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Sec. 138-140. - Vacant storefront covers and signs.

(a)

(d)

Purpose. Vacant storefronts create blighted economic and social conditions
contrary to the viable and healthy economic, aesthetic and social fabric that
the city has cultivated and encouraged in its commercial zoning districts. The
purpose of this section is to encourage and regulate the screening of the
interior of vacant storefronts with aesthetically compatible and attractive
material, to obscure the deteriorated or deconstructed conditions of vacant

storefronts, and to allow temporary signs to be included on this material.

Definition. For purposes of this section, a vacant storefront is any ground

floor business establishment that is unoccupied.

Applicability. The requirements of this section apply only to the ground floor

windows and doors of vacant storefronts that face a public right-of-way.

Storefront window cover permitted for vacant storefronts. Windows and
doors may be completely screened with an opaque material obscuring the
interior. The materials used to satisfy this requirement shall be subject to
review and approval by the planning department design review staff, in
accordance with applicable design review and historic preservation criteria,
and shall consist of 60-pound weight paper, or similar opaque material.
Windows covered in accordance with this section may remain covered until
issuance of a certificate of use or occupancy for the new occupant,

whichever occurs first.

Temporary signs permitted. Material applied to windows in conformity with
this section shall not contain general advertising signs or other prohibited
sign types. Such material may contain signs that comply with the regulations

of this chapter, as follows:

(1) Artistic or super graphics in accordance with_section 138-204, which

may cover 100 percent of the window; and

(2) Other types of signage allowed by this chapter, including real estate

signs and construction signs in accordance with_section 138-133;

signage under this provision may be incorporated into artistic or super
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graphics as referenced in (1) above, however text of such signage shall
be limited to no more than 25 percent of the total window area of the

vacant storefront.

The design and material of all proposed signs under this section shall
require review by the planning department design review staff, in
accordance with applicable design review and historic preservation

criteria.

City-provided storefront cover. The city may also produce and provide
preapproved storefront covers, with or without charge, to encourage
the coverage of vacant storefronts. Covers provided by the city shall

also satisfy the requirements of this section.

(Ord. No. 2106-4045, § 1, 10-19-16)
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