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The Collins Canal is a man-made canal that links Biscayne Bay, on the west, to Lake 

Pancoast, on the east, that is south of Dade Boulevard, and was built by John S. Collins in 

1912.  It is considered the oldest, still existing, built structure in the city of Miami Beach, 

and celebrates its centennial this year.  John Collins planned the canal for the purposes of 

allowing easy transportation from his avacado farm to Biscayne Bay, and to provide a 

scenic backdrop for his real estate holdings, especially his hotel site on 23rd site.  

 

A timeline of the Collins Canal follows: 

. canal under construction: 

earliest citation - 7/6/1912 MH 

other citations - 7/10/1912 MDM, 7/11/1912 MH, 8/31/1912 MH 

. canal completed, earliest citation - 11/21/1912 MH 

. canal used, earliest citation - 12/5/1912 MH 

. canal named “Collins Canal”, 2/25/1913 MH 

. Miami Dade Plat Book: 

earliest citation, unnamed - 12/11/1912 [2/47] 

earliest citation, named “Collins Canal” – 6/1915 [5/7] 

 

Citations that detail the building of the canal can be found in the following sources: 

   

1. Miami Dade Plat Book: 

 

. Plat book 2, page 47, dated 12/11/1912, the earliest plat filed by John Collins, has the 

canal platted.  It is not named but identified as "Canal from Biscayne Bay to Lake", and 

the land description section mentions "the canal recently dredged extending from said 

lake to Biscayne Bay". 

 

. Plat book 5, page 7, dated June 1915, had the canal named as the "Collins Canal". 

  

2. “The Miracle of Miami Beach”, J. N. Lummus, 1940: 

 

In this book, in the section where Lummus discusses the construction of Collins Avenue, 

he mentions “It took ten men one week to cut a right-of-way from where Mr. Collins was 

having the canal dug to South Beach.” 
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3. “Forty Years of Miami Beach”, Ruby Leach Carson, Tequesta: The Journal of the 

Historical Association of Southern Florida, Volume 1, number 15, 1955: 

 

"Anyway, my grandfather was "agriculturally minded," said Arthur Pancoast. "He wanted 

to make a go of farming developments on cleared swamp land first. Then that ocean strip 

not suited to farming he thought could be available for a city later. He did not think of 

starting a city development until he needed a canal for solution of his farm transportation 

problems. Then he knew a canal would help in both developments.” – Page 7 

 

“He [Thomas Pancoast] arrived in 1911 and helped Collins direct the work on his canal. 

It was dug from what is now Lake Pancoast, to Biscayne Bay, and quickly became one of 

the most beautiful features of Miami Beach. It still retains his name. Both Collins and 

Pancoast realized at this time that the canal would not only provide a quick way to get his 

avocadoes to market, but also would help open up an area which would soon be in 

demand for residences. If homes were to be built, then a bridge for vehicles would be 

needed.” – Page 9 

 

“In 1914 T. J. Pancoast built a mansion on the edge of the deepened wading pool which 

connected Collins Canal with Indian Creek, and which had been named Lake Pancoast.” 

– Page 11 

 

“By July of 1924, the first coconut tree was planted on the Nautilus grounds and the road 

building was proceeding. The rock for this was hauled from the mainland on barges. 

They were floated up Collins Canal to the bantam line railroad which the Fisher interests 

were using.” – Page 17 

 

4.  “Miami Beach: A History”, Howard Kleinberg, 1994 

 

"Collins also had ideas about transportation.  Taking his crop over to the railroad in 

Miami was a tedious process.  It first had to be hauled overland to the western edge of the 

beach, then barged up the east side of the bay, across the northern portion and then down 

the west side of Miami, a distance of seven miles.  It was the overland route Collins first 

sought to eliminate.  He decided, in 1911, that he needed to build a canal from Indian 

Creek to Biscayne Bay, which would allow him to barge his avacados directly to the city.  

To avoid the shallow and still reptile-infested Crocodile Hole to the north, Collins cut his 

canal from a grass-covered pond on the southern edge of Indian Creek southwest to the 

bay, the spoil bank becoming today's Dade Boulevard." 



 

5. Miami Daily Metropolis, 7/10/1912, “Free Gift of Ten Acres on the Ocean Offered 

Miami City as a Public Park by Ocean Beach Improvement Company”: 

 

This article discusses the donation of land by John Collins to the city, for what is now 

called Collins Park.  It has numerous mentions of the canal. 

 

. “Location convenient of access via bridge or canal.” 

. “the tract he [John Collins] offers the city for park purposes is near the head of Indian 

creek, the location being convenient of access either via canal or the new bridge which 

the company is now arranging to build across the bay.” 

. “the [bridges’] real terminal being at the mouth of the canal which is now being dug.  

The canal will traverse the entire peninsula, giving water front to those inland . . . 

Considerable clearing has already been made back from the canal and it is the purpose of 

the company to build a large hotel.” 

. “people availing themselves of the advantage of the park will have the same access to 

the bridge and canal as would owners of private property" 

 

6. Miami Herald: 

 

. 7/6/1912, “The Great Improvements Now Being Made at Collins’ Ranch, Across Bay” 

 

“Mr. Collins concluded a short cut to the ocean beach would be necessary . . . Securing a 

dredge, a channel was first made from a point out in the bay a quarter of a mile off . . . 

and ending where the canal proper begins.  The canal, it was intended, should cut directly 

across the peninsula to a small lake at the head of what is known as Indian creek . . . 

another dredge was added to the little fleet . . . These two machines are now within a few 

hundred yards of each other and by September 15th, according to the estimate of Thomas 

J. Pancoast . . . they will have met” 

 

. 7/11/1912, “Cite for Park Is Tendered the City Free” 

 

“The location is stated to be easy of access both via the canal and the proposed new 

bridge.” 

 

. 8/31/1912, “Thomas J. Pancoast Returns to Miami to Make His Home” 

 

"Things have gone along very well on the canals also, although there has been some 

delay on the main canal ...there being only about 800 feet yet to excavate to the head of 

Indian Creek.  Dredge No. 2 is still at work widening, deepening and straightening out 

Indian creek, and as soon as the connection is made both machines will engage in digging 

out a basin at the head of creek, which is to be made a pivotal point for the social life of 

that entire section" 

  



 

6.    Miami Herald (Continued) 

 

. 11/21/1912, “Dredging of Canal to the Head of Indian Creek Has Been Finished” 

 

“The dredging of the canal from Biscayne bay at a point where the Collins bridge touches 

the peninsula to the head of Indian creek, which is to gives access by boat to the Collins 

property, was completed a few days ago, and one can now go by water across the 

peninsula to within 150 yards of the ocean.” 

 

. 12/5/1912, “County Commissioners Viewed the Proposed Beach Boulevard” 

 

"After crossing the bay the party viewed the eastern terminus of the bridge, . . . afterward 

proceeding up the canal to the basin at the head of Indian creek.” 

 

. 2/25/1913, “Will Have Regular Service to Indian Creek” 

 

"The launch Virginian will leave from the Twelfth street pier . . . for the head of Indian 

creek via the Collins canal." 

 

 

 



 
 

Miami Herald, 11/21/1912 



 
 

 
 

Miami Dade Plat Book 2/47 (top) & 5/7 (bottom) 



 
 

Miami Daily Metropolis, 7/10/1912 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Miami Herald, 7/6/1912 



 

           Miami Herald, 7/11/1912          Miami Herald, 12/5/1912 

  



 

Miami Herald, 8/31/1912   Miami Herald, 2/25/1913  



 
 

      Collins Canal With Fish Strike, Gleason Waite Romer  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    The Scene Today (2012) 

 



 
 

      Gondolas in the Collins Canal in front of the Hubbel residence - Miami Beach, Florida, 1930 

  

 
 

The Scene Today (2012) 

 


