
This three story building was designed IN THE MIMO ARCHIby the Ar-

chitect Alexander Lewis in 1947.  It was originally constructed as an 

apartment house with 16 one-bedroom and 14 efficiency apartments 

plus 5 hotel rooms at an original cost of $125,000.00 according to the 

Building Card. It is constructed on spread concrete footings. The certifi-

cate of Occupancy was granted on January 12, 1948. 

The original name for the building was the Malabo Apartments.  It is 

unclear from where this name originated.  The area on the Building card 

is blacked out where the original owner’s name would appear.

It was typical in those days on Miami Beach for owners to name their 

buildings in honor of perhaps the owner and his wife.  We do not know 

if this is the case here.  

However the name ‘Malabo’ is also the name of the capital city of the 

country of Equatorial Guinea and is located on the north coast of the 

island of Bioko, off the African coast.  The island was formerly known as 

Bubis and also as Fernando Poo.  The city was renamed as Malabo in 

1973.  Thus it was not the source of the name of this building...yet an 

interesting factoid.. 

The building features a tripartite elevation-mass facing Indian Creek 

Drive.  The two north and south sections slightly protrude from the cen-

ter section.  This helps to minimize the length of the facade.  Each of 

these protruding sections contains three vertical window surrounds 

which act as the building’s decoration.  The roofline at the top of the 

parapet is also highlighted in a similar type of accent  - although in a 

horizontal manner..

The first floor corner of 39th and Indian Creek Drive contains signifi-

cantly more full height glazing to denote the lobby location. Outside of 

the lobby on the first floor is an exterior raised terrace which runs partly 

along 39th Street and partly along Indian Creek Drive.  The historic pho-

tos of the building show that the existing railing is not the original rail-

ing.  However the Building Card does not show any entry regarding the 

replacement of the terrace railings.  In any event these railings may 

need to be replaced and / or modified in order to comply with newer 

codes.

The elevation along 39th street is composed of three window vertical 

surrounds as similarly appears along Indian Creek Drive.  

TOP PHOTO: 1954 (10)

MIDDLE PHOTO: 1971 (10)

LOWER PHOTO: 1971 (10)

16

3 8 6 5   I N D I A N   C R E E K   D R I V E



MALABO ROOMS & APARTMENTS, 1971 (10)
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PHOTOGRAPHS 1972 (10)
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3865 INDIAN CREEK DRIVE October 26, 1997       

COURTESY CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING & ZONING DEPARTMENT / 

HISTORIC DATABASE FILES
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MALABO APARTMENT HOTEL POSTCARD
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MALABO APARTMENT HOTEL POSTCARD
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2016 PHOTOGRAPHS

ABOVE: VIEW OF WEST AND NORTH ELEVATIONS

LEFT: DETAIL VIEW OF FACADE
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ABOVE: NORTH AND WEST ELEVATIONS

LEFT: DETAIL OF FIRST FLOOR ELEVATION ALONG INDIAN 

CREEK DRIVE AT FIRST FLOOR PROPOSED FOR RENOVATION

2016 PHOTOGRAPHS of WEST AND NORTH ELEVATIONS
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ABOVE: NORTH ELEVATION

BELOW: EAST ELEVATION
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INTERIOR LOBBY

ABOVE: 2014  INTERIOR LOBBY VIEW   

TOWARDS INDIAN CREEK DRIVE SHOWING 

TRAY CEILING DETAILS

BELOW: 2015  INTERIOR LOBBY VIEW OF 

FORMER RECEPTION DESK WITH ONE OF 

THE TWO HISTORIC COLUMNS IN THE 

LOBBY
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25

2016 VIEW OF INTERIOR LOBBY CEILING 
AND HISTORIC COLUMN CAPITALS 
DURING INTERIOR RENOVATIONS
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FOLLOWING TH ETHE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING CARD AS OB-
TAINED FORM THE CITY OF MIAMI BEACH BUILDING DEPARTMENT RE-
CORDS DESK. 

NOTE THAT THERE WERE NO HISTORIC DRAWINGS FOUND IN THIS 
SEARCH.

6

BUILDING CARD



27



28



There were no original architectural drawings available from the City of MI-

ami Beach Building Department Records Desk.  

The following drawings are from the 2015 permitted renovations

7

DRAWINGS
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(1)  COLLINS WATERFRONT HISTORIC DESIGNATION REPORT BY CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING DEPARTMENT, 2000, P. 11.

(2) FLAMINGO WATERWAY HISTORIC DISTRICT REPORT, CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING DEPARTMENT 2004, P.12 

(3) COLLINS WATERFRONT HISTORIC DESIGNATION REPORT BY  CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING DEPT, 2000, PP. 11 - 12.

(4) IBID., P. 25.

(5) IBID., P. 15.

(6) IBID., P. 22.

(7) IBID., P.31.

(8)  FLAMINGO WATERWAY HISTORIC DISTRICT REPORT, CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING DEPARTMENT 2004, P.12

(9)         IBID., P. 33.

(10)       COURTESY MIAMI DADE PROPERTY APPRAISER OFFICE

(11)      “THE MOD SQUAD”,  MIAMI HERALD SEPTEMBER 30, 2001 BY BETH DUNLOP

(12)       BEYOND THE BOX - MID-CENTURY MODERN ARCHITECTURE IN MIAMI AND NEW YORK’,  
 MUNICIPAL ART SOCIETY OF NEW YORK, 2001

(13)       MIMO: MIAMI MODERN REVEALED, BY ERIC P. NASH & RANDALL C. ROBINSON,  2004, P.9.

(14) IBID.
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