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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC VIEW OF IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD COURTESY GOOGLE EARTH

INDIAN CREEK
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POSTCARD CIRCA 1950’S - FRONT PHOTOS 
AND BACK WITH DESCRIPTION OF HOTEL
(COLLECTION OF ARTHUR MARCUS)
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1951PHOTOGRAPH (8)
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1964 PHOTOGRAPH (8)
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1958 PHOTOGRAPHS (8)
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ABOVE:
1964 PHOTOGRAPH (8)

BELOW:
1958 PHOTOGRAPH (8)
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ABOVE: PARTIAL PHOTOGRAPH 
OF WEST ELEVATION, 1964 (8)

BELOW: PHOTOGRAPH OF 
PARTIAL SOUTH AND WEST 
ELEVATIONS, 1958 (8)
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1958 PHOTOGRAPH OF SIGN ON SOUTH ELEVATION 
ALONG INDIAN CREEK DRIVE. (8)



Originally known as the Wentworth Apartments, the building 
was formerly known as the Prince Michael Hotel and is now 
known as the Prince Michael Condominium.  This is a unique 
low rise building designed by the noted Architect Roy France 
in 1951 in the Miami Modern architectural style.  It is unique in 
that France is best known as the architect of many of the high-
rises gracing the beachside of Collins Avenue in mid-Miami 
Beach..  It is not known where the name of the Hotel origi-
nated.

2017  PHOTOGRAPHS 
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EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION LOOKING SOUTH
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MEDALLION INSET INTO TERRAZZO AT FRONT ENTRANCE PORCH
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF TYPICAL WINDOW FRAME DETAILS
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EAST (FRONT) ELEVATION LOOKING NORTH
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VIEWS TOWARDS POOL (REAR) ENTRANCE TO LOBBY
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REAR (WEST) POOL AREA LOOKING EAST
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WEST (REAR) ELEVATION ALONG INDIAN CREEK DRIVE - PHOTOGRAPH 2016
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PHOTOGRAPHS FROM INDIAN CREEK DRIVE
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ABOVE:  VIEW OF SOUTH (SIDE) ELEVATION

LEFT:  ORIGINAL CONCRETE SIGNAGE PYLON 
STILL EXISTS ALONG INDIAN CREEK DRIVE 
ALONG WITH A PORTION OF THE ORIGINAL 
NEON SIGNAGE.
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VIEW LOOKING WEST FROM LOBBY TO COLLINS AVENUE.
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ABOVE: LOOKING SOUTH AT 
LOBBY

BELOW: LOOKING 
NORTHEAST AT LOBBY

ALTHOUGH THE BUILDING IS 
ORIENTED HORIZONTALLY ON 
THE EXTERIOR,  ON THE INTERIOR 
THE ARCHITECT HAS GIVEN AN 
EXTRA TALL CEILING 
THROUGHOUT THE LOBBY AREA 
ADORNED WITH THE TYPES OF 
SIMPLE CYLINDRICAL + CHUNKY 
COLUMNS WITH MINIMAL 
DETAILING - TYPICAL IN THE 
DETAILING OF ARCHITECT ROY 
FRANCE’S BEACHFRONT 
SKYSCRAPER HOTELS IN MIAMI 
BEACH.  THE ANGULAR BUMP-
OUT ON TH ETOP PHOTO AND 
THE ROUNDED BUMP-OUT IN THE 
LOWER PHOTO APPEAR TO BOTH 
BE NON-HISTORIC



30

ABOVE: VIEW TOWARDS NON-HISTORIC MAILBOX ENCLOSURE AT LOBBY

BELOW:  HISTORIC SERRATED WALLS ADJACENT TO POOL ENTRANCE AT LOBBY
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ROY FRANCE ARCHITECT
Roy F. France (1888–1972) was born in Hawley, Minnesota, 
and studied at the Armour Institute of Technology (1905–06) 
and the Chicago Technical School. As a young man, he 
worked as a draftsman in Chicago. He was a hotel architect in 
the Windy City until he and his wife took a train trip to Flor-
ida in 1931 and enjoyed it so much that they settled perma-
nently in Miami Beach. (1) 

Here, he designed dozens of prominent Art Deco and Post-
war Modern oceanfront hotels, virtually creating the Miami 
Beach skyline, particularly in the Mid-beach area. Many of 
France’s Miami Beach buildings have been demolished but 20 
still remain between 24th and 44th Streets. (1)_

His philosophy for design was to “Let in the air and sun. 
That’s what people come to Florida for.”   France was one of 
a small group of Architects just before and after World War II 
who shaped and designed a new Miami Beach - a city for   
tomorrow.

In this Collins Waterfront neighborhood, FRance was by far 
the most prolific architect. France was a hotel architect in Chi-
cago until he and his wie took a train trip to Florida  and en-
joyed it so much that they moved permanently to MIami 
Beach,  where he designed dozens of prominent hotels in Art 
Deco and Post War Modern styles adapted to local condi-
tions. His son, Roy France, Jr., worked as his partner briefly 
but died at a young age.  (1)

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS:
CADILLAC HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
CASABLANCA HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH 1949
CAVALIER HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH 1936
EDGEWATER BEACH, MIAMI BEACH 
LAUDERDALE BEACH HOTEL,  FORT LAUDERDALE 1936
NATIONAL HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH 1940
OCEAN GRANDE HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH (DEMOLISHED)
PALMS HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
SANS SOUCI HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
SAXONY HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
SEA ISLE HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
SHOREMEDE HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH (DEMOLISHED)
SOHO BEACH HOUSE,  MIAMI BEACH
SOVEREIGN HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
ST MORITZ / LOEWS MIAMI BEACH, 1939
VERSAILLES HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH
WHITMAN HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH (DEMOLISHED)

TOP PHOTO: CAVALIER HOTEL, MMIAMI BEACH

MIDDLE PHOTO:  CADILLAC HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH

LOWER PHOTO:  CADILLAC HOTEL ENTRY,  MIAMI BEACH

PREVIOUS PAGE: SANS SOUCI HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH



According to the Building Card - 2618 Collins Avenue cost 

$250,000.00 to construct in 1951 with concrete and concrete 

block construction for the three story building with and addi-

tional elevator opening at the fourth floor roof.  

The Building Card notes 33 apartments (1-bedroom/2-baths)  

plus 24 hotel rooms with one bath per room.   

Please note that there were no original architectural drawings 

available for this property from the Records Section of the City 

of MIami Beach Building Department.

BUILDING CARD
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EXISTING CONDITIONS DRAWINGS

THE FOLLOWING DRAWINGS WERE COMPLETED TO 
DOCUMENT THE BUILDING FOR MISCELLANEOUS 
RENOVATIONS IN 1993 BY ROSS-SEIDLER ARCHITECTS OF 
MIAMI, FLORIDA.
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1) Collins Waterfront Historic District Designation Report prepared 
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2000,  p. 9.
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