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 COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM 
 
TO: Land Use and Development Committee 
 
FROM: Jimmy L. Morales, City Manager 
  
DATE:  March 14, 2018 
 
SUBJECT: DISCUSSION REGARDING THE DEAUVILLE BEACH RESORT 
 
HISTORY 
On March 7, 2018, at the request of Commissioner Kristen Rosen Gonzalez, the City 
Commission referred the subject item to the Land Use and Development Committee for 
discussion (item R9K).   
 
ANALYSIS 
The Deauville Hotel, located at 6701 Collins Avenue was constructed in 1957 and 
designed by noted local architect Melvin Grossman. The subject structure is an excellent 
example of the Post War Modern (MiMo) style of architecture and is classified as a 
contributing building within the North Beach Resort Local Historic District. 
 
One of the most noticeable features of the building is its dramatic porte-cochere, 
comprised of sweeping intersecting parabolic curves, creates a defining entry point for 
this once all-inclusive resort.  Stepped horizontal planes rise from the street to the 
second floor lobby entrance along the building’s façade, providing shelter and a clear 
pedestrian procession from Collins Avenue.  The two-story structure to the south of the 
property contains ground level retail spaces with an enormous two story height ballroom 
space above, made legendary by the 1960s appearance of the Beatles on the “Ed 
Sullivan Show”.  An elongated honey comb pattern of ornamental hollow clay blocks 
forms a distinctive screening mechanism for the ballroom façade on Collins Avenue.  
The hotel units are contained within a 15-story tower with continuous horizontal windows 
and projecting concrete eyebrows located at the north end of the property.  
 

 
 



Land Use and Development Committee 
2018 Page 2 
 
The hotel is currently vacant and not operating due to a fire in July, 2017. While permits 
have been applied for, no serious building activity is taking place. 
 
Maintenance of Designated Properties and Demolition by Neglect 
Section 118-532(g) of the City Code provides a mechanism for the City to initiate the 
demolition by neglect process for a designated property.  Such process may be initiated 
if it is determined by the Historic Preservation Board, Planning Director or Building 
Official that a designated property has fallen into one or more of the following categories: 
 

• A state of disrepair so as to potentially jeopardize its structural stability and/or 
architectural integrity; 
 

• A state of disrepair, so as to potentially jeopardize the safety of the public and 
surrounding structures; 

 
• A state of disrepair that results in the property failing to meet the minimum 

maintenance standards. 
 

The following is a summary of the demolition by neglect process:   
 

1. After 48 hours’ notice to the owner of intent to inspect, the City may enter and 
inspect the property. 
 

2. Upon completion of the inspection, a report delineating the findings of the 
inspection, as well as any remedial action required to address any violation of the 
required minimum maintenance standards, shall be immediately transmitted to 
the property owner. The City may require that the property owner retain a 
professional structural engineer to complete a structural evaluation report to be 
submitted to the City. 
 

3. Upon receipt of such report, the property owner shall substantially complete any 
remedial or corrective action within 30 days of receipt of the report, or within such 
time as deemed appropriate by the Building Official, in consultation with the 
Planning Director.  Such time may be extended at the discretion of the City’s 
Building Official. 
 

If the property owner refuses access to the property, and/or fails to undertake and 
substantially complete the required action noted above, within the specified time frame, 
the City may, at the expense of the owner, file an action seeking an injunction ordering 
the property owner to allow access to the property and/or take the required remedial and 
corrective action to restore the building’s compliance with minimum maintenance 
standards. Additionally, the City may seek civil penalties (up to $5,000 per day), for each 
day that the remedial and corrective action is not taken). 
 
CONCLUSION 
The Admininstration recommends that the Land Use and Development Committee 
discuss the item and provide appropriate policy direction.   
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