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Kudos to Gables’ Mayor Valdes-Fauli for proposing a ban on semi-automatic
weapons

BY ANDRES OPPENHEIMER
aoppenheimer@miamiherald.com

February 26,2018 07:07 PM

Bravo! The mayor of Coral Gables has decided to challenge Florida laws and call for a ban of all semi-automatic weapons in his city.

In the wake of the Parkland high school tragedy, in which a 19-year-old with a semi-automatic AR-15 rifle killed 17 people and left many others
wounded, Raul Valdes-Fauli is not proposing taking baby steps, such as Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s suggestion to ban sales of semi-automatic weapons to
anyone under 21. Scott’s proposal still would allow many people over 21 to buy what essentially is a weapon of war and mow down innocent people
anywhere.

The mayor of Coral Gables says he will request the Coral Gables City Commission on Tuesday to pass an ordinance banning the sale or use of all
semi-automatic weapons in his city, whether you are 18 or 80.

Under Florida’s extremely lax gun laws, cities cannot pass stricter gun regulations. The state law further says that if any municipality modifies state
gun laws, there could be a civil fine of up to $5,000 “against the elected or appointed local government official” responsible for the change.
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In an interview Monday, Valdes-Fauli told me that he doesn’t care about the personal fine. “If that helps prevent the death of one of Coral Gables’
children, I would happily pay it,” he told me.

He said the city attorney certainly will object to his gun-safety measure. “I’ll tell him that we should go ahead anyway. Other city mayors should do
the same,” he added.

Coral Gables, an upscale community of about 51,000 people located southwest of downtown Miami, has not known gun shops, but has had many gun
shows, Valdes-Fauli said.

“I'm not in favor of outlawing all guns,” Valdes-Fauli said. But as things are now, “we are basically allowing all guns, and put them in the hands of
anyone who wants them.”

The Second Amendment protects the right to bear arms, but doesn’t protect the right to buy a machine gun, or a missile. Just as the First
Amendment’s protects free speech, but doesn’t give a license to people to libel others.

Nikolas Cruz, the gunman who carried out the massacre at the Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, would not have been able to kill
so many people in so little time if instead of having an AR-15 rifle — in effect a machine gun — he only had a knife, or a hand gun.

President Trump and the National Rifle Association (NRA), which gave more than $50 million in campaign contributions to the Trump campaign and
Republican candidates — plus, for anti-Hillary Clinton ads in the 2016 campaign — wants to arm teachers to prevent new mass shootings. It may be
the NRA’s effort to sell more guns: Even if only 20 percent of America’s 3.5 million teachers are armed, that could amount to the sale of 700,000
new guns.

Trump says that more weapons in schools would help prevent new massacres, because the shooters would be afraid of being killed by armed teachers.

But Valdes-Fauli rightly counters that arming teachers is a terrible idea. “Teachers have a complicated enough job as it is. Can you imagine teachers
who are not trained for this, to engage in shootouts with somebody with a semi-automatic weapon while children are running in all directions? It’s
ludicrous,” the mayor told me.

Most teachers agree that Trump’s NRA-backed proposal is insane. Putting weapons in hands of teachers will put teachers in harm’s way — imagine
what would happen if a SWAT team storms into a school and sees an armed adult — and may encourage some troubled students to forcefully take
away their teachers’ guns and start shooting.

Most teachers are underpaid; many work additional jobs. They can barely cope with current stress levels. Though a Broward Sheriff’s officer on duty
said Monday that he did not enter the school because he though the shooting was happening outside, if he and colleagues, indeed, were under-armed
or paralyzed by fear, would elementary-school music teachers be any different?

Mayors across Florida, and across the nation, should follow Valdes-Fauli’s lead before another tragedy shakes the nation. This madness has to stop.

WATCH THE “OPPENHEIMER PRESENTA” TV SHOW SUNDAYS AT 9 P.M. ON CNN EN ESPANOL. TWITTER: @OPPENHEIMERA

¢© COMMENTS v

SPONSORED CONTENT
Homeowners Born Before 1985 Are Getting a Huge
Reward

If you own a home, you should read this. Thousands of homeowners did this
yesterday, and banks are furious! Do this now before it's...

By MorningFinance

MONDAY

MARCH 5
TICKETS! ~ MARCH

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/andres-oppenheimer/article202276134.html 2/4


https://tr.connatix.com/externalview/get?connatix_sess=pLsp4J6shifNu0bMP8MVgDV4k9QNTqxN0gLzHhZZD1lvM8e7wgAyd0kh5L_JJmFz-Feo9UtbBX6L13JyXIVKkRfmcyBhUHVmGgy61Y5VFLdHy46zeVAqmYws9QuYuPjvwGXJ46BaWF0lsWpce9wLiEGBBfA3cNelFKSjhM5MW_Q7bXChBz4wJTSS8J8ZR-tKjU3pMA5DCKBXP7fKmYDg8g&ref=http%3a%2f%2fclick.morningfinance.com%2f25aced13-11f8-49ff-93ad-12f3dd24db63%3futm_medium%3d12354%26ADID%3drefi28_h19v2&p=http%3a%2f%2fwww.miamiherald.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fnews-columns-blogs%2fandres-oppenheimer%2farticle202276134.html&c_v=410_0_0_0_0&c_pl=I2kcTis5DEY7801FGeaG6nqcs_lLS4l8YOBqk-0KCwztFG5gP5-V6lydEoZP6d1tJV3gjNiSny5_KkyQ0Q48OL_Ae82bqabgo42f2hdcjYugnnhvha6rbg3uimcF9NpWX4L1ePgrBFam1GmLmP6YLMKGF_W75lgzcVLZW2Gr1rESfLtjQ-snsR2Mtf3pV9D7oF8R-dnGOlOUNuaXp5-kgg
https://tr.connatix.com/externalview/get?connatix_sess=pLsp4J6shifNu0bMP8MVgDV4k9QNTqxN0gLzHhZZD1lvM8e7wgAyd0kh5L_JJmFz-Feo9UtbBX6L13JyXIVKkRfmcyBhUHVmGgy61Y5VFLdHy46zeVAqmYws9QuYuPjvwGXJ46BaWF0lsWpce9wLiEGBBfA3cNelFKSjhM5MW_Q7bXChBz4wJTSS8J8ZR-tKjU3pMA5DCKBXP7fKmYDg8g&ref=http%3a%2f%2fclick.morningfinance.com%2f25aced13-11f8-49ff-93ad-12f3dd24db63%3futm_medium%3d12354%26ADID%3drefi28_h19v2&p=http%3a%2f%2fwww.miamiherald.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fnews-columns-blogs%2fandres-oppenheimer%2farticle202276134.html&c_v=410_0_0_0_0&c_pl=I2kcTis5DEY7801FGeaG6nqcs_lLS4l8YOBqk-0KCwztFG5gP5-V6lydEoZP6d1tJV3gjNiSny5_KkyQ0Q48OL_Ae82bqabgo42f2hdcjYugnnhvha6rbg3uimcF9NpWX4L1ePgrBFam1GmLmP6YLMKGF_W75lgzcVLZW2Gr1rESfLtjQ-snsR2Mtf3pV9D7oF8R-dnGOlOUNuaXp5-kgg
https://twitter.com/oppenheimera
javascript:void(0);
https://tr.connatix.com/externalview/get?connatix_sess=pLsp4J6shifNu0bMP8MVgDV4k9QNTqxN0gLzHhZZD1lvM8e7wgAyd0kh5L_JJmFz-Feo9UtbBX6L13JyXIVKkRfmcyBhUHVmGgy61Y5VFLdHy46zeVAqmYws9QuYuPjvwGXJ46BaWF0lsWpce9wLiEGBBfA3cNelFKSjhM5MW_Q7bXChBz4wJTSS8J8ZR-tKjU3pMA5DCKBXP7fKmYDg8g&ref=http%3a%2f%2fclick.morningfinance.com%2f25aced13-11f8-49ff-93ad-12f3dd24db63%3futm_medium%3d12354%26ADID%3drefi28_h19v2&p=http%3a%2f%2fwww.miamiherald.com%2fnews%2flocal%2fnews-columns-blogs%2fandres-oppenheimer%2farticle202276134.html&c_v=410_0_0_0_0&c_pl=I2kcTis5DEY7801FGeaG6nqcs_lLS4l8YOBqk-0KCwztFG5gP5-V6lydEoZP6d1tJV3gjNiSny5_KkyQ0Q48OL_Ae82bqabgo42f2hdcjYugnnhvha6rbg3uimcF9NpWX4L1ePgrBFam1GmLmP6YLMKGF_W75lgzcVLZW2Gr1rESfLtjQ-snsR2Mtf3pV9D7oF8R-dnGOlOUNuaXp5-kgg
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss6JXdUmHqyPrCQ32qp5M_r8PAwBH7QmnCCugOowU4lpq5vzHNgYzc7M_DLYmwALki3rZOAgEhPZ5gMxzYKWiwG1AMlR7-i7CWzsi_N8Wdx4AKamf7DEh0nvfbkhx_I0hBnbnpku6m_BttJtVv4UM3SNu-yQEJKYaIUihns7Zz54hsDziNQJ6tQRVwj1G6bU5pmvFUL_mow6iOhssDJwfhaAXx6flNaWdcDftMozrWHCjZ3zk_JK87AD3q5Xz0ESp4W2qi8VP1ZYBL_VO8DoMhRxNtzMKFTXf5pXOzwq3SZv-Zm09yAyoCWexNTXIo9wInM_Z_KoOnPARgiZfhwU2YzZURq2Kkg1kEsQk7t_GX2_NjjBbA0smxCxUvRm4GxsZHoQqo3sxwVm-PcyxW1DI7YT7VFsfOkLGnCRU6RQ2Y4BR0OgMEDublqsdqoezlE8MF2VQLrpZM6TBBH2MJS_LwWCvpXF5gFZYmg56VFGPymhUpt86n1Bbqbjg0EfeXm7T0-oQp6Zwld_psc6W5YgBJ8DM8rv_w-QRAUpj66k6Lv2oxuVa8PuZZX-FjmYUQaczkEDIBYtp1LfQvfML-RSxYQFMj4SK9WaItcZWchBNRj4QaH7ywROCih9s69e53OcipgI3QeXgnJoc6-wq172w9HoheihfdDbz2mVGTuYp_ibXj1Et7IGDCAm6Q9Ydk7SZ9xKrexVis_7JytnN6MSa3xJQ3iBuJkuGwXqUpNdRgG1fNcYr89KdOsJyo_WzA7I-0vZnoe3FkGU0hAjgR8YrGLLCdL4c3sEr7MNPQ3wBlwShXYZLRB21U6GEitB0rxjCJG8Swe-PD3Br-AUZjYCN6pqLlh8Odfu62mJ5ePQeoHtI1tDQ78If3WdnM-fyqxYu-8C68kESMn8QMvgJvNBmrjqToVCeAxwtrYYyvff-LvnWIWcwHpAqW0R7kD7vOtRak_H2yeqvqvrlr3bPDeAZx3_4TGLemSiqyM_FG0VI3semBVTjAi7f2ias0pdgtKSZXnmoFfoXcabLiRnl4brpiB&sai=AMfl-YSTCS11AeJEg1l2HJnXgfb80OjforxcuusiOoc2A7hNS7XBY2q3RspnLFazaEFcpZqBpKO2VdRXGxZJCzKCjEoc89qqdmD1_3kNMtXG59fE8VZl5-sJ1tD1jzUMjICfIItd&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKueiUZwIGL0&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.ticketmaster.com/venueartist/106601/805966%3FCAMEFROM%3DCFC_HEAT_TMPROGRAM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

2/27/2018

SUBSCRIPTIONS
Start a Subscription
Customer Service
eEdition

Vacation Hold

Pay Your Bill

Rewards

SITE INFORMATION
About Us

Contact Us
Newsletters

News in Education
Public Insight Network

Reader Panel

SOCIAL, MOBILE & MORE
Text News Alerts
Mobile & Apps
Facebook

Twitter

Google+

Newsletters

ADVERTISING

Place a Classified
Media Kit
Commercial Printing
Public Notices

Shopping

MORE

Copyright
Commenting Policy
Privacy Policy

Terms of Service

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/andres-oppenheimer/article202276134.html

Other cities should follow Coral Gables Mayor Raul Valdes-Fauli's lead and push to ban semi-automatic weapons | Miami Herald

GET
TIELIETT S

MONDAY
MARCH 5
7:30PM

<)

3/4


http://www.miamiherald.com/
https://account.miamiherald.com/static/subscribe/#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-est-01.sh/custservice/web/login.html?siteid=MIA#navlink=mi_footer
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODN/MiamiHerald/#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-est-01.sh/custservice/web/login.html?siteid=MIA#navlink=mi_footer
https://mcciservices.newscyclecloud.com/cgi-bin/cmo_mcc-c-cmdb-est-01.sh/custservice/web/login.html?siteid=MIA#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/rewards#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/about-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/customer-service/contact-us/#navlink=mi_footer
http://x.email.miamiherald.com/ats/url.aspx?cr=663&wu=36#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.niemccse.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/public-insight-network/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/reader-panel/#navlink=mi_footer
http://x.email.miamiherald.com/ats/url.aspx?cr=663&wu=53#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/mobile/#navlink=mi_footer
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Miami-Herald/38925837299#navlink=mi_footer
https://twitter.com/miamiherald/#navlink=mi_footer
https://plus.google.com/109936907321316291240
http://x.email.miamiherald.com/ats/url.aspx?cr=663&wu=36#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/advertise/place-an-ad/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiheraldadvertising.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiheraldadvertising.com/services-comprint.html#navlink=mi_footer
http://floridapublicnotices.com/
http://www.findnsave.com/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/copyright/#navlinks=footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/commenting-policy/#navlinks=footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/privacy-policy/#navlink=mi_footer
http://www.miamiherald.com/site-services/terms-of-service/#navlink=mi_footer
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss6JXdUmHqyPrCQ32qp5M_r8PAwBH7QmnCCugOowU4lpq5vzHNgYzc7M_DLYmwALki3rZOAgEhPZ5gMxzYKWiwG1AMlR7-i7CWzsi_N8Wdx4AKamf7DEh0nvfbkhx_I0hBnbnpku6m_BttJtVv4UM3SNu-yQEJKYaIUihns7Zz54hsDziNQJ6tQRVwj1G6bU5pmvFUL_mow6iOhssDJwfhaAXx6flNaWdcDftMozrWHCjZ3zk_JK87AD3q5Xz0ESp4W2qi8VP1ZYBL_VO8DoMhRxNtzMKFTXf5pXOzwq3SZv-Zm09yAyoCWexNTXIo9wInM_Z_KoOnPARgiZfhwU2YzZURq2Kkg1kEsQk7t_GX2_NjjBbA0smxCxUvRm4GxsZHoQqo3sxwVm-PcyxW1DI7YT7VFsfOkLGnCRU6RQ2Y4BR0OgMEDublqsdqoezlE8MF2VQLrpZM6TBBH2MJS_LwWCvpXF5gFZYmg56VFGPymhUpt86n1Bbqbjg0EfeXm7T0-oQp6Zwld_psc6W5YgBJ8DM8rv_w-QRAUpj66k6Lv2oxuVa8PuZZX-FjmYUQaczkEDIBYtp1LfQvfML-RSxYQFMj4SK9WaItcZWchBNRj4QaH7ywROCih9s69e53OcipgI3QeXgnJoc6-wq172w9HoheihfdDbz2mVGTuYp_ibXj1Et7IGDCAm6Q9Ydk7SZ9xKrexVis_7JytnN6MSa3xJQ3iBuJkuGwXqUpNdRgG1fNcYr89KdOsJyo_WzA7I-0vZnoe3FkGU0hAjgR8YrGLLCdL4c3sEr7MNPQ3wBlwShXYZLRB21U6GEitB0rxjCJG8Swe-PD3Br-AUZjYCN6pqLlh8Odfu62mJ5ePQeoHtI1tDQ78If3WdnM-fyqxYu-8C68kESMn8QMvgJvNBmrjqToVCeAxwtrYYyvff-LvnWIWcwHpAqW0R7kD7vOtRak_H2yeqvqvrlr3bPDeAZx3_4TGLemSiqyM_FG0VI3semBVTjAi7f2ias0pdgtKSZXnmoFfoXcabLiRnl4brpiB&sai=AMfl-YSTCS11AeJEg1l2HJnXgfb80OjforxcuusiOoc2A7hNS7XBY2q3RspnLFazaEFcpZqBpKO2VdRXGxZJCzKCjEoc89qqdmD1_3kNMtXG59fE8VZl5-sJ1tD1jzUMjICfIItd&sig=Cg0ArKJSzKueiUZwIGL0&urlfix=1&adurl=http://www.ticketmaster.com/venueartist/106601/805966%3FCAMEFROM%3DCFC_HEAT_TMPROGRAM%26dclid%3D%25edclid!

2/27/2018 Other cities should follow Coral Gables Mayor Raul Valdes-Fauli's lead and push to ban semi-automatic weapons | Miami Herald

http://www.miamiherald.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/andres-oppenheimer/article202276134.html 4/4



