closed" sign shall not exceed two (2) square feet. letters shall not exceed 12 inches in 
height. and shall be subject to the design review process. 

(c) The aggregate area of the above signs of this section shall not exceed five (5) percent 
of the total glass window area and door area. 

(d) When there are no other signs associated with the use, the main permitted sign or 
signs may be located on the window with a total aggregate size not to exceed 20 square feet, 
sxss131 in IRS TC 1 ana TC 2 aislrists WRiGR SA all es gevsrnsa ey ssslien 1 JB 174. 

(e) Restaurants may also have a menu board besides other signs provided herein. When 
a menu board is affixed to a window, it shall be limited to an area of three .Ql_square feet. If a 
menu display case is affixed to the building wall, it shall be limited to an overall area of four 
square feet. 

(f) Commercial uses may also have one f1l._establishment services identification sign 
located on one ill window or door with letters no higher than two @ inches and a total area 
of two m square feet. 

(g) Commercial establishments that offer for sale or lease products which are not located 
on the premises (e.g., real estate) may place up to three .Ql display board type signs on the 
window. Such display boards shall be limited to six ,{§Lsquare feet each and are subject to 
design review approval. 

Ses. 138 &. Sec. 138-15.- Signs located on the valance and underside of awnings or 
canopies. 

(a) Signs under awnings or canopies. In all districts except RS (1-4), and ~in addition to 
other permitted signs, a one (1 l non-illuminated sign, not exceeding three .Ql_square feet in 
area with letters not exceeding six @Linches in height, hanging from the underside of an 
awning or canopy with a minimum height clearance of seven feet six inches (7'6") is 
permitted"' eXGSI'JI in IRS TC 1 ana TC 2 aislrisls '.VRiGR sl:lall 13s gevsrnsa ey ssslien 1 JB 174. 

(b) Signs on the valance of an awning or canopv. For purposes of this section. a valance 
is defined as that vertical portion of the awning that hangs down from the structural brace. 
Signs on other surface areas of an awning. canopy or roller curtain are not permitted. 

In all districts except RS (1-4). and in addition to other permitted signs. GQne l1l..sign on the 
valance of an awning or canopy may also be permittedi in accordance with the following: 

1.., tihe length of such sign shall not exceed 25 percent of the length of a 
single awning, or the length of that portion of the awning or canopy associated 
with the establishment, up to a maximum of ten .{1Ql_square feet.afl€1 

2. ~betters shall not exceed eight .{ID_inches in height. 

.:1. Signs on continuous awnings shall be placed centered on the portion of 
the valance that corresponds to the individual storefront and be a uniform color. 
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4. All valance signs shall be subject to the design review process. l=Gf 
purpeses ef this sestieA, a valaAGe is ElefiAeEl as that vertical pertieA ef the 
awAiA!J that haAgs ElewA frem the strustural erase. SigAs eA ether surfase areas 
ef aA awAiAg, saAepy er reller surtaiA are Ret permittee. 

Sec. 138-16. -Wall sign 
Wall Signs are signs attached to. and erected parallel to. the face of, or erected or painted on 
the outside wall of a building and supported throughout its length by such wall or building and 
not extending more than 12 inches from the building wall. Such signs shall be governed by the 
following chart: 
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SIGN 

:TIO]f 
Max Area Percentage 

Max Area 

Height Restructions 

Max Quantity 
per Frontage 

Accessory Use 

Special Conditions 

Wall Sign 
Standards 

CD-{1-3) 
C-PS (1-4) 

1-1 
MXE 

TC-{1-2) 
RM-3 

HD 
MR 

0. 75 sq. fl. tor every foot of linear 
frontage 

Max: 100 sq. ft. 
Mn: 15 sq. ft. 

Districts 

RM-{1-2) 
R-PS (1-4) 

RO 

TC-3 
RM-PS1 

TH 
WD-{1-2) 

0.33 sq. fl. for every foot of linear 
frontage 

Max: 30 sq. ft. 
Mn: 20 sq. ft. 

Shall be not located above ground floor. 

Multiple signs for the same 
establishment may be permitted 

lthrouclh the design review process 
the aggregate sign area does not 
exceed the largest max permitted 

area 

One Wall, Projecting, or 
Detached 

• ~ 75% of main use sign, or 20 sq. ft., whichever is less 
• For uses located in hotel & apt. buildings, must have direct access 
to street/sidewalk; follows same regulations as rv1ain Permitted Use 

Corner buildings may provide one combined sign instead of the two 
permitted signs. This sign shall be located on the corner of the 

building visible from both streets and shall have a maximum size of 40 
square feet. 

Holala, apartrnenta-hotala, and 
commetelal buildings two siOriea 

higher may be permllllld one 
1 bull<lingldellllflcallon a91 above the 

1 ~=~ ~::'":wtth an.,.. not to I• one percent of the well III'M 

on which 118 placed. The ..,..nt and delllgn of the sign 
be subject to approval through 

the design 11111iaw process. 

Sec. 138-18- Projecting sign 

RS-{1-4) 
SPE 
GC 

GC & SPE: 30 sq. fl. 
RS-(1-4): 2 sq. fl. 

One 

Not Permitted 

[Re<~identiiallJse: Copy 
limtted to address & 

name of building 

Projecting signs are signs attached to and projecting more than 12 inches from the face of a 
wall of a building. This includes marquee signs. A projecting sign which extends more than 36 
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inches above a roof line or parapet wall shall be designated as a roof sign. Such signs shall be 
governed by the following chart: 

Projecting Sign 
Design Standards per Districts 

Zoning Districts 

s CD11~) 
RM11-2) 

I 
C-PS (1-4) 

R.f'S (1-4) 
1-1 

G MXE 
RO RS11-4) 

TC11-2) 
TC~ SPE 

N RM.f'S1 GC 
RM~ 

TH 
HD 

WD11-2) 
MR 

Max Area 15 sq. ft. 

Height Restructions 
• Mnimum 9'0" per Sec. 82-411 (b) 

~ette1s MBif 6 iAehee 

Muttiple signs for the same 
establishment may be penmitted 

Max Quantity through the design review process if One Wall, Projecting, or 
per Frontage the aggregate sign area does not Detached 

J> exceed the largest max permitted ./'"!' area 
.._q 

~0 

Accessory Use Main permitted use 

• May be illuminated by an external 

Special Conditions 
lighting source through design 

review 
• Not penmitted in HD 

Sec. 138-19- Detached sign 

Detached signs are signs not attached to or painted on a building but which are affixed to the 
ground. A sign attached to a surface detached from a building. such as a fence or wall. shall be 
considered a detached sign. All sides of a detached sign displaying signage will be calculated 
towards the max area. Such signs shall be governed by the following chart: 
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Max Area 

Height Restructions 

Max Quantity 
per Frontage 

Setback Requirements 

Special Conditions 

Detached Sign 
Standards 

CD-{1-3) 
C-PS (1-4) 

1-1 
MXE 

TC-(1-2) 
RM-3 
HD 
MR 

•15sqft 
• 5 ft if on perimeter wall 

Districts 

RM-{1-2) 
R-PS (1-4) 

RO 
TC-3 

RM-PS1 
TH 

WD-{1-2) 

•15sqft 
• W sign setback 20ft. from 
property line, max area may 

reach 30 sq. ft. 
• 5 ft if on perimeter wall 

•Sft. max 
• Height may be permitted to exceed the maximum through the 

design review process. However at no time shall height exceed 10ft. 

i may be permitted 
llhro,uah the design review process 

the aggregate sign area does not 
exceed the largest max permitted 

area 

One Wall. Projecting, or 
Detached 

• Front yard: 10 ft 
• Interior side yard: 7.5 ft 

• Side yard facing a street: 10ft 
• Perimeter wall sign: 0 ft 

Sec. 138-20- Directory signs 

RS-{1-4) 
SPE 

GC 

(a) Commercial buildings are allowed an exterior directory sign. attached to the building, up 
to six (6) square feet in area, listing the names of all licensed uses within the building is 
permitted: sign material and placement shall be subject to approval through the design review 
process. 

Sec. 138-21 - Minimum Design Standards & Guidelines. All signs permissible within this 
article shall comply with the following minimum design standards: 
a) The framework and body of all signs shall consist of aluminum or similar alloy material. 
b) Wall signs shall consist of individual letters. or routed out aluminum panels offset a 
minimum of 4 inches from the wall. 
c) Wall sign individual letters shall have a minimum depth of 4 inches. 
dl Wall sign individual letters shall be pin-mounted or flush-mounted. Raceway or wireway 
mounting shall only be permitted where the structural conditions of the wall do not allow for the 
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direct mounting of letters. Raceways or wireways. if permitted. shall not exceed the width or 
height of the sign proposed and shall be subject to the design review process. 
e) The placement and location of all signs shall be compatible with the architecture of the 
building. and shall not cover or obscure architectural features. finishes or elements. 

Sec. 138-22- Supplemental Standards. 
(a) Wall signs which meet the following additional design specifications may be increased in 
size from 0. 75 sq. ft. per linear feet of store frontage to 1 sq. ft. per linear feet of store frontage 
(up to the maximum size permitted in Sec 138-17): 
1. The sign shall consist of individual letters. and shall be pin-mounted or flush-mounted (no 
raceways or wireways). 
2. Sign letters shall consist of aluminum or similar alloy. and shall have a minimum depth of 6 
inches. 
3. Sign letters shall be open face with exposed neon or similar lighting. or reverse channel 
letters. 

ARTICLE Ill.- PRQWI81Tii!IJ SIGNS SPECIFIC DISTRICT SIGN REGULATIONS 

Division 1 -Special sign regulations 

SaG. 138 41. PaFmit FaquiFad. 

Exse13t as J:lrevieee iR this sha13ter Re si§R, whether J:lermaReRt er temJ:lerary, shall ee 
ereGtee, seRstr"'Gtee, J3estee, J:laiRtee, alteree, maiRtaiRe9, er relesatee "'Rtil a J3ermit has 
eeeR iSS!,~eS ey the S1,1il9iR§ effisial. Befere aRy J:lermit is iSSI,IeS, aR aJ:lJ:llisatieR, J:lF9'1i9e9 ey 
the e1,1ileiR§ servises 9eJ:lartmeRt shall ee files, te§ether with s~,~sh erawiR§S aRe SJ:leGifisatieRs 
as may ee Resessary te f~,~lly aevise aRe aGEll,laiRt the sity with the lesatieR, seRstr~,~stieR, 

materials, maRRer ef ill~,~miRatiR§, aRe ses~,~riR§ ar fasteRiR§ aRe Rl,lmeer af si§Rs aJ:lJ:lliee fer 
aRe the 'NereiR§ ef the si§R er aevertisemeRt te ee sarriee eR the si§R. All si§RS whish are 
elestrisally ill1,1miRatee ey ReeR er ey aRy ether meaRs shall reEl~,~ire a se13arate elestrisal 
J:lermit aRe iRSJ:leGtieR. Eash si§R reEl~,~iriR§ a J:lermit shall ee slearly mark<ee with the J3ermit 
R1,1meer aRe Rame ef the J3erseR er firm J:llasiR§ the Si§R eR the J:lremises. 

SaG. 138 42. ERfGFGamant appeals. 

AJ3J3eals frem 9esisieRs ef aemiRistrative effisials re§ar9iR§ the aJ:lJ:llisatieR ef these 
restristieRs ef this sha13ter te J:lartis~,~lar si§RS shall ee hears ey the eeard ef aej~,~stmeRt 
J:ll,lrs"'aRt te the J3resee"'res set ferth iR shaater 11 B, artisle II, eivisieR 5. 

Sec. 138 173. 138-41- Lincoln Road signage district. 

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this section is to facilitate the substantial restoration of existing 
storefronts, facades and buildings, in accordance with the criteria and requirements of 
chapter 118, article X of these land development regulations, and to permit well designed, 
unique and proportional graphics and signage, which is consistent with the historic period of 
significance and which do not detract from the architectural character of the buildings, nor the 
established context of the surrounding streetscape. Additionally, this section is not intended 
to allow larger signs that do not adequately address the architectural and historic character of 
graphic signage that previously existed on Lincoln Road. 
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{b) {Regulations.} For those properties fronting on Lincoln Road, and located in between the 
west side of Collins Avenue and the east side of Washington Avenue, the following shall 
apply: 

(1) Flat wall, projecting or other building signs, which exceed the number and 
overall square footage permitted under section 138 172 sections 138-16 
and 138-18, may be permitted, subject to the issuance of a certificate of 
appropriateness from the historic preservation board. The placement, design 
and illumination of such signage shall be subject to the review and approval 
of the historic preservation board, in accordance with the following: 
a. A proportional relationship of text and graphics shall be required. All 

graphics must relate to the proposed use of the store for which the sign 
is proposed. 

b. The total square footage of permitted signage, inclusive of non-text 
graphics, shall not exceed 35 percent of the building facade area. For 
purposes of this section, the building facade area shall be defined as the 
area located above the storefront and below the top of the parapet, in 
between the physical confines of a specific tenant space. 

c. The text portion of the sign shall be limited to the name of the 
establishment and related products and services available on site only. 
Signage text not associated with the actual use, or incidental signage 
text, shall not be permitted. 

d. The text portion of the sign(s) shall be limited to no more than one per 
storefront. For corner properties, the text portion of the sign(s) shall be 
limited to no more than one per street front. For corner properties where 
historic evidence exists of more than two signs at the ground floor, 
including a corner sign, at the discretion of the historic preservation 
board, an additional sign at the ground floor may be permitted at the 
corner in a manner consistent with such historic evidence. In no 
instance shall the total square footage of signs permitted under this 
subsection exceed the limitations set forth in subsection (b) above. 

e. For those facades facing a residential or hotel use, only back-lit signage 
shall be permitted. 

f. For properties with frontage on both Lincoln Road and Collins Avenue, 
the only signage permitted on Collins Avenue shall fall within the 
confines of the corner radius, with a maximum lineal frontage of 20 feet 
on Collins Avenue. 

(2) In evaluating signage applications for a certificate of appropriateness, the 
historic preservation board shall consider the following: 
a. The quality of materials utilized for the sign and their appropriateness to 

the architecture as well as the historic and design integrity of the 
structure. 

b. The overall design, graphics and artistry associated with a proposed 
sign and its relationship to the historic and design integrity of the 
structure. 

c. The design detail, animation and non-text graphics proposed for the 
proposed sign(s). 
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d. The illumination, surface colors and finishes, width, depth, and overall 
dimensions of the proposed sign(s). 

e. Original, historic signage associated with the building and/or property. 
(3) The historic preservation board may, at its discretion, place restrictions on 

the hours of operation for any sign approved under this subsection. 
(4) Signage must relate to the specific occupant(s) of the property. 
(5) Prior to the issuance of a building permit for any signage approved under 

this section, the planning director, or designee, or, if required the historic 
preservation board, shall review and approve the substantial rehabilitation or 
restoration of a facade, business location or storefront where new signage 
under this section is proposed. Such rehabilitation or restoration shall be 
substantially completed, prior to the actual installation of any signage 
approved under this section. 

Ses. 138 174. North Beash Te•Nn Center signage. 

For those JlFOJlerties losateEI in the ~lorth Beash Town Center TC zoniA€1 Elistrists, the 
fellowiA€1 shall aJlJlly: 

(1) V'linfiow signs in tile TC 1 anfi TC 2 Eiislriets. When there are no other flat •Nail si§ns 
assosiateEI with the ~se, the main JlermitteEI si€JA or si§ns may ee losateEI on the 
€JFO~AEI floor winEiow with a total a§§Fe§ate size of 20 s(!~are feet for the first 2§ feet of 
linear fronta§e, Jll~s one S(!~are foot for e•tery three feet of linear fronta§e ~Jl to a 
maxim~m of JQ S(!~are feet. 

(2) AwninfJlmaffluoo signs anfi prejes~;ng signs in tile TC 1 anfi TC 2 fiiskisls. Si§AS 
orienteEI to JleEiestrian view shall ee JlermitteEI to eo losateEI JleFJleAEiis~lar to the 
siaewalk, limitea to one si€JA J3er e~siness estaelishment for eash siae fasiA!l a street 
or alley. s~sh si§AS may ee in aaEiition to other Jlermittea si§ns, e~t not exseeaiA!l 
three S(!~are feet in area. Generally, letters shall not exseea six inshes in hei§ht ~nless 
inte§ratea into a sreative §FaJlhis Elesi€JA aJlJlFO'Iea ey aesi€JA review. s~sh si§As may 
ee ill~minatea ey an external li§htiA!l so~rse if the li§htiA!l so~rse is aJlJlFOveEI l:ly 
8esi§R Fe\·iew. 

Ses. 138 73. General aEI•:ertising signs. 

No §eneral aEI•tertisin§ si€JA shall l:le sonstr~steEI, eresteEI, ~sea, OJlerateEI or maintaineEI 
in the sity. 

Sec. 138-51- Signs for schools and religious institutions 

@} Religious institutions and schools shall be permitted 30 square feet of aggregate signage 
area or the maximum allowed for the underlying zoning district, whichever is larger . 

.(Ql A temporary sign identifying a religious event or holiday may be permitted under the 
following criteria: 
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(1) A maximum of one temporary sign per street front. no larger than 30 sq. ft. 
each. 

(2) Temporary signs may be installed up to 30 days prior to the religious event or 
holiday and shall be removed at the end of the religious event or holiday. 

(3) Temporary signs may include projected images of the religious event or 
holiday; however projected images shall not be permitted facing any residential 
building or residential zoning district. 

(4) The design, projection. materials. location and installation method of temporary 
signs shall be subject to the design review or certificate of appropriateness 
process. as applicable. 

Sec.~- 138-52- Signs for oceanfront and bayfront buildings. 

(a) Oceanfront signs. Signs located between the erosion control line (ECL) and the main 
structure shall be limited to the following; 

ill One (1) sign identifying the main structure, sign area not to exceed one 
(1) percent of the wall area facing the ECL with a maximum size of 75 
square feet_i:::aflEI 

.(£! One (1) sign per accessory use, sign area not to exceed 20 square feet. 

ru A flat sign located on a wall facing an extension of a dead-end street, 
municipal parking lot or park, and within the area designated as the 
dune district or the required 50-foot rear yard setback at the ground 
level, may be permitted with a maximum size of ten (1 0) square feet of 
sign for only one accessory use. 

(4) Illuminated signs shall only consist of flush-mounted, back-lit letters. This 
does not apply to the MXE district. 

(b) Bavtront signs. Bayfront buildings shall have no more than one (1 )sign facing the bay, 
limited to the main permitted use. Such sign shall only consist of flush-mounted, back-lit 
letters, with copy limited to the main permitted use. The area of such sign shall not exceed 
one (1) percent of the wall area facing the bay with a maximum size of 50 square feet. The 
design and location of the sign shall be approved by the design review process or certificate 
of appropriateness process as applicable. 

Sec. 138 171. 138-53- General previsions. Interconnected retail. 

(a) Assessery sigRs shall have sepy limitea te the ~ses permittea iR the zeRiRg aistrist iR 
whish the preperty is leGated. 

(b) Aggregate sigR area shall iRsl~ae the priRsipal aRa assessery sigRs. 
(s) A re1:1~est te exseea the maxim~m R~mber ef sigRs shall be seRsi9ere9 as aR 
ameRameRt te these laRa 9e•,elepmeRt reg~latieRs aRa presessea ~Raer the presea~res set 
ferth iR shaeter 118, artisle Ill, shaRges aREl ameRElmeRts. All ether re1:1~ests shall be 
presessea as a variaRse, as pre'li9e9 iR shaeter 118, artisle VIII. 
~ All sigRs shall freRt eR a street er waterfraRI ~Riess as set ferth iR s~bsestieR (e) ef this 
sestien. 
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fa} Si§AS fraAtiA§ aA aA alley are f3rahil:litea llAiess the alley al:l1.1ts ar is aajaseAt ta a 
13arkiR§ let ar §ara§e, ar where the alley 13raviaes a FReaAs af eAtraAse ta a l:ll.lsiAess, the area 
af the si§A shall l:le the saFRe as if the si§A fraAtea a A a street. 

(f) La§as, traaeFRarks, iAsi§Aias aRa siFRilar eFRI:lleFRs shall l:le saRsiaerea as si§AS. 

{9} Si§AS lasatea al:lave the §rallRa fleer shall l:le liFRitea ta the RaFRe af the l:l1.1ilaiR€J ar the 
liSe that eAGeFRf3aSses the lar§eSt aFRel.lAI ef fleer area eR the l:lllilaiR§. 

W BayfreRt l:lllilaiR§S shall have Ae FRere thaA eRe si§R fasiA§ the l:lay, liFRitea te the FRaiR 
f3erFRittea 1.1se. S1.1sh si§A shall eAiy seAsist ef fl1.1sh FRel.lRtea, l:lask lit letters, with se13y liFRitea 
te the FRaiA f3erFRittea 1.1se. The area ef s1.1sh si§R shall Ret e1meea eRe 13erseR1 ef the wall area 
fasiA§ the l:lay with a FRalliFRI.lFR size af aQ S(ll.lare feet. The aesi§A aRa lesatieA ef the si§R 
shall l:le af313revea l:ly the aesi§A review 13resess er sertifisate ef af3f3ref3riateAess 13resess as 
af313lisal:lle. 
fij For retail storefronts that share interior connecting openings, required bathrooms or 
other common facilities, the following criteria shall be met before separate individual main use 
signs may be permitted for each: 

(1) Each of the interconnected businesses shall have a separate occupational license. 

(2) Each of the interconnected businesses shall have direct access from the street 
with its own separate, main entrance. 

(3) Each of the interconnected businesses shall have a minimum storefront width 
of 20 linear feet. 

(4) The maximum width of the interconnecting opening between businesses shall 
not exceed 12 feet. 

(5) The individual sign for a storefront that interconnects with another business 
shall not exceed three-fourths of the storefront where it is located. 

(6) The aggregate sign area for all the interconnected storefronts that iAterseRAest 
with eaeh ether shall not exceed the maximum sign area permitted for the 
combined linear frontage under Article II 13er sterefreAt l.lRaer sestieR 1 JB 172 
for CD zoning districts. 

138-54.- Legal nonconforming use signage- residential district 

Signage regulations for legal nonconforming use in a residential district shall be the regulations 
for CD-1 zoning district. 

Sec. 138 10. 138-55.- Signs fer llegal nonconforming uses and legal RORGORferming 
signs. 

(a) Permittea si§AS fer a le§al AeAseAferFRiA§ 1.1se iR a resiaeAtial aistrist shall seAsist ef 
these Si§AS f3ermittea iA the CD 1 zeAiA§ aistrist. 
(l:l) i0Mse13t as etherwise 13reviaea hereiR, ReRseRferFRiR§ si§Rs whish are aaFRa§ea l:ly aRy 
sause FRay l:le re13airea if the sest ef re13air sees Ret e11seea aQ 13erseRt ef the GllrreRt 
re13lasemeAI val1.1e ef the si§R. S1.1sh re13airs shall l:le liFRitea te re1.1tiRe f3aiAtiA€J, re13air aAa 
re13laseFReRI ef elestrisal seFRf3eAeAts; shaR§e ef se13y shall Ret l:le f3ermittea. ~Jetwitl=lstaRaiR§ 
this 13revisieR, si§Rs 13aiRtea airestly eA the s1.1rfase ef a l:ll.lilaiR!J er 13aiRtea airestly eR a flat 
s1.1rfase affi11ea te a l:ll.lilaiR€1 FRay aAiy l:le ref3aiAtea te seRfarm te all req~.~ireFReRts ef these 
laRa aevelef3FReRt re§l.llatieRs. 
(G) The Gef3y er S9RieRI ef ReRSeRferFRiR§ reef Si§RS aAa 13ele Si§RS may Ret l:le alterea. 
S1.1sh si§RS shall l:le remevea if ewRershif3 er 1.1se ef the aavertisea l:lllilaiA!J er l:l1.1siRess 
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shaR!Jes. l=lawever, R9RG9RfarFRiR!l reef Si!JRS aREI j3ale Si!JRS whish were iRstalles at the tiFRe 
9f a SlliiSiR!J'S ar strlJCtlJre's iRitial C9RstrlJGtiaR, aRS Which ha•1e retaiRes their ari!JiRal C9j3y 
aRs which are Iecates aR l:llJilsiR!JS ar strlJGillres slassifies as saRtril:llltiR!J iR the city's histaric 
satal:lase ar which have l:leeR sesi!JRates as histaric sites FRay l:le re13aires ar restares 
re!Jarsless af sast aRs FRay l:le retaiRes re!Jarsless af chaR!Je iR awRershi13; hawever the ca13y 
shall Rat l:le shaR!Jes. 

(s) ai!JRS that were iRstalles at the liFRe af a i:llJiiSiR!J'S ar strlJC!lJre's iRitial C9RS!rlJGti9R, i:llJI 
were slJI:JSeEllleRtly reFRa~·es ar alteres, aRs slJGh l:llJilsiR!l ar strlJclllre is classifies as 
caRtril:llJtiR!l iR the sity's histaric satal:lase, FRay l:le restares ar re13licates Slll:lject ta the 
certificate af aj3j3raj3rialeRess reEllJireFReRis iR chaeter 118, hereiR, aRs histaric 13reservatiaR 
l:laars aj3j3raval, j3ravises SlJI:lstaRiial histarical eviseRGe af the ari!JiRal caRfi!JllratiaR af SlJGh 
si!JR is slJI:JFRittes. allch reRa•1atiaR ar rej3licatiaR, iRcllJsive af a chaR!Je af ce13y as FRay l:le 
a1313reves l:ly the histeris j3reservatiaR l:laars, shall Rat I:Je reEllJires Ia FReet e)(istiR!l si!JR 
re!JlollatieRs as laR!J as the reslJitiR!l si!JR re13licates the eri!JiRal eRe. If the eri!JiRal si!JR caj3y is 
retaiRes, the si!JR shall Ret l:le ceRstrlJes as assitiaRal si!JRa!Je, l:lllt rather the j3reservatieR af 
eri!JiRal histaric eleFReRis ef a l:llJilsiR!l er strllGtlJre. 

(a) General provisions. 

(1) Nonconforming signs which are damaged by any cause may be repaired if the cost of 
repair does not exceed 50 percent of the current replacement value of the sign. except 
as otherwise provided herein. Such repairs shall be limited to routine painting. repair and 
replacement of electrical components; change of copy shall not be permitted. 
Notwithstanding this provision. signs painted directly on the surface of a building or 
painted directly on a flat surface affixed to a building may only be repainted to conform to 
all requirements of these land development regulations. 

(2) The copy or content of existing nonconforming roof signs and pole signs may not be 
altered, except as otherwise provided herein. 

(3) Existing nonconforming roof signs and pole signs shall be removed if ownership or use 
of the advertised building or business changes, except as otherwise provided herein. 

(b) Legal nonconforming signs located within a local or National Register historic district or 
local historic site. 

(1) Existing legal nonconforming signs. including roof and pole signs located within a site 
containing at least one contributing structure, or within a local historic site, may be 
repaired or restored regardless of cost and may be retained regardless of change in 
ownership if all of the following criteria are met: 

a. The sign was installed within 30 years of the associated structure's initial 
construction according to the Citv of Miami Beach Building Permit Records. If no 
city building permit record exists, the applicant shall submit historical 
documentation which demonstrates the sign was installed within approximately 
30 years of the structure's initial construction. 
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b. The sign shall retain its existing content and copy, or the original content 
and copy may be restored consistent with historical documentation. 
c. The location and design of the existing sign is consistent with the 
architectural style of the existing structure and does not detract from the 
character of the existing structure. or the established context of the surrounding 
streetscape. 

(2) Signs. including roof and pole signs. which were installed on a e~o~ileina or site located 
within a local or National Register historic district containing at least one contributing 
building or within a local historic site but were subsequently removed or altered. may be 
reconstructed subject to the Certificate of Appropriateness Criteria or Design Review 
Criteria as applicable. in Chapter 118 and herein. if all of the following criteria are met: 

a. Tl=le sian was leGatee ·.vitl=lin a site leGatee ·.vitl=lin a loGal or National 
Reaister l=listoriG eistriGI. will=! s~o~GI=l site Gontaining at least one Gontrie~o~ting 

e~o~ileing. or witl=lin a loGal l=listoriG site. 
a. The sign was permitted within 30 years of the associated structure's initial 
construction according to the City of Miami Beach Building Permit Records. If no 
city building permit record exists, the applicant shall submit historical 
documentation which demonstrates the sign was installed within approximately 
30 years of the structure's initial construction. 
12. Substantial historical evidence of the original configuration of the sign is 
available. 
c.. The original content, design, dimensions and copy of the sign shall be 
reconstructed consistent with substantial historical documentation, and the sign 
shall be located in close proximity to the original location on the building or site. 
d.. The location and design of the sign is consistent with a historical period of 
significance and does not detract from the architectural character of the structure 
on which it is located, or the established context of the surrounding streetscape. 

(3\ Signs including roof and pole signs which were installed on a noncontributing building or 

site located within a local historic district but were subsequently removed or altered may 

be reconstructed subject to Certificate of Appropriateness approval by the Historic 

Preservation Board based on the criteria in Chapter 118 and herein if all of the following 

criteria are met: 

a The noncontributing building or structure was initially constructed prior to 1966. 

b The sign was permitted within 10 years of the associated structure's initial construction 

according to the City of Miami Beach Building Permit Records If no city building permit 

record exists the applicant shall submit historical documentation which demonstrates 

the sign was installed within approximately 10 years of the structure's initial construction 
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c Substantial historical evidence of the original configuration of the sign is available. 

d The original content design dimensions and copy of the sign shall be reconstructed 

consistent with substantial historical documentation and the sign shall be located in 

close proximity to the original location on the building or site e The location and design 

of the sign is consistent with a historical period of significance and does not detract from 

the architectural character of the structure on which it is located or the established 

context of the surrounding streetscape. 

(4}@ The renovation or reconstruction of an eligible signlsl shall be reviewed in accordance 
with the Certificate of Appropriateness Criteria as set forth in section 118-564 of the city 
code or the Design Review Criteria as set forth is section 118-251 as applicable. and shall 
not be required to meet existing sign regulations as it pertains to the overall size. location 
and number of signs. The renovated or reconstructed sign shall not be construed as 
additional signage, but rather the retention of original historic elements of a building or 
structure. 

f4tl5lA change of copy may be approved by the Historic Preservation Board or Design 
Review Board as applicable. provided the sign meets the criteria in 11) 12\ or (3)--Qt 
above. 

(c) Legal nonconforming signs located outside a local or National Register historic district. or 
local historic site. 

(1) Existing nonconforming signs. including roof and pole signs. located outside of a local 
historic district or local historic site. may be repaired or restored regardless of cost and 
may be retained regardless of change in ownership if all of the following criteria are met 
and subject to the design review process: 

a. The existing structure. to which the sign is associated. is characteristic of 
a specific architectural style constructed in the city prior to 1966. including, but 
not limited to. Vernacular. Mediterranean Revival. Art Deco. Streamline Moderne. 
Post War Modern or variations thereof. 
b. The sign was installed within approximately 10 years of the associated 
structure's initial construction according to the City of Miami Beach Building 
Permit Records. If no city building permit record exists, the applicant shall submit 
historical documentation which demonstrates the approximate date of 
installation. 
c. The sign shall retain its existing content and copy or the original content 
and copy may be restored consistent with substantial historical documentation. 
d. The location and design of the existing sign is consistent with the 
architectural style of the existing structure and does not detract from the 
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character of the existing structure. or the established context of the surrounding 
streetscape. 

(2) Signs. including roof and pole signs which were installed on a building or site but were 
subsequently removed or altered. may be reconstructed subject to the Design Review 
Criteria in Chapter 118 and herein. if all of the following criteria are met: 

a. The existing structure. to which the sign is associated. is characteristic of 
a specific architectural style constructed in the city prior to 1966. including. but 
not limited to. Vernacular. Mediterranean Revival, Art Deco. Streamline Moderne. 
Post War Modern or variations thereof. 
h. The sign was permitted within approximately 10 years of the associated 
structure's initial construction according to the City of Miami Beach Building 
Permit Records. If no city building permit record exists, the applicant shall submit 
historical documentation which demonstrates the sign was installed within 
approximately 10 years of the structure's initial construction. 
c.. Substantial historical evidence of the original configuration of the sign is 
available. 
d. The original content, design, dimensions and copy of the sign shall be 
reconstructed consistent with substantial historical documentation. and the sign 
shall be located in close proximity to the original location on the building or site. 
e.. The location and design of the sign is consistent with a historical period of 
significance and does not detract from the architectural character of the structure 
on which it is located, or the established context of the surrounding streetscape. 

(3) Such renovation or reconstruction shall be approved consistent with the Design Review 
Criteria as set forth in section 118-251 of the City Code and shall not be required to meet 
existing sign regulations as it pertains to overall size, location and number of signs. The 
renovated or reconstructed sign shall not be construed as additional signage, but rather 
the retention of original architecturally significant elements of a building or structure. 

(4) A change of copy may be approved by the Design Review Board, provided the sign 
meets the criteria in (1) or (2} above. 

Sec. 138 201. 138-56- Signs for filling stations and other uses selling gasoline. 

Signs for filling stations and any other use that sells gasoline shall be subject to the following: 

Type of Sign Number Sign Area lA.ggregate Special 
Area Conditions 

Flat wall signs or Total of one 40 square feet 
80 square None. 

canopy/marquee sign: ill sign per maximum. 

Identifying the name of the street 
feet 
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establishment. frontage. maximum. 

20 square feet 
maximum fer esul=l 

Detached pole/monument eshi&lisf;;tme~t sigA; in 
signs: Identifying the Oneill addition, the price sign 40 square Height shall not 

name of the establishment fixed sign 
shall be no greater feet exceed 25 feet to 

or prices. per site. 
than the minimum maximum. the top of the sign. 

necessary to meet 
state requirements. 

The information 
displayed by a 

Service bay identification: One ill sign service bay 

Providing direction or per service Five (5) square feet 15 square identification sign 

instructions but containing bay located maximum. feet shall be in 

no advertising material. on the maximum. compliance with 
premises. state law and 

chapter BA of the 
County Code. 

Service island 
The information 

identification: Indicating One ill sign 
displayed by a 
service island type of service offered, per service 

10 square identification sign prices of gasoline and island Five (5) square feet feet shall be in other relevant information located on maximum. maximum. compliance with 
or instructions but the 

containing no advertising premises. state law and 
chapter BA of the material. 

County Code. 

Signs having copy indicating the sale of alcoholic beverages or tobacco products: The height o 
he letters shall not exceed two m inches. 

Sec. 138 206. 138-58- Vertical retail center signs. 

(a) Definitions. 
(1) A vertical retail center means a commercial building with a minimum of 

150,000 gross square footage floor area, exclusive of floor area for excess 
parking and, including multiple commercial uses that are located above the 
ground floor. This definition shall not include buildings that are predominantly 
office or nonretail uses. 

(2) An eligible use in a vertical retail center is a use with a minimum of 12,500 
square feet that shall be is eitt1er retail, restaurant, food market or personal 
fitness center. 

(b) Criteria. 
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(1) The center may have signs on only two street frontages, the location and 
configuration of which shall be subject to design review approval. The 
cumulative sum of the sign areas on a facade, including corners, approved 
under this provision, shall be up to five @ percent of the building facade on 
which they are located. Signs located on a building corner shall be up to five 
.(§}_percent of the smallest adjoining building facade, subject to design review 
or historic preservation board approval, whichever has jurisdiction. 

(2) The center shall have no more than six @1 business identification signs in 
each permitted facade or corner. Each business identification sign shall not 
occupy more than one percent of the wall area. 

(3) An eligible use in a vertical retail center may, subject to the limitations 
contained in (b) (2} above, have no more than two ~business identification 
signs on the external walls or projections of the center, exhibiting the name 
of the establishment and/or its brand identifying logo only. Individual capital 
letters shall not exceed four feet six inches in height. 

(4) A vertical retail center may have a roof-top project identification sign, not 
including the name of any tenant of the project, in the sole discretion of the 
design review and/or historic preservation boards, whichever by law has 
jurisdiction. 

(5) Project entrance identification signs for the center are allowed. A project 
entrance identification sign may be wall mounted or projecting and may be 
located immediately adjacent to each vehicular or pedestrian entry to the 
project. Such signs may be up to 30 square feet in total sign area and may 
not exceed tef\ .1Q_feet in overall height, subject to design review approval. 

(6) Ground floor retail signage shall be as permitted in seGtien 138 172 
sections 138-16 and 138-18, one sign per store. In addition to the above, 
any retail use greater than 40,000 square feet on the ground floor may have 
one .(1Ladditional wall or double-faced projecting sign, not to exceed 175 
square feet, subject to design review approval. 

(7) Project directory signs for a vertical retail center may be located inside the 
center near each vehicular or pedestrian entrance to the project, not visible 
from the right-of-way. These signs may be no more than 18 square feet in 
signage area per sign face and wall mounted or freestanding. Such project 
directory signs may list all tenants on all floors within the center and have a 
"You are Here" type map to orientate guests and visitors. 

(8) Uses in vertical retail centers may also have business identification signs on 
interior walls, not visible from the right-of-way. 

(9) The design review board, or historic preservation board, whichever by law 
has jurisdiction, shall approve a sign master plan for the center prior to the 
issuance of any sign permit. The appropriate board shall have design review 
authority over all signs above ground level; building and planning staff may 
approve all signs at ground level, as well as any replacement signage for 
new occupants within the previously approved Sign Areas, provided the 
same are otherwise in compliance with the criteria set forth herein. 

(1 0) There shall be no variances from this section. 
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Sec. 138 203. 138-59- Signs for major cultural institutions. 

Signs for major cultural institutions, as defined in section 142-1032, shall be subject to the 
following: 

Type of Sign Number Sign Area Special Conditions 

Flat wall signs or Total number of signs Total sign area to be 
canopy/marquee sign: to be determined determined under the None. 

Identifying the name of the under the design design review 
institution. review procedures. procedures. 

Detached monument Height and size of 

signs: Identifying the name 
One .U.l_fixed sign per 15 square feet monument shall be 

site. maximum. determined under the 
of the institution. design review process. 

Sec. 138 '12. 138-60. - Pennants, banner&, streamers, fflags and flagpoles. 

{a) Pennants, banners, slrearners, and all ell1er flllllerin!J, S!'~innin!J er sirnilar ly!'le Si!JnS 
and advertisin!! devises are !'lrel1illiled eJEGe!'ll as l'lre·lided iFI Sllllsesliens 1 J!l 72(d), 
sesliaFIS 1 J!l 1 J7 aFid 1 J!l 1 J9, s~,~llseslien 82 411 (d) aFid seslieFI 1 JB 2Q4, and e*Ge!'ll 
fer natienal fla!js and fla!!S ef !'~Giilisal s.,.lldi•1isiens ef 111e United Slates, fla!JS ef sivis, 
sl1aritallle, fraternal, and welfare and etl1er er!janizatiens, aFid fla!js ef natienally er 
iFitemalienally rese!jnized syrnllels ef Glllt.,.ral diversity. 

{b)(a) Only National flags and flags of political subdivisions of the United States. flags of 
civic, charitable. fraternal. and welfare and ~ organizations. and flags of nationally or 
internationally recognized symbols of cultural diversity Rags and flagpoles shall be permitted, 
and must meet the following requirements, except during nationally recognized holidays: 

(1) Flagpoles shall be permanently affixed to the ground, building or other 
structure in a manner acceptable to the building official. 

(2) Flagpoles shall not exceed 50 feet in height above grade when affixed at 
ground level. The length of flagpoles permanently affixed to buildings or other 
structures shall be approved through the design review process, not to 
exceed 25 feet above the height of the main roof deck. 

ill The installation of permanent flagpoles projecting over public property shall 
require approval from the public works department. 

(4) Attached or detached flagpoles in single-family districts shall not exceed 30 
feet in height, as measured from grade. 

fdt .{QL Temporary flagpoles may be affixed to buildings or other structures without requiring a 
building permit or approval from the public works department. For exempt temporary 
flagpoles: 

&-111 The flagpole shall be of a temporary nature, i.e., not permanently affixed to 
the structure. 
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l:H2l The mounting hardware must be placed at least six feet, eight inches above 
ground level. 

s-,(3) The flag may not exceed three feet by five feet and must be made of flame
retardant material. 

Eh(4) No portion of any flag that extends over public property shall be less than 
nine feet above such property, measured vertically directly beneath the flag 
to grade. 

&.-(5) All temporary flags and flagpoles must be immediately removed upon the 
issuance of an official hurricane warning. 

f4f {91 Detached flagpoles shall have the following setback requirements: 
a-f1lAny yard facing a street: Ten feet. 
&..(2)1nterior side yard: Seven and one-half feet. 
s-,(3) Rear yard, oceanfront, bayfront: Ten feet. 

~(d) The length of the flag shall be one-fourth the length of the pole when affixed to the 
ground and one-third the length of the pole for flags on roofs, structures or buildings. The 
width of the flag shall be two-thirds of the length. 
~(e) The arrangement, location and number of flags and flagpoles in excess of one (1) per 
property shall be determined by the design review process. 
{c) Any nencenferlflin!J ~ennant, l:lanner, streamer, fllltterin!J er s~innin!J Elevice, fla!J er 

fla!J~ele that is ElestreyeEI l:ly sterm er ether callse, shall l:le reme•1eEI immeEiiately 
anEI shall netl:le re~laceEI with anether sllch nencenferR1in!J fla!J, Si!Jn er Elevice. 

{EI) ~la!JS, ~ennants er l:lanners, •Nhich were installeEI at the time ef a l:llliiEiin!J'S er 
stno~ctllre's initial censtrllctien, l:lllt were slll:lSeEtllently remeveEI, anEI SllCh l:llliiEiin!J er 
str"'st"'re is classifieEI "centril:l"'tin!J" in the city's histeric ~re~er:ties Elatal:lase, R1ay be 
reinstalleEI, slll:lject te the certificate ef a~~re~riateness reEtllireR1ents in chaster 11 !l, 
herein, ll~en the Slll:lmissien ef Slll:lstantial histerical eviEience. 

Sec. 138 74. 138-61- Display of signs or advertisement on vehicles; prehil:lited 
prohibitions; exemptions; penalties. 

(a) Signs attached to or placed on a vehicle (including trailers) that is parked on public 
or private property shall be prohibited. This prohibition, however, does not apply in the 
following cases: 

(1) Identification of a firm or its principal products on a vehicle operating during 
the normal hours of business or parked at the owner's residence; provided, 
however, that no such vehicle shall be parked on public or private property 
with signs attached or placed on such vehicle for the purpose of advertising a 
business or firm or calling attention at the location of a business or firm. 

(2) Vehicles carrying advertising signs dealing with the candidacy of individuals 
for elected office or advertising propositions to be submitted and voted upon 
by the people. This exemption, however, shall cease seven .{ll_days after the 
date of the election in which the person was finally voted upon. 

(3) Vehicles carryin!J aEivertisin!! si!JnS, aE1•1ertisin!! we~esitiens te l:le slll:lmitteEI 
anEI veteEI ll~en l:ly the ~ee~le. This exem~tien, hewever, shall cease seven 
Elays af-ter the Elate ef the electien in which the ~re~esitien aEivertiseEI was 
finally veteEil!~en. 
Vehicles which require governmental identification, markings or insignias of a 
local, state or federal government agency. 
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fat~ Signs that are authorized under chapter 10-4(b) and BA-276 of the Code of 
Miami-Dade County. 

f&ti.§LAII other signs on vehicles advertising a business or firm shall be removed or 
covered when the vehicle is parked on public or private property. 

fB(6) All allowable signs on vehicles which are removable are to be removed 
during nonbusiness hours. 

(b) It shall be unlawful for any person to operate an advertising vehicle in or upon the 
following streets and highways under the city's jurisdiction: all of Ocean Drive, and the 
residential area bounded by and including 6th Street on the south, North Lincoln Lane on 
the north, Lenox Avenue on the west, and Drexel Avenue and Pennsylvania Avenue on the 
east. An advertising vehicle is any wheeled conveyance designed or used for the primary 
purpose of displaying advertisements. Advertising vehicles shall not include or attach any 
trailers or haul any other vehicle or trailer. 
This section shall not apply to: 

(1) Any vehicle which displays an advertisement or business notice of its owner, 
so long as such vehicle is engaged in the usual business or regular work of 
the owner, and not used merely, mainly, or primarily to display 
advertisements; 

(2) Mass transit, public transportation (inslllEling, ellt net liR'litee te, ellses ane 
the elestrewave); 

(3) Taxicabs; or 
(4) Any vehicle exempted under section 138-1461(a) above. 

(c) Penalties. A violation of the provisions of subsection (a) shall be subject to the 
enforcement procedures and fines set forth in chapter 30, Article Ill of this Code. A violation 
of the provisions of subsection (b) shall be subject to the penalties set forth in section 1-14 
of this Code. 

ARTICLE IV. - TEMPORARY SIGNS 

Sec. 138-131.- Generally. 

(a) Temporary signs may be erected or posted and may be maintained only as 
authorized by and in accordance with the provisions of this article. 
(b) Temporary signs other than those affixed directly to a window and composed of 
paper, cardboard, plastic film or other similar material, shall require a permit as set forth in 
artistes I ane II ef this chapter. 
~ TeR'lf:H:Jrary signs shall net ee iii~R'linatee exse13t fer teR'lJlerary senstr~stien signs. 
fQ} .(£1 For temporary signs six square feet or larger, a bond shall be posted prior to 
erection of the sign in an amount determined by the building official based upon the 
estimated cost of removal of the sign. However, no bond shall be required in excess of the 
amount provided in appendix A. The bond shall be refundable upon removal of the sign. 
(e) 00 TeR'lj3erary signs GeR'lR'lllnisating nenseR'lR'lersial R'lessages R'lay ee Jlestee er 

erestee in assereanse with the sign area ane nllR'leer reglllatiens aJllllisaele te 
elestien signs. 
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(e) It shall be unlawful for any person to paste. glue. print. paint or to affix or attach by 
any means whatsoever to the surface of any public street. sidewalk. way or curb or 
to any property of any governmental body or public utility any sign. poster. placard 
or automobile bumper strip. 

Sec. 138-132.- Temporary 8usiness signs. general requirements. 

(a) Temporary I:J~o~siness signs are signs identifying a particular activity, service, product" Gf 

sale, or lease, of limited duration. or announcing political candidates seeking public office. or 
advocating positions related to ballot issues. or exercising freedom of speech. 

(b) There shall be a maximum of two m permits for the same premises within one ill 
calendar year for signs requiring permits. 'JVindow si!Jns as dessrii:Jea in s~o~I:Jsestion 1 ~!! 4(€1) 
shall have no FRaxiFRI.IFR n~o~FRI:Jer. 

(c) The sign area for window signs shall not exceed teA 1Q_percent of total window area. 
The sign area for nonwindow signs for a nonconforming business in a residential district is 
four square feet. The sign area for nonwindow signs for a business in a nonresidential district 
is 15 square feet. 

(a) TeFRJlorary I:J~o~siness Si!Jns FRay I:Je erested ana FRaintainea for a J)erioa not to exseea 
:39 aays, exsef')t that the sity FRana!Jer FRay af')J)rove an extension of tiFRe fer the I:J~o~siness to 
erest and FRaintain sush si!JnB I:Jeyond tlole :39 days, after the FRaRa!Jer fines tlolat suslol 
extension is nesessary to FRiti§ate the iFRJ)asts of f'lui:Jiis sonstr~o~stioR OR visii:Jility of, or assess 
to, the I:Jusiness. S~o~sl:l extension I:Jeyona :39 aays shall terFRinate sonsllrrent witl:l the 
terFRination of the f'llli:Jiis sonstrustion. 

(d) Location. Temporary I:J~o~siness signs shall be located only upon the lot in which the 
special use, activity, service, product or sale is to occur. 

Sec. 138-133. - Temporary Construction signs regulations for business, real estate. 
construction, and election/free speech signs. 

(a) Purpose and Intent. Temporary signs are being regulated equally, ensuring the same 
setback, height. and other regulations for temporary signs. The Terms "temporary business, 
real estate, construction, and election/free speech signs" are by way of example and are not 
meant to be utilized to improperly distinguish content. This section should be constructed 
consistent with Reed v. Gown of Gilbert. Arizona, 135 S.Ct. 2218 (2015). GoAS~<ustioA si§ns 
shall I:Je lesatea on the senstn~stien site. Si!Jn SOJlY FRay insl~o~ae, I:J~o~t net liFRitea to, the Jlrejest 
naFRe, the J)arties invol•1ea in the sonstr~o~stioR ana finansin!J, their f'lhone n~o~FRI:Jers, e FRail 
aearesses, or wee sites. Unit JlFises FRay I:Je inaisatea in assoraanse with the JlFO•Iisiens 
sontainea herein. Artistis FR~o~rals or ornaFRental si!Jns are J)erFRittea en sonstr~o~stion tenses 
s~o~rro~o~nain!J the JlFojest site, s~o~I:Jjest to the Jlrevisions sontainea herein ana eesi!Jn review 
af')JlFOval. 

(b) Setback, height regulations for temporary business. real estate, construction, and 
election/free speech signs. Unless affixed to a fence or an existing building, detached signs 
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shall be setback ten feet from any property line. Maximum height to the top of a detached sign 
affixed to posts or a fence shall be five (5) feet above grade in a single family and multifamily 
residential districts and 12 feet above grade in all other districts. Maximum height to the top of 
a flat sign affixed to a building shall not extend above the first floor in single family and 
multifamily districts and shall not extend above the second story of such building in all other 
districts. 

(c) Timeframe. removal. Temporary signs shall only be allowed for a period beginning 
with the temporary activity which is the subject of the sign and must be removed within siJ( 

menths seven (7) days from the date the temporary activity ceases. Temporary business 
signs may be erected and maintained for a period not to exceed 30 days. except that the city 
manager may approve an extension of time for the business to erect and maintain such signs 
beyond the 30 days. after the manager finds that such extension is necessary to mitigate the 
impacts of public construction on visibility of. or access to. the business. Such extension 
beyond 30 days shall terminate concurrent with the termination of the public construction. 

(d) Number. There shall be a maximum of one (1) eenstriJetien temporary sign per street 
frontage. with the exception of election/free speech signs. which shall not exceed one (1) 
temporary sign per residential or commercial unit. 

(e) ~ may l:le inElieateEl in aeeeraanee with the ~re·~isiens eantainea herein. Artistic 
murals or ornamental signs are permitted on construction fences surrounding a construction 
site the prejeet site, subject to the provisions contained herein and design review approval. 

(d) I:ifHL Signs may be flat wall signs, part of a fence, or rigid detached signs. affixed to 
posts or a construction fence. Banners are prohibited. The sign area for window signs shall 
not exceed 10 percent of total window area. 

(e) Size, Single Family. The sign area for single-family signs is shall not exceed four ill 
square feet. 

(f) Size, multifamily. The sign area for a multifamily zoning district shall not exceed 16 
square feet. 

(g) Size. all other districts. The sign area for all other districts shall not exceed one ill 
square foot per three ill linear feet of street frontage, not to exceed 75 square feet. The area 
eentaineEl in renaerings, Eleeerative er artistie ~ertiens ef siJeh signs shall l:le ineiiJEleEl in the 
sign area eale1Jiatien, in aeeerElanee with the ~revisiens herein. When IJnit ~rises are allewea 
they shall net exceeel ten 13ercent af the tetal si§n area anel niJrnl:lers shall net exceeel six 
inehes in hei!jht. 

~ Tem~erary eenstriJetien si!jns may l:le ereetea ana rnaintainea fer a ~erieEl l:leginnin!J 
with the issiJanee ef a BIJiiEling ~ermit ana miJst l:le remevea within six menths frem the 
Elate the area ef new eenstriJetien er SIJI:lstantial rehal:lilitatien reeeives a tem~erary er 
final eertifieate ef eeeiJ~aney er a certifieate ef eem~letien, '""hiehever a~~lies. 
lolewever, any SIJGh si!jns shall l:le remevea immeEliately if the BIJiiElin!J ~ermit ex~ires 
ana eenstriJelien has net eemmeneeEl an Eller if the 13ermit is net renewed. 
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(h) With the exception of election/free speech signs and temporary window signs. Aall 
signs shall be reviewed under the design review process. Censtrustien signs may ee flat wall 
signs, j:)art ef a senstrustian tense, er rigis setashes signs, affixes te j:)ests ar a senstrustien 
faRGe. Banners are j:)Fehieites. Sheuls the j:)ermittes senstrustian sign ee j:lart ef a 
senstrustien tense, the size ef the sign sej:)y shall nat exsees what is j:)ermittes unser (s) 
aeave, hawever, a rensering af the j:)rejest, er artistis mural affixes airestly an a senstrustian 
tense shall net ee semj:)utes as i')art ef the sign area. Unless affixes te a senstrustien tense er 
an existing euilsing, setashes senstrustian signs shall ee seteask ten feet frem any I'JFej:)erty 
lifle, Maximum height ta the taj:l ef a setashes sign affixes ta j:)asts er a sanstrustian tense 
shall ee 12 feet aeeve grase. Maximum height ta the tal'l ef a flat sign affixes te a euilsing 
shall net extens aeeve the sesens stary ef sush euilsing. 

Sec. 138-134.- Election headquarter signs. 

(a) elestian signs are signs anneunsing i')alilisal sansisates seeking I'JllSiis effise ar 
asvesating i')esitiens relating te eallet issues. 
(e) In a semmersial sistrist er insustrial sistrist the numeer is limites enly ey sign area 
regulatiens. In resisential sistrists there shall ee ne mere than ene sign j:)er resisentiallluilsing 
GF-let-
fs*W The sign area in commercial or industrial districts for campaign headquarters shall not 
have a sign area limitation. Each candidate may have four ill campaign headquarters which 
shall be registered with the city clerk. Other sammersial ar insustrial Elistrist lesatians shall 
have the same reEJuirements as far senstrustien signs er real estate signs, whishe•1er is larger. 
The sign area in resisential Elistrists shall ee the same as fer senstruslien signs. 
(8) elestian signs shall lle remave8 se•1en says fellewing the elestian te 'Nhish they are 
aj:lj:Jiisallle. 
(e) It shalllle llnlawful fer any j:lersan ta i')aste, glue, j:lrint, j:laint ar ta affix er attash lly any 
means whatsee'ler Ia the surfase af any I'Jlllllis street, sisewalk, way er sure er te any i')Fei')erty 
af any gevernmental easy ar I'Jlllllis utility any j:Jelitisal sign, i')ester, j:Jiasar8 ar autemallile 
llumj:ler strij:l 8esigne8 er intense8 te a8vesate er ai')i')ese the neminatian er elestien ef any 
san8i8ate ar the a8aj:ltian er rejestien ef any i')elitisal measure. 

Ses. 138 135. Real estate signs Single family resisential. 

(a) Real estate signs lesates in single family resisential Elistrists are signs a8vertising the 
sale, lease er rent af the i')Femises lli')an whish sush sign is lesate8. Sign sai')y with I'JFises is 
J:>FahiBiteEf. 
(Ill There shall lle a maximum ef ene sign i')ermittes j:)er i')Fej:lerty exsei')t fer waterfrenl 
i')Faj:)erty where a sesen8 sign is j:)ermittes fasing the water. In a88itien ane strij:l sign te lle 
attashes sirestly eelew i')Fimary sign is allewe8, an8 ene "Oj:len l=leuse" tyj:le sign is alle'Nes 
enly while the ewner ar agent is en the i')Femises. Signs may lle seullle fases wevises all 
infarmatien is isentisal. 
(s) The sign area fer the j:)Fimary sign shall ee 14 inshes lly 18 inshes an8 the sign area 
fer the strij:l sign shall se twa in shes lly 18 inshes. "Oj:len l=lause" tyi')e signs shalllle 22 in shes 
lly 1 €i inshes. 
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(2) 

siw'E-

(d) 
(4) 

(a) 

. Rail ee removes witt1in seven says e fIRe sale er lease ef 

Only IRe fellewinQ infermatlen an 

" "fer Rent " er semeinatien tt1ereef. . 
"fer Sale," "fer lease, er , e k er realtor as FeQIS!ere9 

9 I f IRe real estate re er f IR '"ner er e. 
a. 

"•itA IRe flen aea : . el 19 exsee9 ene 1ns I Rei · i~e we res "By Owner" In lelleFIRQ n 9 ·nn eilt1er a "Realtor," 
. f II ··•inQ SllGR name as el " . . A At 

rAe name aneQe 
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· s·
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n tt1e name ee e .. 
..- -9 R 1 E:slate Cemmls · · A · A ·QRI 

G. 

9. TRe telej3Rene Rllm _e I 0 ly"· "''Vaterfrent"; "Peel." 
+t1e wares "By Ai3i391ntmen n . ' . ' 

e. . 9 · s are j3F9RII:llteEI. . · 
lrisessent ana illllmmate SIQn 9 "•Rite er elask ana 'h'Rite. ~le SIQRS 
"0j3en iolellse" lyj3e si_Qns may ~e res an " 

are j3errniUe9 en j3lll:lils j3F9j3erty. ·t frern IRe lisense 9ej3artment, WRIGR 

j3eFFRI!(s) IS I aj3~~~~~j3eR R9llS9" lyj3e SiQRS. 
sharQe fer s FIJ:l " 

. · d t ·al "asant lan ... . Multifamily, semmers•al, IR us Fl ' • 

eraw real estate SIQRS 
(9) +ernpy . A tt1e siQn is lesates. 

:: •~;::::.~~:::::. fe• '""" ~~:.•;:-,:,;: :::.-~::,:::'::,.rtmoolj,~.:::":~:: 
(1) Real_ esta~~ ~~:~v~s=~~ effises. Detast1e9 si~~~~~~~- :f;: ~a:eee plase9 en ~~~9i~R~~: is vasant, tt1ree feet if.~.~~ ~~~s ~~~:r:R'aen tRree feet frem j3F9j3erty line. 

(2) 

(a) 

S!FllG!lJFe 9F wall if S!FllGlllF~ 9F wa . 

HeiQRt st1all net exsee9 se.en feet. ·n le family resisential real estate SIQRS 
Only IRe infermati_en j3erm1Ue9 e~ asl ~ar: 
i31lls IRe fellewinQ lnfermatlen may J:li3 
a ZeninQ infermat1en. . . 

Size ef i3F9j3erty ansler ewlslnQ. 

:;e siQns are j3ermitte9 en f:llll:llis J:lFSJ:lerty. 
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(4) flat wall si!JRS may l:le Sj,ji:Jstit!,ltes with l:lanner tyf)e si!JRS. 
(a) Eash insi¥iS!,lal si!JR shall reseive a f)ermit fram the lisense se!)artment whish 

shall shar!Je a fee f)er si!JR as f)mvises in af)f)ensix A ar at na sast if 
f)ermit(s) is alllllies far ans al:ltaines anline. 

Sec. 138-137.- Banners and l:lallaan signs. 

(a) Balloon signs are prohibited in all zoning districts. Notwithstanding the foregoing, for 
special events authorized in accordance with the requirements prescribed by the city, 
sponsor's cold air balloon signs and inflatables tethered to the ground may be permitted, but 
only to the extent said signs and inflatables are approved pursuant to the special event review 
procedures as established by the city. Balloon signs are hot or cold air balloons or other gas 
filled figures or similar type signs. 
(l:l) There shall l:le a maxim!,lm af ane l:lanner f)er str!,lGt!,lre. 
(s) The si!JR area shall l:le setermines l:ly the histaris f)reservatian ana j,jri:Jan sesign 
sirestar !,lASer the SeSiQR review f)F9GeS!,lres. 
(s) Tem!)arary l:lanners shall l:le erestes ans maintaines far a f)erias nat ta exsees 14 
says, ans na mare than ane time S!,lriR!J a salensar year an a f)remises. 
(e) Tem13arary l:lanners shall l:le erestes, anshares, !,lSes, af)erates ar maintaines anly an 
a temf)arary f)ermit l:lasis as al3fJFaves !,lASer the sesi!JR review f)mses!,lres. A I:Jj,jilsiR!J !)ermit 
is reet!,lires. The I:Jj,jilsiAQ affisial shall reet!,lire a !)erfarmanse l:lans in an ama!,lRt setermines 
nesessary in arser ta iAS!,lre its remaval, I:Jj,jt nat less than the ama!,lRt 13mvisea in a!)f)ensix A 
Temf)arary l:lanners shall nat l:le !,lSes fer sanstr!,lstian si!JRS. 
(bl One (1) temporary banner per calendar year, per property. may be erected and maintained 
for a period not to exceed 14 days. 

1. Area shall not exceed 1 00 sg. ft. 

2. Design shall be subject to administrative design review and approval. 

(c) A building permit shall be required. The building official shall require a performance bond in 
an amount determined necessary in order to insure its removal. but not less than the amount 
provided in Appendix A. Temporary banners shall not be used for construction signs. 

Sec. 138-138. - Garage sale signs. 

(a) Garage sale signs are signs advertising garage sales. 
(b) The maximum number of garage sale signs shall be one. 
(c) The sign area shall be 12 inches by 18 inches. 
(d) The garage sale signs are allowed once yearly for a maximum period of two m days 

commencing on the first day of the sale and ending at the close of the sale. 
(e) A garage sale sign may only be posted during the effective time of a valid garage sale 

permit issued by the city. 

Sec. 138-139. - Cultural institutions temporary banner. 

(a) A cultural institution shall be defined as one that enaaaes in the performing arts 
(including, but not limited to, music, dance and theater), or visual arts (including, but not 
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limited to. painting, sculpture. and photography), or engages in cultural activities. serves the 
general public and has a permanent presence in the city. 
(b) The institution shall be designated by the Internal Revenue Service as tax exempt 
pursuant to section 501 (c)(3) or (4) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

(c) The institution shall have an established state corporate charter for at least one year 
prior to the application for approval and be maintained for duration of the approval. 
(d) A cultural institution may have temporary banners identifying a special event. exhibit or 
performance. there shall be a maximum of two banners per structure~. no larger than 30 
square feet each. 

(e) Banners may be installed up to 30 days prior to the special cultural event. exhibit or 
performance and shall be removed at the end of the special event. exhibit or performance. 

(f) Cultural institutions may use projected images of the special event. exhibit or 
performance up to a maximum of 30 days prior to the special event. exhibit or performance. 
and shall be removed within one 11\ day of the event. 
(g) Design of the banners and manner and duration (hours) of projection shall be subject 
to approval through the design review process. 

A s~lt~ral instit~tien may Rave a tem13erary 9anner ~naer tl1e felle•Nin§l sriteria: 

(1) A s~lt~ral instit~tien sl1all 9e ene tl1at en§la§les in IRe 13erfermin§1 arts (insl~ain§l, 9~1 net 
limitea te, m~sis, aanse ana 111eater), er vis~ a I arts (insl~ain§l, 9~1 net limitea te, 13aintin§1, 
ss~l13t~re, ana 13Rele§lrai3RY). er en§la§les in s~lt~ral astivities, serves tl1e §leneral 13~91is ana 
11as a 13ermanent 13resense in IRe sity. 

(2) TRe instiMien SRall 9e 8esi!jnate8 9y IRe Internal Reven~e Serviss as tax exem13t 
13~rs~ant te sestien §01 (s)(a) er (4) ef IRe Internal Reven~e Case. 

(a) Tl1e instiMien sA all Rave an esta91isl1e8 state ser13erate sl1arter fer at least ene year 
13rier te IRe al3131isatien fer al313reval ana 9e maintainea fer a~ratien ef IRe al313reval. 

(4) C~lt~ral instiMien tem13erary 9anners are 9anners iaentifyin§l a S13esial e'lent, exl1i9it 
er J3eFferA=~anee. 
(a) Tl1ere sl1all 9e a maxim~m ef 111ree 9anners 13er str~st~re. 

(e) Tl1e size ef IRe 9anners sl1all 9e 8etermine8 lAra~ §lA tl1e aesi§ln reviewer sertifisate ef 
a1313re13riateness 13resess, as a1313lisa91e, 13~rs~ant te sl1a13ter 118 ef IRe lana 8evele13ment 
re§l~latiens ana a1313reve8 9y tl1e aesi§ln review er 11isteris 13reservatien 9ear8s. 
(7) Banners may 9e installea ~13 te aO says 13rier te tl1e s13esial s~lt~ral event, exl1i9it er 
13erfermanse ana sl1all 9e remevea at tl1e ens ef IRe S13esial event, exl1i9it er 13erfermanse. 
(8) Tl1e metl1e8 ef install alien sl1all 9e aeterminea ~naer tl1e aesi§ln re'liew 13resea~res. 
(Q) C~lt~ral institutiens may ~se I3Fejeste8 ima§les ef tl1e s13esial event, exl1i9it er 
13erfermanse ~13 te a maxim~m ef aO says 13rier te IRe s13esial event, exl1i9it er 13erfermanse. 
lma§le, manner ana a~ratien (Re~rs) ef 13rejestien sl1all 9e s~9jest te a1313Feval tl1re~§IR tl1e 
deSi!jn F9'1i9W 13FeG9SS. 

Sec. 138-140.- Vacant storefront covers and signs. 

(a) Purpose. Vacant storefronts create blighted economic and social conditions contrary 
to the viable and healthy economic, aesthetic and social fabric that the city has cultivated and 
encouraged in its commercial zoning districts. The purpose of this section is to encourage and 
regulate the screening of the interior of vacant storefronts with aesthetically compatible and 
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attractive material, to obscure the deteriorated or deconstructed conditions of vacant 
storefronts, and to allow temporary signs to be included on this material. 
(b) Definition. For purposes of this section, a vacant storefront is any ground floor 
business establishment that is unoccupied. 
(c) Applicability. The requirements of this section apply only to the ground floor windows 
and doors of vacant storefronts that face a public right-of-way. 
(d) Storefront window cover permitted for vacant storefronts. Windows and doors may be 
completely screened with an opaque material obscuring the interior. The materials used to 
satisfy this requirement shall be subject to review and approval by the planning department 
design review staff, in accordance with applicable design review and historic preservation 
criteria, and shall consist of 60-pound weight paper, or similar opaque material. Windows 
covered in accordance with this section may remain covered until issuance of a certificate of 
use or occupancy for the new occupant, whichever occurs first. 
(e) Temporary signs permitted. Material applied to windows in conformity with this section 
shall not contain general advertising signs or other prohibited sign types. Such material may 
contain signs that comply with the regulations of this chapter, as follows: 
(1) Artistic or super graphics in accordance with section 138-204, which may cover 100 
percent of the window; and 
(2) Other types of signage allowed by this chapter, including real estate signs iR 
aGGardanGe with seGtien 138 13&, and construction signs in accordance with section 138-
133; signage under this provision may be incorporated into artistic or super graphics as 
referenced in (1) above, however text of such signage shall be limited to no more than 25 
percent of the total window area of the vacant storefront. 
The design and material of all proposed signs under this section shall require review by the 
planning department design review staff, in accordance with applicable design review and 
historic preservation criteria. 

(f) City-provided storefront cover. The city may also produce and provide preapproved 
storefront covers, with or without charge, to encourage the coverage of vacant storefronts. 
Covers provided by the city shall also satisfy the requirements of this section. 

ARTIClE V. SIGN REGUlATIONS ElY DISTRICTS 

SeG. 138 172. SGhedule ef sign Fegulatians for prinGipal and aGGessary use signs. 
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ARTICLE VL - SPECIFIC USE SIGNS 

Sec. 138-202.- Signs for shopping centers. 

Signs for shopping centers (for purposes of this article a shopping center is a main permitted 
use in a commercial district with three or more individual stores) shall be subject to the 
following: 

Type of Sign Number Sign ~ggregate Special Conditions 
Area Area 

Individual store sign: 
Ten 

A flat sign identifying One per 
square N/A None. 

the name of the store front. 
establishment. 

feet. 

Pole signs are prohibited. A detached 
monument sign is permitted as the main 

Main shopping center 
shopping center sign; the height and 

sign: Identifying the 
One sign per 

30 
size of the monument shall be 

street determined under the design review name of the shopping square N/A 
center and the names 

frontage or 
feet. 

process. One five square foot directory 

of the stores. 
waterfront. sign per 20,000 square feet or fraction 

thereof of floor area is permitted when 
located on the exterior wall of the 

building. 

Sec. 138-204.- Jl.rtistiG er super graphies Non-Commercial Graphics and Images. 

Artistis ar SlJ!)er gra!)hiss. iRGilJEliRg arejesteEl ar illlJFRiRateEl still/shaRaiRa iFRages aREl/ar ReaR 
eaREliRg that have Ra saFRFRersial assasiatiaR are ~JerFRitteEl, aREl FRay ar FRay Rat fase a street, 
with the a!)~Jre¥al af the ElesigR review eaarEl ar histaris areseF¥atiaR eaarEl. iR asserElaRse with 
ti'le aeplisaele ElesiaR re¥iew er sertifisate af apprepriateRess sriteria. If ti'ley are lasateEl iR a 
lasal histaris Elistrist ar lJ!)aR a histaris site theA it shall ee revieweEl ey the jaiRt ElesigR review 
aREl histaris preseF¥atiaR eearEl !)lJFSlJaRI Ia sha!)ter 118, artisle II. l=lawever swsh araehjss 
shall Rat ee eerFRitteEl iR ar fasiRa a resjEleRiial Elistrist 
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(a) Non-electronic graphics and images. Artistic murals. graphics and images. 
composed of paint. tile. stone. or similar. non- electronic medium. which 
have no commercial association. may be applied to a building or structure. if 
approved by the design review board or historic preservation board. as 
applicable. in accordance with the applicable design review or certificate of 
appropriateness criteria. 

(b) Electronic graphics and images. Artistic murals. graphics and images. 
including projected or illuminated still images and/or neon banding. 
composed of an electronic medium. which have no commercial association. 
may be installed on a building or structure. if approved by the design review 
board or historic preservation board. as applicable. in accordance with the 
applicable design review or certificate of appropriateness criteria. 
Additionally. such electronic graphics and images shall comply with the 
following: 

(1 ). Unless moving images are approved by the design review board or 
historic preservation board. as applicable. only still. non-moving. murals. 
graphics or images shall be permitted. 

(2) The maximum number of electronic murals. graphics or images shall not 
exceed two (2) per property. 

(3) Unless a larger size is approved by the design review board or historic 
preservation board. as applicable. the maximum size of an electronic 
mural. graphic or image shall not exceed 100 square feet when facing a 
street or sidewalk. 

(4) All such electronic murals. graphics or images shall only be permitted in 
commercial or mixed-use districts and shall not be permitted to face a 
residential district. 

(5) A minimum distance separation of 1 .500 feet shall be required from 
properties with electronic murals. graphics or images. 

(6) All such electronic murals. graphics or images shall l:ls t~:~rl'ls€1 eft a!'l€1 
sRall either be reduced in illumination to a maximum of 250 nits or FIEM 
fiiRetieFl or be turned off between the hours of 12:00 am 11 :QQ am and 
7:00am. 7 days a week. 

• • • 
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SECTION 2. CODIFICATION. 

It is the intention of the Mayor and City Commission of the City of Miami Beach, and it is 
hereby ordained that the provisions of this ordinance shall become and be made part of 
the Code of the City of Miami Beach, Florida. The sections of this ordinance may be 
renumbered or re-lettered to accomplish such intention, and, the word "ordinance" may 
be changed to "section", "article", or other appropriate word. 

SECTION 3. REPEALER. 

All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith be and the same are hereby 
repealed. 

SECTION 4. SEVERABILITY. 

If any section, subsection, clause or provision of this Ordinance is held invalid, the 
remainder shall not be affected by such invalidity. 

SECTION 5. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

This Ordinance shall take effect ten days following adoption. 

PASSED and ADOPTED this __ day of _____ , 2016. 

ATTEST: 

Rafael E. Granado 
City Clerk 

(Sponsored by Commissioner Ricky Arriola) 

Underline denotes additions 
StFike tl=lmugh denotes deletions 

Philip Levine 
Mayor 

APPROVED AS TO 
FORM & LANGUA E 
& XEvu• "-'"' 

Bold Double Underline denotes non-substantive corrections added after 1 ' 1 Reading 
8eld Strike threugh denotes non-substantive corrections added after 1" Reading 

First Reading: September 27, 2016 
Second Reading: October 19,2016 

Verified By: --==---=-:-:----:-:-:=,.-
Thomas R. Mooney, AICP 
Planning Director 
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