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ABOVE: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE courtesy GOOGLE EARTH
RIGHT: HISTORIC PHOTO circa 1980’S courtesy CMB

657 - 665 Washington Avenue

) EOTA’!\‘TCA&W

s FLORES  wiches

ARCHITECT. E. L. ROBERTSON

YEAR BUILT: 1932
DESIGNATION: CONTRIBUTING
STYLE: SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN

2015 PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE
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ABOVE: 2015 PHOTOGRAPH (11)
BELOW: 1988 PHOTO courtesy PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE 11.1

657 - 665 Washington Avenue

These unique commercial frontages are part of the entire northern section of the 600 block including 675
+ 685 Washington Avenue. These buildings were completed in complimentary architectural styles by
Architect E. L. Roberson in the late 1920’s to early 1930’s. . 657 - 665 was completed first in 1932 -
1933 with 675 + 685 then completed in 1934. Robertson designed a majority of the buildings on this
block. .

This row of storefronts is notable for its architectural significance, as it displays a highly detailed Art Deco
monumentality which crafts a presence on the street. Front elevation facades are staggered in
relationship to the actual property line.

This was the first building constructed on this block in 1925 - and was designed by the prolific & noted
Architect E. L. Robertson in a transitional Mediterranean Revival style with art deco lines. Beginning with
his first designed building in this row - 641 - it is interesting to note in the photo above how his strong
horizontal design gestures began lower on the facade and then went higher - as in the 655 portion - and
then up to the top of the parapet wall in 665 - 685. And this horizontal design became more geometric in
the later buildings.
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The majority of this block has been custom designed by the same
architects as the story of 1920’s one-story commercial building
architecture as it evolved from art deco and med deco towards a
more International Style architecture..and as a pre-cursor to MiMo
- Mid Century Architecture.... (11)

It is fascinating how the Architects have taken the themes of
columns and horizontal ornamentation bands and have changed
them from building to building. The later themes without bands of
floral ornamentation become almost pure geometry, and as such
are a bridge to the later MiMo or Mid century forms. Look at the
later column capital on page 82 which makes the void-space the
most important space - without any classic column capital and
just containing the smaller panel.

These architects have carried consistent architectural themes
throughout the block. As these themes morph from building to
building the ornamentation becomes more geometric and
assumes different personas. In places there is no ornamentation
at all and the structure becomes the ornamentation; as in the
horizontal ocean-wave motif with rounded-end bricks in the
photos at left and above.

Significant architectural details include the addition of fluted
vertical pilasters with intricately designed floral motif reliefs and
ornamentation on column capitals, the stepped cornice above the
pilasters. And uniting everything is the symmetrical architectural

organization of the massing as seen from Washington Avenue.
2015 PHOTOGRAPHS by ARTHUR MARCUS
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ABOVE: 2015 PHOTOGRAPH
LOOKING NORTH IN FRONT OF
665 WASHINGTON (11)

RIGHT: HISTORIC PHOTO circa
1980’s courtesy CITY OF MIAMI
BEACH PLANNING & ZONING,
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In addition to its architectural
features, this row played a very
prominent part in the 1980’s
renaissance of South Beach.

The Strand Restaurant @ 661
became the new social center for
South Beach, having taken over the
former Famous Restaurant space.
MDPL (Miami Design Preservation
League) was then located a few
doors down the block.

In 1982 the richly painted polygonal
corner at 685 Washington was
featured on the cover of
Progressive Architecture magazine,
headlining a piece about the
district's preservation and revival.
This photo is on page one of this
report. This publication marked the
turning point in the efforts of
Barbara Capitman to preserve
these Art Deco buildings and create
a new 20th century Historic District.

‘In late 1986 three entrepreneurs
from New York’s downtown ‘scene’
opened the Strand at 671
Washington Avenue, formerly a
popular delicatessen called ‘the
Famous’. The Strand quickly
became the social center of the
Beach. For some years the Miami
Design Preservation League had its
headquarters next door at 661
Washington. During the late 1980’s
and early 1990’s, the Miami Beach
Development corporation (MBDC, -
now the Miami Beach Community
Development Corporation) held its
monthly networking dinners for
South Beach pioneers in the
Strand’s private dining room. The
MBDC dinners shared space and
schedule with the forums of the
South Beach New Democrats and
with the Acme Stage Company, an
artistic and cultural pioneer of a
revived entertainment scene. Later
in the 1990’s this block of
Washington Avenue almost entirely
succumbed to nightclubs and bars,
rendering its storefronts dark and
empty during the day.’ (12)

TOP + CENTER PHOTOGRAPHS (14)
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yelp.com by pea p.,

berkeley, california 4.08.07
‘The Strand was the social
center of the small and
growing verbal south beach
renaissance of the 1980’s and
1990’s. The time when South
Beach was re-invented and re-
designed.’ (13)

‘Ah! ....the famous Strand -- a
restaurant that existed for 8 or
so glorious years from 1986 -
1993(?) The one founded by
Gary Farmer, lIrene Giersing
and Mark Benck that was like
something out of (the movie)
Casablanca. With Scratch, the
Tropics and the Cardozo... The
Strand was the only place
open at night on South Beach.
And since, in those days, the
Cardozo was only a front for a
money laundering scheme,
really the Strand and Scratch
were the only two places to
get a nice dinner...” (13)

‘The Strand was there in the
early early days of the revival,
when cops still came around
asking for protection money;
when there was still a Botanica
next door where you could
buy a live chicken to sacrifice
in your Santeria ceremony;
with Watergun on the corner
theoretically selling leotards
and aerobic clothes but which
*might have been* a front for
an arms dealership. The
Strand that made it through
Hurricane Andrew! The Strand
that let the Yale Glee Club sing
for their supper! Well, | could
go on, and probably will one of
these days....

my beloved ..”"The
Strand”.’ (13)

ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL @ 665 WASHINGTON AVENUE (11)
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601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

o \

{ \ ';4\ ‘

/ .\\_‘\\N
. \ |
N\

O

vvvvvv

.......

71



601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

HIEO : | pumu«no&w ‘uosqasqoy °1°F

0L6T ‘S°aeW :000°C. § - INOYJ FHOIS HMIVJIEM - HOLE #xiep—siredoy 10 suonerony
moLlieg Jo =ieq A€ QIAQYLdY TVNILI '
oreq sopenuo) [eLIPIF SAANLXIA "°N LS
sypnQg usig suoaj
$107e19311JoYy f
uonqLisi(] Jo Sivjua) oedg sopoededay J
e SHALVEAH 9 Y517 SLATLNO L
9o1A19G Arexcdurs y sue,j SIOIO0IAI asuey 0¢ Youmg m
26T ‘G*300 Aeq SS2IPPY ouSTA®T 9808 OHTE #  Jopenuoy) [eoLIPR[E ﬁ 5
WRISAG Jopyjuiidg ~
are(y 9z1g juej Jo3oeajuo)) Jauing [0
IW are(q azig juej ..Suﬂu.noo juej ondsg
% 4 peaoaddy uQ winj ser) siojeipey sen)
ﬂmvl/ NW\% .N wg peAoxddy ySnoy SIayesp] ser) ao>ou.m ser)
Q\u \ 55..— Sunjurig syulg sjeurtny
K%Wavu.u slomoyg soLIojeAR|
sqn] peg fpRofD) LIV
& : Jojpoenjuo) Suiquungj
..:/.avu.w_.u Aresoduws i :
ore(y _5_.._0,0?0 Iomag J030e3u07) SurquIni g
261491 Sny 2¥®d ¢ 390 ojea0uco peodogutey Uowepumoj g0  Uompnysuo) jo adAj,
qHOIS 98N ‘o AduedndoQ) Jo 9382 1IRY)
soLI03g 102 WBIH 9L Wdeqg G16¢  uoay :9z1g Suipymng
Of{T X 09 2z1g 107 w.n Baay g9 9sn isuolje[n3ayy Suluoy
JosuiSuy %, mﬂ; m uosjaeqoy °*T°H »uoo#g
‘oN puog o juepusjutId Nq IOUMQ ojpenuc)) [eIouUe)
*aA® uo3ButyseM mmm - 199 - LS9 ssoappy T# HOVEE NVEDO UOISIAIpGnG #€  sporg BT o
1000‘g § ¥ g66% 'ON NI ssoxppy Suijrers .,, seTaxedoag SUTASQ PUMQ)

| ! . ) - o ! 2 e

72

657- 665 BUILDING CARD 1



-685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

601

B ]

jmma ‘6T Anp mhma.noumcwmm\.ﬁc g :0p uldtg 83TTO0oy [GL0o2#
; ‘00 INIVd HOVAEE +Hh6T ‘6T Ttady SJawI0FsURA] uUodu g op udTg S3TTOOY RETOCH

NM T ‘2 Laenuep JaWIO0 BJIJ UOdU T *Op u3Tg 93T TOOY C92RT#
X THET ‘T Jaquaaoy 90FAaes Lgeaodwsy T - oaudTpeT 09D TORLTH

THET ‘12 I9q030Q - UOTIMQTIISTP JO SJ93U80 2
puB ‘saanixTy ¢ ‘saToejdecea § ‘s337ano JUITT ¢f ‘yoaTms [ ouStpeT ‘08p TORLT#
OH6T ‘g Anp SJ2WI0JSUBI] UO e :daop uaeyinog opneI) - ZTSGT #
LE6T ‘G Trady 07309y STTBSUL - J938W T - 29h8F~ XTIODIK-RTODId -649#

: el
O#6T ‘¢ Ttady - Tano Of 0Tax309Ty suck ¢6HT # Spuneg [eolnody

t

P 99/TT/§ = 02$ = ESIAVYV WVENO HOI SsEOPv=TTer uo pegured utg sdoug udts s, TITE 6929/F
THET ‘T2 4990390 ‘fxojeaeT T ‘308070 J83em T - sqQIng *[£*D TGO9T# . J
0£6T ‘¢ Ttady S2aNIXTI - 8qIng ‘LD 231G # :ispmueg Suiqungg \.\
CQ/CZ/6 = 0623 = A0TISYNS qUTEL  SGUTASG °0 *p SIouMD 14.\ L
Wh6T ‘CT ATnp G § Xt wSINIVA NIQQITOw USTS uOdU apTsing 9998 T#
o whéT “f1°o8q aejuted ‘uewsspue XeN (ulTs TejoW) X2 NDIS O9H6T #
. HWET‘6T °*ady  :06 § 10p ul3Tg 837100V

: nSINIVd NIAQITOw 00 INIVJL HOVEg - ul3ts TTem 3utyuted OhegT #
», *0) UOTLoNIIBU0H 3I9Inag
:&mﬁ.m.an<"oom» anaonouowmaoum|wcﬁ>aonmnmonmhpcmucoumwcaupmmmmmmﬂwa

f _ CH6T ‘C ‘uep 00T & :0p u8tg 93TTOOV - NDIS G899T
B ' J0908FU0O *OUT ‘axQ ® TITeN,0 ,6¢ X 16
| THET ‘TT"300 :000°% $ 13093TyoaR ‘xnespaog ‘uM - FUOIS OL NOILIAQAY 6Se9T #

MET ‘g ATnp:*GLT$ *dIop uUJBYJNOS & NBTO- HUOIS NNV IHMVOEVH 9,9%,§ NDIS T - 9gehT# ‘Swuued Sutppng  ccou

\ ~ SNOLLIAAV %® SNOLLVYALTV

73

657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 2



-685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

601

..\.oam:._..ucwm *9T9L Pe3TUN - 99F STQNOP ‘SIDTAdP TT/ ‘TOIFUOD WIRTY T - L8-0€-0T - 0E€ST8#

oL/ET/S atedex T - 0974 ©o0L 98/5Z/8 TIET8%
S QT=G 4030w T = 4H T~0 s<ojow € - s39T3n0 °*Stayea ¢ - s8an3ixity 0¢ ISHWISY |e21403|
$39TN0 JUITT ST - S30TANO YOITME § °*AJeg 95UBUOXE/ *300TH Udeed ITWeTH - SEL6LO#

duoo g/30d ‘>urs 38s 7 ‘yba g ‘AzojeaeT 3es T ‘yba [ ‘ureap I0OTF 39S ¢ ‘ybx g - quNTd IOTIVURT 98/TT/L VELZOH
0L/21/2 =~ sao3eTLay 2
sasTioaq i - soT@®B] WIB93S T - OsUBL §38 ¢ - SUTBJAP 91SBM 9J8S { - deag
pugs SUTBJIP J00TJ G - SdBA] 958248 2 - SUTYOBW JULYSsMm YSIp T - TBUTIM T
SIOMOYUS 2 - S8TJ038ABT Q - S38SOTO J938BM G - °*0Op JUIQUNTH BR0I9g = QLGLI# ispuieq Buiquinig

' YU00°0STS - AzarTeb 3o pueu y3Tm 2bevubrs jFuTed - IdUMO - L8-0T-TT - ZOETE#

2 00%005$ - Durjured IOTISIUI - IDUMO - L8-6C-0T - vZTIE#
. (usen £s9) ‘0s¢ burauted ubys uoranjued ‘dd  8/ET/L 08YITH

‘0088 23oofoxd ooop 3ae qze Hurjured IOTISIXD S9I03S UOTANIUID *I°d  T8/TT/9 E£PECTH
*00G‘T$ JOOX JO FTey IrTedox - ZOPUTUISH UWO o3sned g8/1/v LEGTZ#

TL/6/11 00°06z3 satedsax - xsumo - ZZ000:#
69/0T/2T 0C*000¢LE *oBusy)y TeN3ONJI3§ Ojf SUOTFeIL3TY J0Tae3uUI Joumg LENEQH :spwieq Buipjing
SNOILIAAY 2 SNOILV¥ILTY
uoisiAlpgng © yoolg 101

657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 3

74



-685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

601

29/8/21 = s3eT3no eouerrdde/z ¢*dy 1-0 Jojow T ¢sqef
Mo uey z ¢s8amyXTI 4€ €39TIN0 Jsjesy Jajem T ‘soToejdedad 47 ¢s1PTIN0C QUSTT TE P UYOITMS 07 $°0) °*300TH Lssuop HZESo#
SHWId |edL4d3|3

Q9/4/€ NYHHIOY 30 49/21/21 = sasuarg /ucsunq § ‘yuey Butdoieasp | (30919)
29y J8qem T ‘surequnoy SUTNUTIP T ‘SaATeyd Tequdp § A3UTS ¢ ‘saTaogeae] 9 €3980T0 Jojem T 3°0) *3qTd UOTURH QOCOh#
ispwied buiquinig

s w\x u\n %FQ\Q 89/L/S = 00T$ - Sutauted x0Tx=3IXy :IdumQ ‘SuTadq °*D *[ ZIZ0S#
Lo/nt/et = 004$ = UOTAETTE3SUT BufysSTX® 03 MIOM 3oMp TTBISUL #°oUl ¢51070e43U0) TOXFUOD SFRWTTD ZHHELF
YW My )7 491T1[21= 0004028 = SOT3FO Tejusp o7 ‘seBueyo TEIM}ONIYS OU SUOTIEISITY JOWISUL :°0D ¢*qsucp oelhs Cimblt
L9/TE/0T = 00°564¢1¢ = ssxenbs o Jooa-sy :eour ‘SeTIISUPUI UWSFITH C2z6ld
ispwiag buip|ing

SNOILIAaY ? SNOILY¥3LTY
T# HOVEE NVEOQ uoisiAlpqng e ¥o0|g 81 101

657 -

665 BUILDING CARD 4

75



601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

—

Mwim,éoh U2 |

91 LSS WD #u m L&OH,

o9 bg 00" bl gD A3 | k&34
"ON LIW¥3d SINTWA0D TI00NIY 38043d JMIVA| L1SOD NUOM 1500 ~XHOM 40 \4~m4|du=uuu|
ONIQTING ~ D018 Q351veddy | SALLVIAD XHOoM NOTLd1453d 353508 EART!

dNOZ TOYLNOD TVLSVOD

Q3NSST SliwWd3d 40 NOILONYLSNQD 40.1S00 FALLYIND

657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 5

76



601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

.

00°6L2$ - uotjebruny jusy - uoTIRBTWN ¥ SITWISL - 68-0T=L - Zp9T68SH#
0°6Lz$ - uotjebruny jusy - uoTjeDBTUNI 3 OITUADL - 68-0T-L - £V9IT68SH#

$SLIN¥Ed ONIATING

657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 6

77



601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

. .\@»; @ Q 2N
Toele 00°0sTH  ym w?c 'S L &aHI
) A.U = mv - y Na¥
e 1g 00 005wt Yo g
“ON LIWY¥ad SLNIWNOD TAAOWEY FYOod44d ANTVA LSOO XUOM LS00 AIYOM 40 b dd4nssI
ONIQTINgG oa1d d4sIviddy JALLVINWND AUOM NOILAI¥OSHd SSH00Yd| 4Lvd

4NOZ TOY¥LNOD TV.LSV0D

q4NSSI SLIWY¥Ad 40 NOILONYLSNQD 0 ,LS0D mahsa.Su

657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 7

78



601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

- Cooglecy iy

»
X S
25°46'34.96" N 8070800185 W_olev—23 ft_eye ait 811 A&

665 - 675 WASHINGTON AVENUE

ARCHITECT. E. L. ROBERTSON
YEAR BUILT: 1933
DESIGNATION: CONTRIBUTING
STYLE: ART DECO
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[RO(;RLSSIVI FIRMS FOUND IN \\Abfl[\(;l()\ AVE, MIAMI BEAC ll

vy T - ——— g — v ———
g { !
1
|

1w =

This view In thh 640 blocl" Washington avenue, Mlaml! Beacl, shows the modern ‘stores, shops and other establishments that serve the resi-
Qenu of the city and winter visifors. Among the firms that repoft an unusually sctive bnainess and are widely patronized are the (zpnol Dress
‘ompany, 627 Washington avepue, whinh also has its original store at 244 N. Mlaml avenue. Mlaml; the Jacques Beauty Ralow, 677 Washington
veaue; the Wolfson Realty Compan¥, 663 Washington avenue; the Mlaml Beach Hardware and Palnt Company, 621 Washington avenne; \hmlr';('
Dress Shop, 835 “ﬂshln;mu avenue; (he Tip Top Bar and Grill, 463 Washington avenue, and the Mlaml Beach Cycle Company, 623 Washington

|

hvenur

ABOVE ARTICLE FROM MIAMI HERALD FEBRUARY 17, 1935, P. 9-B.

This corner building and the elevations along the 600 block of Washington Avenue has alway been noted
as one of the most iconic pieces of architecture in South Beach. ‘The prominent polygonal corner pavilion,
a translation in modern styling of the city’s Mediterranean revival corner towers, illustrates a local
tradition of urban continuity in the face of stylistic change.’ (10)

As mentioned previously the prominent cover magazine feature of this building was a prime motivation
behind the designation of this Historic District.
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MIAMI, FLOJRIDA HERALD TELEPHON:
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The $25.000 store building lch l eln\ WS ' !
\ oy ’ ecrected (b k
avenue, Mlamt Beach, will feat B [ 25 & evine

-
g

ettt

NG OF MODERN DESIGN

o Neve.

A Tt boh iop AN

‘ , Properties In the 600 block In Washingfon
ure the modern architeftural design as fllustrated by the 4

Robertson, atchitect,

Joining the new store.

This is the third business

above drawlng by E. L!

company, which recentl

'THe company has

y completed |a bullding

extensive holdingd In Mlam! and Miaml Beach and Is plannin

bullding t? be' erected this year In the 600 block by the Devine
contajning, threq stores, and another is under construc

Y P

dsn ad-
g further

Improvements this yeaz,

P A 8 o e o 8.V

J. P. Caldwell, property mnn?;:er reported.—Photograph by W. A. Fishbaugh. |

; z
, . / 1

FROM THE MIAMI HERALD MAY 18, 1930

“The $25,000. store building, which is being erected by J. C. Devine Properties in the 600 block of
Washington Avenue, mimmi Beach, will feature the modern architectural design as illustrated by the
above drawing by E. L. Robertson, architect. This is the third business building erected this year in the
600 block by the devine company, which recently completed a building containing three stores, and
anoretic is under construction adjoining the new store. The company has extensive holdings in Miami
and Miami Beach and is planning further improvements this year...”
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The Architect E. L. Robertson expertly wove the
different phases of construction into a cohesive
whole.

There is a rhythm to the designs. At 655 - 665
there is more of a preponderance of floral
motifs. By the time the designs morph towards
7th Street they become more geometric.

Left; Column capitals become substituted by
blank spaces which lend the suggestion of
column capitals. (11)

Above: Panoramic photo with 685 Washington
at left and 665 Washington at right. (11)
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'MIAMI BEACH BLOCK
\18 BUSINESS CENTER

“n

Many-Modern Rotth Establishmenta ‘qu 600 Block, anplnnglon
_.'Avenue, Serve ]n(‘rcnllng Number of Rc)ulonu and \mtnru

Buildings Are Well Equippred,

,The 600 block in Washington ave-
nuc Miami‘ Beach, just south of the
{lllam Penn- Hotel, is one of the
t popular shopping centers In
{ Beach. Centrally loocated, the

is solidly occupied by progres-
hants and service -poclanlu

easy distance,
and economical,
ing, to shop In't
parking space s avall
The establishments ar
well-equipped, adequately ‘gent! llated
and otherwise attractive bul RA.
Among the many popular ewab-
\Jishments that are located in the oqQ
x of Wuhlnﬂon avenue are the

well s time-sav-
block. Ample
e At all times,
housed In

as one of Miaml! Benchl
n's sHOps, the Beach Tog+
Bﬂ) Washington avenue,
under the mandgement of I. Aromo-
vitz, is now »aho g the advanhce
- style trends thet will*he featured in
the North this sutnmer, Ouly thé na-
tionally known brands of mPm'y Wear
and accessories are stocked F%, all
times. This firm, which was { eﬂy
located at 612 Collins avenue,/is op-,
rerated the year around. ; A feature u

]-porunu for men of ducrimm:zn(
Beach @

smartest
gery 8hop,

Whlu the Mllml
' Dress Cpmpany, located at 627 Wash-
ington avenue, is but little moye than
a year old, Its parent store, tife Capl-

tol Dress Company at 244 Norfh Miaml
avenue, is one of Miami'y ploneer
dress shops.

It has been the pollcy
Mrs. H. L. Qreene, who oW

buying trips to New York|in order
Irst with

: More than 20 expert besutlc
| under the personal direction of \Ql
|, Jescques, eomprise the staff of t
‘ton avenue. Mr. Jacques, who was
: trained under Antolne of Parls, .and
has operated beauty salons in some
_of the largest centers In the countty,
I: 18 widely Xnown in Miam] Beach, hav-
|!! ing been identified in thls line of
(. businesq for the past elght years.
Plans have been made to keep the
Il salon open the entire year. An u

¢, ususl feature is the garden In
|\ year of the shop where
|| may have thelr besuty tres

e l maintain two offl
‘A lm statf of exmen and realty

t of both offices,
4 W
ghw 1fsom,

— e .....L. “ta 4ha rwdstdant af the

Jacques Beauty Balon, 677 Wuhlnn

Allrnrlnc nnd\\ cnhlnlml

dremsas, conta mllllncrl and he-ch aAp-
parel, ):}hnuu Dresa Shop 085 Wasbhe
Ington avenu#-endeavdra keep In
stock the latent styles and :?“wm of
the seasort. At this tln\b.nk-' l\\lp-
menta have been reckited| ‘of._ads
vance aummer fashioni nnJ In ad-
dition, the cmnplowitock of Mamin's
Dress S8hop, located In, thqi Beybold
arcade, Miaml, has been addad to the

Mixs Mnmle
:¢own in

this popular style ahop.'
Feorrls, manager, !s wall

stores in both |Miaml ant| Miami

"the more pop\uu late npou

~,

ridIng has caused sn unusual|demand
for bikes this neason, ccodtdlng to
Humbert Ngrantonio, awnet| of the
Miaml Beach -Cycle Compt y, 623
Washington a¥enne,
Over 50 bicycles wre’ ke;l
dally. In addliton to réntal % sales
and service department is mitatained.
Toys, games and novelties | ?m - also
handled. § |]

rented

Beach -wre to better nmuryﬂhe 1nrge |
number of cuatomers who lpntromm ,

this Iine of businesas, hnvlng|ppernted i

NBeach for several years,. || J

e Tip Toe PBar _dnd éﬂll. 663
Washimgton avenue,/{s a new addition
in the black. Bert Hartls and Alvin |
Jacobs, Whd~ operate the gblumbun
Coffee Bhop, Mlaml, ate the owners
and operptors of >thls ipop|ilaz res-
taurant,/ Dinners & dwiches
are a_ feature of this ne 1 which
18 rapldly becoming known

.one of |!

ach. | N
’& he growing populuﬂy fat bicycle ||

- 685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

i/

AN

LEFT: ARTICLE FROM MIAIM HERALD
FEBRUARY 17, 1935, P. 9-B).

BELOW: PHOTO OF MIAMI BEACH FEDERAL
SAVINGS circa 1930’s courtesy HISTORY MIAMI

=
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ABOVE: 665 WASHINGTON
AT CENTER (11)

LEFT: 685 WASHINGTON IN
FOREGRAOUND WITH 665
WASHINGTON IN
BACKGROUND. (11)
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Designed by the noted architect E. L. Robertson
in 1934 this very notable building turns the
corner into a geometrically proportioned tower.
The building also provides the northern frame for
a remarkable block of architecture, with over one
half of the total building frontage designed by
this same architect. This has long been an iconic
city corner as can be seen in historic photographs
through the years.

LEFT: PHOTOGRAPH circa 1960’s courtesy CMB
ABOVE: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH courtesy GOOGLE EARTH
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ABOVE: PHOTOGRAPH circa 1950 courtesy
HISTORY MIAMI

BELOW: PHOTOGRAPH circa 1950 courtesy
HISTORY MIAMI

675 - 685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

ARCHITECT. E. L. ROBERTSON
YEAR BUILT: 1933
DESIGNATION: CONTRIBUTING
STYLE: ART DECO

‘Among the first modern commercial structures
in Miami Beach, this row of storefronts was built
in the period of near-dormancy between the
e ey Hurricane of 1926 and the boom of a decade
later. Its Art Deco monumentality and careful
attention to detail are rare for a modest single-
story commercial block. The prominent
polygonal corner pavilion, a translation in
modern styling of the city’s Mediterranean
revival corner towers, illustrates a local tradition
of urban continuity in the face of stylistic

DMAN'S BAKERY

- ||

(/%BAJCING | BREAD+CH
J ALL DAY ROLLS CA
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New Paddock Club, Inc.

685 Washinaton Avie
Miami Beach, Ha

Tpaanﬂfif‘g

iuiﬁis@(

e TR i!

change.” (12)
685 WASHINGTON AVENUE POSTCARD circa 1950’s

675 - 685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

ARCHITECT. E. L. ROBERTSON
YEAR BUILT: 1933
DESIGNATION: CONTRIBUTING
STYLE: ART DECO

In the postcard view above of the Paddock Club - the 7th street elevation contains no lower windows. For
comparative purposes look at the 2015 photograph on pages 97 and 101.

95



601 -685 WASHINGTON AVENUE

Progressﬁve Architecture
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH: FRIEDMAN'S BAKERY courtesy PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE, November 1982
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Because of its uniqueness in architectural style, it
may also be considered to increase any setback
distances away from this polygonal corner for any
new building blocks. This polygonal tower should
not feel too crowded by new construction in order
to retain its historic context. It already has a great
green backdrop in the adjacent Ballet-Valet garage
aka locally as the Chia-Pet garage shown in
photograph at left..

ABOVE LEFT: 1994 by ARTHUR MARCUS
BELOW LEFT AND ABOVE: 2015 PHOTOGRAPHS by
ARTHUR MARCUS PHOTOGRAPHY (11)
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2015 PHOTOGRAPHS (11)
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2015 PHOTOGRAPH OF 685 WASHINGTON TOWER (11)
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685 WASHINGTON AVENUE in 1988 PHOTOGRAPH from DECO DELIGHTS by BARBARA CAPITMAN and PHOTOGRAPH by

STEVEN BROOKE
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