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These properties at 1666 + 1670 James Avenue have actually
Neighborhood Context played witness to a remarkable history in Miami Beach. By 1915
there were outdoor tennis courts located at the future location of
the Albion Hotel, as seen in the photo at left. And in 1917 Carl
Fisher retained Architect August Geiger to design a new indoor
tennis court with iron trusses supporting a glass roof. This glass

roof can be seen in the 1928 aerial photograph at left on this

page.

Tennis..."was one of many sports - golf, polo, motorboat racing -
that Fisher would promote in order to attract a young, active
crowd to Miami Beach. In 1917 August Geiger (Architect) de-
signed an enclosed tennis court to the north of the surface
courts, on the north side of Lincoln Road between James and
Washington Avenues. It was lighted, so one could play day pr
nite.” (6) This indoor court was at the future location of 1666 +

1670 James Avenue.

“The property at 1700 James Avenue (aka Casa Tua Restaurant) is
an example of the single family architecture originally prominent
in this area. ” (1) As the central city Mlami Beach hotel district
gradually expanded from the oceanfront and Collins Avenue ho-
tels, James Avenue has become a relatively quiet respite from

the surrounding urbanity.

“Within the district, at James Avenue north of Lincoln Road,

Fisher developed an indoor tennis complex within iron trusses

supporting a glass roof.Further north, at Collins and 23rd Street,

TOP PHOTO: 1928 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH SHOWING GLASS ROOF OF ~ Was Fisher's Miami Beach Bath and Beach Club, a bathing and
INDOOR TENNIS COURT ON JAMES AVENUE WITH OUTDOOR COURTS  entertainment complex which along with the golf course and ten-

AT THE CORNER OF LINCOLN ROAD AND JAMES AVENUE.(11) . N . , - _
nis pavilion comprised the recreation amenities of Fisher's devel-

TOP MIDDLE PHOTO: 1917 INDOOR TENNIS COURT FORMERLY EXIST- opment.” (3)
ING AT 1666-1670 JAMES AVENUE (9)

LOWER PHOTOGRAPH: EAST END OF LINCOLN ROAD AND JAMES AVE- The location of these former Tennis Courts is confirmed in the

NUE IN 1915 WITH CARL FISHER'S HOME "THE SHADOWS' AT FARRIGHT  City of Mlami Beach Historic Data Base Files which states: “In
AT LINCOLN ROAD AND THE ATLANTIC OCEAN.(9) ) ) ]
1935 L7 & L8 are part of the ‘Tennis Garden;’ in 1952 L7 is

vacant.” Location Sketch is shown on page 10.




. Carl Fisher literally created Miami Beach in the early 20th cen-
NelghborhOOd Context tury as much as ay marketing concept and brand asya physical
entity. And Fisher believed in being an integral part of this de-
velopment by building his own home, called ‘The Shadows’ -
located at Lincoln Road at the Atlantic Ocean. Within two
blocks of Fisher's home was his real estate office at Collins &
Washington and his tennis courts at Lincoln Road and James

Avenue.

“The layout of blocks and streets remaining in the expanded
district is consistent with the original developments, although
some street names have changed (ie. Cardinal Avenue became
Park Avenue, Sheridan became Liberty Avenue, Miami Avenue
became Washington Avenue, etc) . Land use surrounding and
within the district evolved as development pressures increased
from the boom-time 1920's into the even more successful
1930's and 1940's.” (2)

“The majority of the buildings within the expanded district were
constructed after the land bust of 1926 and the depression of

1929. This second major period of construction lasted from
1930 through World War Il up to 1948-49. During this period,
as Miami Beach recovered from the bust, architectural design

shifted from the traditional to the modern. ” (4)

“The land area west of the district, now occupied by the Jackie
Gleason Theater of the Performing Arts and the Miami Beach
Convention Center, was originally the Alton Beach Golf and
Country Club, a private golf course developed by Carl Fisher.
The 21st street Community Center Clubhouse was built in 1916
as the golf course's clubhouse. The 21st Street Community Cen-

ter site was designated a local historic site in 1984.” (5)

TOP PHOTO: ALBION HOTEL BY ARCHITECT IGOR POLEVITZSKY IN CIRCA
1940 PHOTOGRAPH BY MIAMI NEWS.

MIDDLE PHOTO: CARIB THEATER AT LINCOLN ROAD AND JAMES AVE.
LOWER PHOTO: VIEW LOOKING WEST FROM JAMES AVENUE ON
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LINCOLN ROAD MAP, 1941

THE FUTURE SITES OF 1666 +
( 1670 JAMES AVENUE ARE STILL
VACANT.
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TOP PHOTO: 1940 LOOKING EAST ON LINCOLN ROAD
FROM JAMES AVENUE, (11)

MIDDLE PHOTO: LINCOLN ROAD 1947 (11)

LOWER PHOTO: TEMPLE EMANU EL,
17th & WASHINGTON AVENUE (10)
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1941 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH FROM 2.24.1941 LIFE
MAGAZINE HIGHLIGHTING THE PROPERTIES AT
1666 + 1670 JAMES AVENUE AS YET UNBUILT
UPON.
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1941 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH FEATURING 1670 JAMES AVENUE IN THE LOWER LEFT HAND CORNER
THE LAND REMAINS VACANT FOR THE FUTURE 1666 JAMES AVENUE.
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1958 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH TAKEN OVER THE ATLANTIC OCEAN LOOKING WEST AT LINCOLN ROAD.
BOTH 1666 AND 1670 JAMES AVENUE ARE FEATURED.



1959 AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH
gs FEATURING BOTH 1666 AND
1670 JAMES AVENUE (8)

-

.

»

Porerays -
L& .
]

ST

3 ‘ X gl
T
T T "
y T ¥
v al g Y 4 i
B : a ‘. e v i
\ ol X ves
il &% T L,
y & i T
| » 3 MR — 3 v
o ) N )

) EAS




Site Planr

NOTES

l
1 Alli ot 20

COMM. PANELNO._—
DATEOFFLAM,

I HEREBY CERTIFY TO CREST GROUP, INC., TOTALBANK,
i FIRST AMERICAN TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY AND GUTTMAN

B
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hereon
Dot

DEL VALLE, P.A. THAT THIS SURVEY REPRESENTS A
TRUE AND CORRECT SURVEY MADE ON THE GROUND UNDER |
NY DIRECT SUPERVISION ON FEBRUARY 1, 1997; THAT
THESE

ILDINGS DO NOT ENCROACH ON ANY STREET,

BU
.! ITLE OR BUILDING LINES, NOR ARE THERE ANY

38 ENCROACHNENTS BY INPROVEMENTS FROM ADJOINING
6o PROPERTIES, AND THAT THE SURVEY WAS PREPARED IN

-

ACCORDANCE WITH THE " MINIMUM TECHANICAL STANDARDS"
AS SEY FORTH BY THE FLORIDA STATEZ BOARD OF LAND
SURVEYORS PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 21 EH-6, FLORIDA
ADMINISTRATIVE CODE.
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THIS PROPERTY DESCRIBED AS: LOTS 7 & 8 AND THE SOUTH 20.0 FEET [h
OF LOT 9, BLOCK 31, "FISHERS FIRST SUBDIVISION OF ALTON BEACH"|%
ACCORDING TO THE PLAT THEREOF, AS RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 2, PAGH ®|J
77, OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS OF DADE COUNTY, FLORIDA. o L
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1666 James Avenue

Address: 1666 James Avenue
Crest Hotel Suites

Architect: Carlos B. Schoeppl
1997 Renovations by

Perez & Perez Architects
Date of Construction: 1941
Architectural Style:  Moderne
Zoning District: RM-1

Historic Districts: Museum Historic District (Local)
Miami Beach Architectural District

(National Register District)

This three story multi-family apartment building was de-
signed by the noted local Architect Carlos Schoeppl, and
constructed in 1955 for the Owners - Mr. & Mrs. Israel
Schultz..  The building originally contained a total of 24
apartments - 9-efficiencies and 15-one bedroom/1-bath
units. It was constructed of concrete and concrete block

atop spread concrete footings with a flat roof..

Designed in the MiMo (Miami Modern) style with an asym-
metrical facade cut by vertical banding of roman brick util-
ized as decoration. Part of the facade is flush with the build-
ing line with continuous ribbon widows and concrete sun-
shades.  The other part of the facade is recessed behind

the building line to provide for the open-air stairwell.

The primary decorative building feature are the stair railings
on the front facade of the building. The original railings
were likely constructed of stone or aluminum and these
were also likely replaced by the current aluminum railings in
the 1990’'s renovation by Perez & Perez. These railings fea-
ture repetitive vertical bands on both horizontal walkways
and diagonal stairs. These railings gave the building its dis-

tinctive appearance.

The exterior porch is located on the front facade of the build-
ing featuring terrazzo floors. Primary entryway is behind a
fence that surrounds the building. A pool is located directly

in front of the property within the fenced perimeter.

1989 PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY CITY OF MIAMI BEACH HISTORIC DATA BASE
FILE
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1666 James Avenue - 2018 Photographs

1666 JAMES AND 1670 JAMES AVENUE
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LEFT PHOTO: SOUTH ELEVATION AT 1670
JAMES AVENUE

LOWER PHOTO: WEST (REAR) ELEVATIONS
AT 1666 JAMES AVENUE AT RIGHT AND 1670
JAMES AVENUE AT LEFT.
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Carlos B. Schoeppl Architect

Carlos B. Schoeppl Architect (1898-1990)

was born in Texas and studied architecture at UCLA. A
larger-then-life character, he had an early interest in avia-
tion and counted Howard Hughes and Eddie Ricken-
backer among his friends, who called him ‘Shep.” He
moved to Jacksonville in 1926 to work with developer
D.P. Davis and came to Miami Beach in 1933. Despite
the Depression, he received many commissions to de-
sign luxurious winter homes fo the wealthy along Flor-
ida’s “Gold Coast’” specializing in theMediterranean
style. In the 1930’s he partnered with Arnold Southwell,

who was born in Washington state and had worked in
New York City.” (7)

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS:

1666 James Avenue

2700 Bay Avenue

2954 North Bay Road

5030 North Bay Road

546 Lincoln Road Cadillac Building 1929

625 Lincoln Road 1935

1228 Collins Avenue Palm Apartment Hotel 1931
911 3rd Street 1946

610-612 16th Street Jean Sandra Apartments 1931
326 Meridian Avenue 1934

222 Ocean Drive 1932

Sahara Motel 1953 Sunny Isles

Park Cross Village Apartments 1951 Bal Harbour Village
5027 Collins Avenue for William G. Potts (demolished)

4101 Collins Avenue Lucerne Hotel 1955 &3’@\& v ifé %giii%l A ﬁﬁi@!ﬁiﬁ@
N a \

TOP PHOTO: PARK CROSS VILLAGE 1951
MIDDLE PHOTO: 2954 NORTH BAY ROAD 1931
LOWER PHOTO: 5030 NORTH BAY ROAD 1937
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1670 James Avenue

Address: 1670 James Avenue
\ aka Crest Hotel
Architect: Edward A. Nolan

Date of Construction: 1941
Architectural Style: Moderne

Historic Districts: Museum Historic District (Local)
Miami Beach Architectural District
(National Register District)

Note that there were no original plans or elevations avail-
able from the City of Miami Beach Building Department
Records Desk for this property.

This three-story hotel is located one half block from Lincoln
Road and was originally constructed in 1941 in the Mod-
erne architectural style at a cost of $63,000.00 as the Crest
Hotel - according to the City of Miami Beach Building Card.

Moderne - aka Streamline Moderne - was the evolution of
the Art Deco architectural style in the late 1930’s into the
more streamlined Moderne style, with the use of curving
forms, long horizontal lines and allusions to speed and ma-

chinery.

The Crest Hotel originally contained 44 rooms according to
the Building Card. It is constructed of concrete and con-
crete block atop a spread footing foundation and with a flat

roof and concrete parapet.

The front facade is designed in a symmetrical manner, with
tall glazed panels on the 1st floor and with ribbon windows
on the 2nd and 3rd floors. The centered vertical marquee
signboard begins at the concrete sunshade above the 1st
floor doors and continues up three stories to become a
sculptural hat for the building. Seen from the angle in the
upper photograph on this page - this rooftop construction
almost appears as a giant winged bird taking flight.

Pink oolitic limestone is featured at the building base and in
highlighted vertical banding adjacent to the ribbon win-
dows on the 2nd and 3rd floors, as well as on the 1st floor
columns.. An outdoor porch is located on the east front
facade of the building with an elaborate stone balustrade
surrounding the porch. The primary entryway is located
centrally on the front east facade of the building and
features a central glazed double door with clerestory win-

dows above and flanked by fixed windows at both sides.
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TOP PHOTO: CREST HOTEL BLACK + WHITE REPRODUCTION OF AN ORIGI-
NAL COLORED POSTCARD, DATE UNMARKED.

LOWER PHOTO: CREST HOTEL COLOR PHOTOGRAPH, 1989



TOP PHOTO: CREST HOTEL
PHOTOGRAPH, 1970

LOWER PHOTO: CREST HOTEL
PHOTOGRAPH, 1968
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1666 JAMES AVENUE
AT LEFT (10) AND
1670 JAMES AVENUE
AT RIGHT (10)
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TOP RIGHT + TOP LEFT PHOTOS: FRONT
(EAST) ELEVATION (10)

LOWER RIGHT PHOTO: TERRAZZO BANDING
DESIGNS AT FRONT PORCH (10)
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TOP PHOTO: 1670 JAMES AVENUE - THE
CREST HOTEL INTERIOR PUBLIC LOBBY,
2018 PHOTOGRAPH LOOKING SOUTH
(10).

RIGHT PHOTO: INTERIOR PUBLIC RECEP-
TION DESK AT HISTORIC LOCATION (10)




INTERIOR PUBLIC LOBBY RAISED STEP AT NORTH END OF
LOBBY, PHOTOGRAPH 2018 (10)

INTERIOR PUBLIC LOBBY FIREPLACE MANTLE AT SOUTH-
ERN END OF LOBBY (10)
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EXTERIOR PASSAGEWAY BETWEEN 1666 AND 1670 JAMES AVENUE (10)
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Edward A. Nolan Architect

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS

1670 James Avenue Crest Hotel

1676 James Avenue Chatham Apartments 1941

717 Jefferson Avenue Sunny Harbor Apartments 1941
734 Jefferson Avenue 1940

755 Jefferson Avenue Augusta Court Apartments 1941
1110 Euclid Avenue Siesta Apartments 1940

901 4th Street 1941

810 7th Street Meldor Plaza Apartments 1940

542 Jefferson Avenue 1924

1040 Jefferson Avenue 1941

421 Meridian Avenue 1940

255 Michigan Avenue 1941

551 Michigan Avenue 1940

559 Michigan Avneue 1940

729 Meridian Avenue

735 11th Street Bee Bee Apartments 1941

TOP PHOTO: 735 11th STREET BEE BEE APARTMENTS
MIDDLE PHOTO: 810 7th STREET

LOWER PHOTO: 1676 JAMES AVENUE - NOTE THE
SIMILARITY IN DESIGN TO 1670 JAMES AVENUE

DOWN THE BLOCK (10)
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1670 JAMES AVENUE - CMB BUILDING CARD
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Neighborhood Landmarks

TOP LEFT PHOTO: CADET HOTEL 1701 JAMES AVENUE (10)
ALBERT ANIS ARCHITECT

MIDDLE LEFT PHOTO: JAMES HOTEL 1680 JAMES AVENUE
(10) ALBERT ANIS ARCHITECT

m A . v 9 A'_ &J'»
LOWER LEFT PHOTO: KASCADES , 300 17th STREET (10) BN faof

LOWER RIGHT PHOTO: ALBION HOTEL 1650 JAMES AVENUE
(10)
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