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NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY      
(This) “Collins Avenue oceanfront neighborhood is closely 
associated with the first known settlement of the barrier 
island that would become Miami Beach. Except for the 
small area west of Lake Pancoast, this land was first platted 
in 1916 as the Oceanfront Subdivision by the Miami Beach 
Improvement Company, the realty company founded by 
Miami Beach pioneer John Collins in 1912. The company 
name was the first official use of the term "Miami Beach." 
(1)

The dredging and opening of the Collins Canal as well as 
the construction and opening of the wooden Collins Bridge 
(in 1913) across Biscayne Bay made the island conveniently 
accessible.”  (1)

“The shore's of the Lake were the site (in 1914) of the origi-
nal homestead of Collins and of his son-in-law Thomas J. 
Pancoast, who was the City's second mayor, founded the 
Chamber of Commerce and contributed greatly to the early 
days of the City's development as a resort.” (2) 

“The completion of the Canal not only afforded transporta-
tion of Collins' agricultural produce, but also allowed land-
fill and building materials to be brought by barge into the 
core of the Beach. The earliest buildings to be constructed 
in the proposed historic district were the properties of the 
Collins and Pancoast families, but they no longer exist.”  (3) 

“It was also in 1913 that the Collins family deeded a por-
tion of their oceanfront property between 21st and 22nd 
Streets...as a permanent park and recreation ground.  This 
area is still known today as Collins Park.  Collins Avenue, 
previously known as Atlantic Boulevard, was renamed in 
Collins’ honor in 1914.“(3)

“In 1914 the Pancoasts opened the Miami Beach Casino on 
the Ocean at 23rd Street. It was the island's third bathing 
pavilion and the first to have a swimming pool. Carl Fisher 
bought it two years later, refurbished it and renamed it the 
Roman Pools,  with a distinctive windmill that served as a 
pump to fill the pools with seawater. The windmill was heav-
ily damaged in the 1926 hurricane, but remained standing 
as a beach front concession stand when it was demolished 
in the 1960s.”  (3) 

The real landmark in the neighborhood was the  or ig ina l 
Roney Plaza Hotel at 23rd & Collins Avenue.  Additional 
pioneering hotels in the 1920’s  in this part of MIami Beach 
included the Pancoast Hotel and the Good Hotel.

TOP PHOTO:   PANCOAST HOME ON LAKE PANCOAST 1925 

MIDDLE TOP PHOTO:  MIAMI BEACH CASINO circa 1920‘s

LOWER MIDDLE PHOTO:  RONEL PLAZA HOTEL, CIRCA 1920’S THE APPROXI-
MATE VIEW FROM THE FUTURE PRINCE MICHAEL

LOWER PHOTO: PANCOAST HOTEL, OPENED 1923



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH WITH LAKE 
PANCOAST AT CENTER WITH 2618 
COLLINS AVENUE HIGHLIGHTED BY 
ARROW. (5)

BELOW: POSTCARD COLORED 
PHOTOGRAPH OF INDIAN CREEK 
BELOW 41ST STREET.  THE PINKISH 
TOWER AT CENTER LEFT IS THE 
CADILLAC HOTEL BY ARCHITECT ROY 
FRANCE.  (6)
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2618 COLLINS AVENUE

aka PRINCE MICHAEL HOTEEL

aka WENTWORTH APARTMENTS

ORIGINAL ARCHITECT:  ROY FRANCE    

YEAR BUILT:  1951

STATUS:  CONTRIBUTING

2618 COLLINS AVENUE IS LOCATED IN THE CITY OF MIAMI 
BEACH COLLINS WATERFRONT HISTORIC DISTRICT.

HISTORIC RESOURCES
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2618 COLLINS AVENUE is an excellent and often 
over-looked example of small scale urban MiMo mid-century archi-
tecture.  The strong front horizontal window bands recall the 
words of Architect Erich Mendelssohn, “who espoused the “hori-
zontal tendency”, claiming it by nature more appropriate to a 
democratic industrial society with its parallel connections of ele-
ments.”  (4)

The impactful architecture along Collins Avenue indeed becomes a 
strong horizontal branding element for the hotel,  instantly identify-
ing this facade in the neighborhood.

It is ironic that the Architect for this building - Roy France - is best 
known for his series of beach-front skyscraper hotels in Miami 
Beach.  His advice regarding design was, “Let in the air and sun.  
That’s what people come to Florida for.” 

After World War II he went on to contribute such landmarks of the 
Post War Modern style as the Saxony and the Sans Souci Hotels 
on Collins Avenue at 32nd STreet, and the Casablanca further 
northward.

PHOTOGRAPH FROM POSTCARD CIRCA 1950’S

The coordinated flagstone clad columns and partial front and rear 
facing flagstone walls appear to be historic as they appear in his-
toric photographs as seen above.  Unfortunately there are no origi-
nal architectural drawings.   And stone was a preferred accent ma-
terial in mid-century buildings.

Neon signage was also all the rage in 1950’s Miami Beach.  As the 
Architect for many hotels in the neighborhood,  France typically 
utilized the hotel signage as a decorative foil to the lines of the 
architecture.

The Building Card noted 5 neon signs:     
1) Roof Sign reading “Prince MIchael”     
2) Flat wall signs reading “Prince Michael”     
2) Flat wall signs reading “P M”       
In addition to the Porte Cochere signage



7

POSTCARD PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE POOL AREA, CIRCA 1960.
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DECEMBER 26, 1951 ARTICLE IN THE CANADIAN JEWISH CHRONICLE REGARDING NEW OWNERS OF THE PRINCE MICHAEL.


