Attachment C Agenda Item 6.B.6
TPO RESOLUTION #26-18

RESOLUTION URGING THE FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION TO ACCELERATE NECESSARY ROADWAY
IMPROVEMENTS ON THE JULIA TUTTLE CAUSEWAY FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE MIAMI BEACH-BEACH EXPRESS NORTH
AS PART OF THE BUS EXPRESS RAPID TRANSIT (BERT) NETWORK
OF THE STRATEGIC MIAMI AREA RAPID TRANSIT (SMART) PLAN

WHEREAS, the Transportation Planning Organization (TPO), on February 18, 2016, adopted Resolution
#06-16, which established transit as the “highest priority” for Miami-Dade County; and

WHEREAS, under Resolution #26-16, the TPO Governing Board endorsed the Strategic Miami Area
Rapid Transit (SMART) Plan, which includes six (6) rapid transit corridors and a network of nine (9) bus express
rapid transit (BERT) services; and

WHEREAS, the TPO Governing Board adopted Resolution #27-17, which designated specific funds for
the implementation of the SMART Plan; and

WHEREAS, the TPO Governing Board adopted Resolution #14-18, which endorsed the identification
and implementation of Demonstration projects that advance elements of the SMART Plan; and

WHEREAS, the TPO Transportation and Mobility Committee (TMC) identified eleven eligible projects,
including the Miami Beach-Beach Express North (“Beach Express North™) for the SMART Plan Demonstration
projects, and recommended favorably the endorsement of same; and

WHEREAS, implementation of the Beach Express North project will bridge current service gaps for
commuters while providing greater mobility options and relieve congestion within the corridor; and

WHEREAS, success of the Beach Express North BERT project requires the use of the shoulders to ensure
premium service and travel time reliability; and

WHEREAS, the inside shoulder does not meet the minimum width requirements and does not have
structural integrity for bus operations, thereby requiring rehabilitation and lane restriping to render it operational
for bus service; and

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Transportation has estimated that the rehabilitation and striping
of the inside shoulder will take at least 1.5 to 2 years; and

WHEREAS, the MacArthur Causeway east bridge is scheduled for major structural repairs beginning as
early as summer 2018 with a duration of approximately 1 year and with at least one lane of travel closed during
construction; and

WHEREAS, closure of a lane of travel on MacArthur Causeway will have significant traffic impacts on
the Julia Tuttle Causeway and will require several traffic mitigation strategies; and

WHEREAS, the outside shoulder of the Julia Tuttle Causeway is currently used for a bike lane, however,
since re-opening of the Venetian Causeway in 2017, bike usage of the outside shoulder on the Julia Tuttle
Causeway has declined to 188 bicyclists per week based on TPO data,
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