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Ocean Way Apts. & Hotel 
7430 Ocean Terrace   LOT 4 

Architect:  Gilbert M. Fein 

Year:  1951 

Architect Bio: Gilbert M. Fein (1920–2003) was from New York City and studied architecture at 
New York University. He served in the Army Corps of Engineers during World War 
II and settled in Miami Beach after the war. He designed hundreds of residential 
and commercial buildings in South Florida in the new Post-War Modern style. One 
of his trademarks was a type of mirrored garden apartment building, featuring 
two 2-story buildings joined at the front by a marquee or gable roof, and framing 
a landscaped courtyard. Most of Fein’s comfortably livable buildings are function 
extremely well in Miami Beach’s low scale multifamily neighborhoods. In the 
North Shore and Normandy Isle neighborhoods there are over 76 buildings 
designed by Gilbert Fein from 1949 to 1961, but some of the better known are 
the Ocean Front Apartments, 7400 Ocean Terrace; Ocean Way Hotel, 7430 Ocean 
Terrace; Beach Place Motel, 8601 Harding Avenue; and Deco Palm Apartments, 
6930 Rue Versailles.  

Style: Post War Modern– MiMo 
Local Historic District- “Harding Townsite South Altos del Mar Historic District” 
Historically contributing Structure.  

Curiosities: Original Permit 1951 refers to “Apartment building – 20 Units - 2 Stories- Spread 
Footings”  

Present uses: Hotel – Hawaii 
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Alcan Surf Hotel:
7436 Ocean Terrace. LOT 3 

Architect:  Anton Skislewicz 

Year:   1940 

Architect Bio: (1895–1980) a native of Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia, and a World War I aviator, 
immigrated to New York after that war and graduated from Columbia University 
in 1929. Drawn by the Depression-era building boom in Miami Beach, he opened 
a practice here in 1934 and contributed a European sensibility to local 
architecture. His early work in naval architecture and aviation is clearly evident in 
his streamlined buildings. (He also designed a limited-edition limousine for 
Lincoln Motors in www.MiMoOnTheBeach.com 6 1938.) During World War II, he 
closed his practice and returned to shipbuilding in Tampa, Florida. Some of his 
buildings include the Breakwater Hotel, Lord Balfour Hotel, and Plymouth Hotel. 
His most notable North Beach building was the Ocean Surf Hotel at 7435 Ocean 
Terrace. 

Style: Art Deco 
Local Historic District- “Harding Townsite_South Altos del Mar Historic District” 
Historically contributing Structure.    

Curiosities: Original Permit refers to 
“Hotel – 49 rooms –3 stories – 
Reinforced Concrete 
Foundations” 

Present uses: Hotel – Ocean Surf 

Existing Conditions 7436 Ocean Terrace 
    (2016) Photographs 


