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“The new outdoor lighting regulations

intend to enhance the quality of life in the City of Ann Arbor. This will
occur through reduction in light trespass, glare and energy
consumption, with benefits to a multitude of living things (us
included)," said Brett Lenart, planning manager.

Some ordinance highlights:

e *The regulations apply to any outdoor lighting on private property
in the city

e Temporary light installations on private property are allowed for
90 days in the exemptions. This could include holiday lights, art
installations, special event lighting, etc. (Note: When such
temporary displays occur on non-residentially zoned property,
then they must comply with other provisions of the proposed



code that prohibit movement, flashing and other such
characteristics).

e Light trespass is limited to certain levels at the property line.
Properties abutting residential zones have the strictest limits; D1
and D2 districts allow higher levels of light.

e New light fixtures are to be fully or partially shielded, depending
on the type of installation.

e Decorative building and landscaping illumination are largely
prohibited between midnight and 6 a.m., except for businesses
open during those hours.

e Parking lot lighting is limited to 6-foot candles and must be
extinguished beyond business hours for non-residential uses.
Formerly, the Unified Development Code requires less than one-
foot candle of lighting minimum, but it must remain on all night.
No maximum is specified.

Nonconforming lighting may be maintained; however, any replacement
of outdoor luminaires must be compliant (i.e. use of compliant fixtures)
and site plan would require full compliance.

The complete outdoor lighting ordinance can be found in Chapter 55
Unified Development Code, Section 5.25 Outdoor Lighting at
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/planning/Pages/Unified%20Devel

opment%20Code.aspx. For more information, contact the City of Ann

Arbor Planning Unit at planning@a2gov.org or 734.794.6265. To view the
project guide, visit
https://www.a2gov.org/departments/planning/Publishinglmages/Page
s/City-Planning-Initiatives/Outdoor%20Lighting%20Handout.pdf (PDF).
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Ann Arbor has 123,851 residents, spans 28.97 square miles and is
frequently recognized as a foremost place to live, learn, work, thrive
and visit. To Reep up with City of Ann Arbor information, subscribe for
email updates, and follow the city on Twitter and Facebook. The city's
mission is to deliver exceptional services that sustain and enhance a
vibrant, safe and diverse community.



