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May 23, 2016

VIA HAND DELIVERY

Chair and Members of the Historic Preservation Board
City of Miami Beach
1700 Convention Center Drive
Miami Beach, FL 33139

RE: Faena Forum – Super Graphics and Cultural Institution temporary banners

Our firm represents 3420 Collins Avenue, LLC ("Owner") who is the owner of the Faena
Forum located at 3301 Indian Creek Drive (the "Property"). The Forum is a place of assembly as
that term is defined in the Faena District Overlay. The Forum will be operated by Faena Arts, Inc.,
a non-profit organization engaged in the performing and visual arts and engages in cultural
activities.1

The Owner is requesting permission to install two (2) super graphic banners on various
façades of the Forum. One of the two super graphic banners (banner #1) will be permanently
displayed. The other super graphic banner (banner #3) will only be displayed as a super graphic
banner when it is not being used as a banner to identify upcoming events at the Forum. As
permitted by Sec. 138-139 of the City Code, three of the four banners (banners #2, #3 and #4 as
identified on the enclosed plans) will be changeable banners that will identify special events,
exhibits or performances at the Forum for up to 30 days before such an event. If there is not an
upcoming event, banners #2 and #4 will be taken down and banners #1 and #3 will be hung as
shown on pages 14 and 15 of the enclosed plans, which is a mural-type banner created by Studio
Job.

Studio Job’s work has been exhibited at the Museum of Modern Art, New York, the
Victoria & Albert Museum London, FIAC, Cooper-Hewitt, Guggenheim, Montreal Museum of Fine
Arts, Wallraf-Richartz Museum, NRW Forum and several major Dutch museums including the
Groninger Museum and the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam.

A similarly designed banner was approved by the HPB and displayed on the south façade
of the Versailles starting in 2014 and continuing for a couple of years.

1 Faena Arts, Inc. was registered with the New York Division of Corporations on July 2, 2014 (see enclosed)
and it was registered with the Florida Division of Corporations on June 8, 2015 (see enclosed). Also
enclosed is a letter from the IRS showing proof that Faena Arts, Inc. is designated by the Internal Revenue
Service as tax exempt pursuant to section 501(c)(3) or (4) of the Internal Revenue Code.
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The eleven (11) original symbols that comprise the super graphic banner were inspired by
Alan Faena's life and the path that he has followed: a path that began with the conquest of oneself,
with triumph over one’s own fears which continues to expand beyond oneself to exert a beneficial
influence upon the world.

The four banners are all different sizes. Banner #1 is 10' x 70'. Banner #2 is 6' x 52'.
Banner #3 is 6' x 70' and Banner #4 is 18' x 28'. All of the banners would be installed and
secured onto the wall with ¼" x 2¾" tap con screws every 36" through all outside edges of the
banners.

We submit that the banners are interesting and suitable graphics for the Forum and will
help convey upcoming events in an artistic way that is appropriate given the use of the Forum as a
place of assembly and cultural institution. We respectfully request the Historic Preservation
Board's favorable review of the request.

Sincerely,

Neisen O. Kasdin



















  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MISSION 
  
Faena Art is a nonprofit organization that 
houses and produces post-disciplinary and time-based 
experiences. A catalyst for innovative, site-specific  
and immersive creative practices, Faena Art is a 
transformative bridge across the Americas, between 
the South and the North, the popular and the experimental.  
At the Faena Art Center Buenos Aires and at Faena  
Forum in Miami Beach, Faena Art fosters new models for 
performative social interaction that transcend the traditional 
boundaries of art, science, philosophy and social practice.  
Ximena Caminos is the Artistic Director and Chair  
of Faena Art. 














































