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641 - 647 BUILDING 641 -647 BUILDING CARD 1 
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641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 2 
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641 - 
647 
BUILDING CARD 3 
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641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 4 
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641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 5 
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641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 6 

�60



6 0 1  -  6 8 5   W A S H I N G T O N   A V E N U E

641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 7 
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641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 8 
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641 - 647 BUILDING CARD 9 
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ABOVE: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE courtesy GOOGLE EARTH 
RIGHT:  HISTORIC PHOTO circa 1980’S courtesy CMB 

657 - 665 Washington Avenue 

ARCHITECT.    E. L. ROBERTSON 
YEAR BUILT:   1932 
DESIGNATION:   CONTRIBUTING 
STYLE:     SPANISH MEDITERRANEAN 

2015 PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE  
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ABOVE: 2015 PHOTOGRAPH  (11) 
BELOW: 1988 PHOTO courtesy PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE 11.1 

657 - 665 Washington Avenue 
These unique commercial frontages are part of the entire northern section of the 600 block including 675 
+ 685 Washington Avenue.  These buildings were completed in complimentary architectural styles by 
Architect E. L. Roberson in the late 1920’s to early 1930’s. .   657 - 665 was completed first in 1932 - 
1933 with 675 + 685 then completed in 1934. Robertson designed a majority of the buildings on this 
block. . 

This row of storefronts is notable for its architectural significance, as it displays a highly detailed Art Deco 
monumentality which crafts a presence on the street. Front elevation facades are staggered in 
relationship to the actual property line. 

This was the first building constructed on this block in 1925 - and was designed by the prolific & noted 
Architect E. L. Robertson in a transitional Mediterranean Revival style with art deco lines.  Beginning with 
his first designed building in this row - 641 - it is interesting to note in the photo above how his strong 
horizontal design gestures began lower on the facade and then went higher - as in the 655 portion - and 
then up to the top of the parapet wall in 665 - 685. And this horizontal design became more geometric in 
the later buildings. 
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The majority of this block has been custom designed by the same 
architects as the story of 1920’s one-story commercial building 
architecture as it evolved from art deco and med deco towards a  
more International Style architecture..and as a pre-cursor to MiMo 
- Mid Century Architecture.… (11) 

It is fascinating how the Architects have taken the themes of 
columns and horizontal ornamentation bands and have changed 
them from building to building.  The later themes without bands of 
floral ornamentation become almost pure geometry, and as such 
are a bridge to the later MiMo or Mid century forms.  Look at the 
later column capital on page 82 which makes the void-space the 
most important space - without any classic column capital and  
just containing the smaller panel. 

These architects have carried consistent architectural themes 
throughout the block.  As these themes morph from building to 
building the ornamentation becomes more geometric and 
assumes different personas. In places there is no ornamentation 
at all and the structure becomes the ornamentation;  as in the 
horizontal ocean-wave motif with rounded-end bricks in the 
photos at left and above. 

Significant architectural details include the addition of fluted 
vertical pilasters with intricately designed floral motif reliefs and 
ornamentation on column capitals, the stepped cornice above the 
pilasters.  And uniting everything is the symmetrical architectural 
organization of the massing as seen from Washington Avenue.   
2015 PHOTOGRAPHS by ARTHUR MARCUS 
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ABOVE: 2015 PHOTOGRAPH  
LOOKING NORTH IN FRONT OF 
665 WASHINGTON (11) 

RIGHT:  HISTORIC PHOTO circa 
1980’s courtesy CITY OF MIAMI 
BEACH PLANNING & ZONING,  
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In addition to its architectural 
features,  this row played a very 
prominent part in the 1980’s 
renaissance of South Beach.  

The Strand Restaurant @ 661 
became the new social center for 
South Beach, having taken over the 
former Famous Restaurant space.  
MDPL (Miami Design Preservation 
League) was then located a few 
doors down the block.   

In 1982 the richly painted polygonal 
corner at 685 Washington was 
f e a t u r e d o n t h e c o v e r o f 
Progressive Architecture magazine, 
headlining a piece about the 
district’s preservation and revival.  
This photo is on page one of this 
report.  This publication marked the 
turning point in the efforts of 
Barbara Capitman to preserve 
these Art Deco buildings and create 
a new 20th century Historic District. 

‘In late 1986 three entrepreneurs 
from New York’s downtown ‘scene’ 
o p e n e d t h e S t r a n d a t 6 7 1 
Washington Avenue, formerly a 
popular delicatessen called ‘the 
Famous’.  The Strand quickly 
became the social center of the 
Beach.  For some years the Miami 
Design Preservation League had its 
headquarters next door at 661 
Washington.  During the late 1980’s 
and early 1990’s, the Miami Beach 
Development corporation (MBDC, - 
now the Miami Beach Community 
Development Corporation) held its 
monthly networking dinners for 
South Beach pioneers in the 
Strand’s private dining room. The 
MBDC dinners shared space and 
schedule with the forums of the 
South Beach New Democrats and 
with the Acme Stage Company, an 
artistic and cultural pioneer of a 
revived entertainment scene.  Later 
in the 1990’s th is b lock of 
Washington Avenue almost entirely 
succumbed to nightclubs and bars, 
rendering its storefronts dark and 
empty during the day.’ (12)

TOP + CENTER PHOTOGRAPHS (14)
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yelp.com by pea p., 
berkeley, california 4.08.07
‘The Strand was the social 
center of the smal l and 
growing verbal south beach 
renaissance of the 1980’s and 
1990’s.  The time when South 
Beach was re-invented and re-
designed.’ (13) 

‘Ah! ….the famous Strand -- a 
restaurant that existed for 8 or 
so glorious years from 1986 - 
1993(?) The one founded by 
Gary Farmer, Irene Giersing 
and Mark Benck that was like 
something out of (the movie) 
Casablanca. With Scratch, the 
Tropics and the Cardozo... The 
Strand was the only place 
open at night on South Beach. 
And since, in those days, the 
Cardozo was only a front for a 
money laundering scheme, 
really the Strand and Scratch 
were the only two places to 
get a nice dinner…’ (13) 

‘The Strand was there in the 
early early days of the revival, 
when cops still came around 
asking for protection money; 
when there was still a Botanica 
next door where you could 
buy a live chicken to sacrifice 
in your Santeria ceremony; 
with Watergun on the corner 
theoretically selling leotards 
and aerobic clothes but which 
*might have been* a front for 
an arms dealership.  The 
Strand that made it through 
Hurricane Andrew!  The Strand 
that let the Yale Glee Club sing 
for their supper! Well, I could 
go on, and probably will one of 
these days…. 
m y b e l o v e d … ” T h e 
Strand”.’ (13) 

ARCHITECTURAL DETAIL @ 665 WASHINGTON AVENUE (11) 
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ARCHITECTURAL DETAILS @ 665 WASHINGTON 
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657- 665 BUILDING CARD 1 
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657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 2 
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657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 3 
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657 - 
665 BUILDING CARD 4 
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657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 5 
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657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 6 
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657 - 665 BUILDING CARD 7 
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665 - 675 WASHINGTON AVENUE  
ARCHITECT.    E. L. ROBERTSON 
YEAR BUILT:   1933 
DESIGNATION:   CONTRIBUTING 
STYLE:     ART DECO 
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ABOVE ARTICLE FROM MIAMI HERALD FEBRUARY 17, 1935, P. 9-B. 

This corner building and the elevations along the 600 block of Washington Avenue has alway been noted 
as one of the most iconic pieces of architecture in South Beach. ‘The prominent polygonal corner pavilion, 
a translation in modern styling of the city’s Mediterranean revival corner towers,  illustrates a local 
tradition of urban continuity in the face of stylistic change.’ (10) 

As mentioned previously the prominent cover magazine feature of this building was a prime motivation 
behind the designation of this Historic District.  
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FROM THE MIAMI HERALD MAY 18, 1930 

“The $25,000.  store building, which is being erected by J. C. Devine Properties in the 600 block of 
Washington Avenue, mimmi Beach, will feature the modern architectural design as illustrated by the 
above drawing by E. L. Robertson, architect.  This is the third business building erected this year in the 
600 block by the devine company,  which recently completed a building containing three stores,  and 
anoretic is under construction adjoining the new store.  The company has extensive holdings in Miami 
and Miami Beach and is planning further improvements this year…” 
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The Architect E. L. Robertson expertly wove the 
different phases  of construction into a cohesive 
whole.   

There is a rhythm to the designs.  At 655 - 665 
there is more of a preponderance of floral 
motifs.  By the time the designs morph towards 
7th Street they become more geometric.    

Left; Column capitals become substituted by 
blank spaces which lend the suggestion of 
column capitals. (11) 

Above: Panoramic photo with 685 Washington 
at left and 665 Washington at right. (11) 
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LEFT: ARTICLE FROM MIAIM HERALD 
FEBRUARY 17, 1935, P. 9-B). 

BELOW: PHOTO OF MIAMI BEACH FEDERAL 
SAVINGS circa 1930’s courtesy HISTORY MIAMI 
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ABOVE: 665 WASHINGTON 
AT CENTER (11) 

LEFT: 685 WASHINGTON IN 
FOREGRAOUND WITH 665 
WASHINGTON IN 
BACKGROUND. (11) 
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675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 1 
675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 2 
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 - 675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 3  
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675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 4  
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675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 5 
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675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 6  

�90



6 0 1  -  6 8 5   W A S H I N G T O N   A V E N U E

675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 7  
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675 - 685 BUILDING CARD 8  
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675 - 685 WASHINGTON AVENUE 
Designed by the noted architect E. L. Robertson 
in 1934 this very notable building turns the 
corner into a geometrically proportioned tower. 
The building also provides the northern frame for 
a remarkable block of architecture, with over one 
half of the total building frontage designed by 
this same architect. This has long been an iconic 
city corner as can be seen in historic photographs 
through the years.  

LEFT: PHOTOGRAPH circa 1960’s courtesy CMB 
ABOVE: AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH courtesy GOOGLE EARTH 
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ABOVE: PHOTOGRAPH circa  1950 courtesy  
  HISTORY MIAMI 
BELOW: PHOTOGRAPH circa 1950 courtesy  
  HISTORY MIAMI 

675 - 685 WASHINGTON AVENUE  
ARCHITECT.    E. L. ROBERTSON 
YEAR BUILT:   1933 
DESIGNATION:   CONTRIBUTING 
STYLE:     ART DECO 
‘Among the first modern commercial structures 
in Miami Beach, this row of storefronts was built 
in the period of near-dormancy between the 
Hurricane of 1926 and the boom of a decade 
later.  Its Art Deco monumentality and careful 
attention to detail are rare for a modest single-
story commercial block.  The prominent 
polygonal corner pavilion, a translation in 
modern styling of the city’s Mediterranean 
revival corner towers,  illustrates a local tradition 
of urban continuity in the face of stylistic 
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change.’ (12)

685 WASHINGTON AVENUE POSTCARD circa 1950’s


675 - 685 WASHINGTON AVENUE  
ARCHITECT.    E. L. ROBERTSON 
YEAR BUILT:   1933 
DESIGNATION:   CONTRIBUTING 
STYLE:     ART DECO 

In the postcard view above of the Paddock Club - the 7th street elevation contains no lower windows.  For 
comparative purposes look at the 2015 photograph on pages 97 and 101. 
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COVER PHOTOGRAPH: FRIEDMAN’S BAKERY courtesy PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE, November 1982 
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Because of its uniqueness in architectural style, it 
may also be considered to increase any setback 
distances away from this polygonal corner for any 
new building blocks. This polygonal tower should 
not feel too crowded by new construction in order 
to retain its historic context.  It already has a great 
green backdrop in the adjacent Ballet-Valet garage 
aka locally as the Chia-Pet garage shown in 
photograph at left.. 
 

ABOVE LEFT: 1994 by ARTHUR MARCUS 
BELOW LEFT AND ABOVE:  2015 PHOTOGRAPHS by 
ARTHUR MARCUS PHOTOGRAPHY (11) 
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2015 PHOTOGRAPHS (11) 
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2015 PHOTOGRAPH OF 685 WASHINGTON TOWER (11) 
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685 WASHINGTON AVENUE in 1988 PHOTOGRAPH from DECO DELIGHTS by BARBARA CAPITMAN and PHOTOGRAPH by 
STEVEN BROOKE 
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