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727 Collins Avenue
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Preliminary Remarks

The present study comprises a survey of the building at 727 Collins Avenue in Miami Beach, 
a contributing historic property located in a district that has been both nationally and locally 
designated: the Miami Beach Architectural District (NR 1979) and the Ocean Drive/Collins 
Avenue Historic District (City of Miami Beach,1986).  The study has been prepared for 
Jamestown Premier/727 Collins LLC in anticipation of restoration and modifications to the main 
facade and ground floor, designed by Shulman + Associates.

This study presents the building historically, based on available documentation and site 
verification.  It includes historical imagery and the building card.  A photo survey of current 
conditions is also included.
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Historical Analysis and Imagery
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Historical Outline

The project site is Lot 12, Block 12 of the Ocean Beach Subdivision, the first of many platted by 
the Lummus brothers in 1912. The site is an 80’ x 125’ lot on Addition 1 of the subdivision.  

Dating to 1929 in the immediate wake of the US Stock Market Crash, the London Arms Hotel 
was designed by architects Wade & Oemler for London Operating Company, named for owner 
B.H. London. The builder is listed as “Cont. Construction Company.” The building is listed as a 
Contributing Structure both nationally, in the Miami Beach Architectural District (NR, 1979) and 
locally, in the Ocean Drive/Collins Avenue Historic District (City of Miami Beach, 1986).

During the Second World War, The London Arms was one of almost 300 buildings that the US 
Military leased for use as barracks between 1942-1945. It was returned to civilian use in July 
1943.

Originally constructed as a 52-room hotel, the building is primarily three storeys, with an additional 
storey in the portion fronting Collins Avenue. Microfilms show that a rooftop solarium was designed 
by Wade & Oemler soon after the original hotel opening, with later alterations by architect George 
Pfeiffer. A more major addition was designed by noted architect Donald G. Smith in 1940. (Smith 
had also designed the neighboring Lynmar Hotel in 1941; in fact, in later years The London Arms 
was known as “Lynmar South,” under joint ownership.) This addition comprised a “dining room, 2 
storage rooms, vegetable room and garage space,” as per the City of Miami Beach Building Card. 
No plans were located; it was noted simply as a “one-story extension.” 

The London Arms is classifed at the City of Miami Beach as Neoclassical Revival, a style 
characterized by symmetry and a centralized entrance, and ornamented by classically-inspired 
elements such as columns, a balustrade along the roof, and pendant lighting on either side of the 
entrance. 

Early photographs of the building show the front facade divided into three sections by pilasters. 
The middle section, in which the main entrance is sited, features a broken pediment at the roofline. 
Five finials ornament the roof, and faux balustrades ornament the right and left sections, which 
have round-arched windows.  The main entrance is heavily ornamented in the Neoclassical style, 
topped with a decorative bas-relief at the juncture between the second and third levels, adorned 
with the initials “L.C.” The main windows at the ground level are 9-over-9 paned, divided by a 
pilaster. Smaller, ornamental windows on the ground floor are covered with metal grills. 

Architect:
Wade & Oemler, with principals Lee H. Wade and C.H. Oemler, was a Miami-based architectural 
firm, with only two known buildings on Miami Beach; the other was the. Wade designed several 
hotels in Miami Beach in the 1920s and 30s, but the firm of Wade & Oemler is attributed to only 
one other structure on the Beach, the Walters Building at 333-339 Lincoln Road (1929). Wade & 
Oemler are known to have designed several homes in Coral Gables, including one at 1248 Coral 
Way that was historically designated locally in 2011. 
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Sanborn map, 1948
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Aerial photo of Downtown Miami Beach, April 1959. From Florida Memory/State Library and Archives of Florida
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Aerial, 2017
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Historical photograph dated 1938, Curt Teich Archive
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Building Data
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Building Card. City of Miami Beach.
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Building Card. City of Miami Beach.
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Building Card. City of Miami Beach.
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Building Card. City of Miami Beach.
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Photo Survey 
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Context
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Front facade of 727 Collins
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Collins Avenue looking Southeast

Collins Avenue looking Northeast 
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Collins Avenue Facade- windows at ground level

Collins Avenue Facade - Main entry
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Collins Avenue Facade Details
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Ocean Court (rear) looking Northeast

Collins Avenue - Circular masonry ornamentation at Southwest corner
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Ocean Court (rear) looking West

Ocean Court (rear) looking Northwest
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Collins Avenue looking West through North sideyard

Collins Avenue looking East through South sideyard
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Ground floor interior
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Ground floor interior
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Ground floor - historic fireplace

Ground floor looking through main entrance toward Collins Avenue


