
DISCUSSION ITEMS  35.

COMMITTEE MEMORANDUM
TO: Public Safety and Neighborhood Quality of Life Committee Members

FROM: Alina T. Hudak, City Manager

DATE: November 30, 2022

SUBJECT: DISCUSSION REGARDING PARKING ENFORCEMENT ON BICYCLE LANES
 

HISTORY:
This item was referred to the Public Service Neighborhood and Quality of Life Committee at the September 14, 2022, Commission
meeting.  The Administration was directed to evaluate the feasibility of utilizing cameras for the enforcement of bicycle lanes and the
possible deployment of parking enforcement units on bicycles.
 
The City has a robust system of dedicated bicycle lanes, but they are only effective when available to cyclists.  Regrettably, camera
enforcement of the bicycle lanes would not be very effective because state law allows for the momentary stopping, standing, or
parking of a vehicle in prohibited spaces to pick up or discharge a passenger.
 
 This would cover American with Disabilities Act (ADA) considerations for a driver or passenger who may be assisting a person with
special needs to access a business or facility.  Also, use of a camera for issuance of citation may not be legal, except for red light
cameras.  This would require further research.
 

ANALYSIS
Parking enforcement officers can be deployed on bicycles. In fact, bicycle enforcement was implemented in the past during high
impact weekends.  There are, however, considerations related to safety because officers would not have the protection a car can
provide against volatile encounters or situations. Also, securing the bicycle and needed enforcement equipment may be an issue.  On
the other hand, during peak hours, bicycles provide faster mobility and a bicycle, unlike a vehicle, would not block the bicycle lane
during enforcement.

CONCLUSION:
The Parking Department has experienced difficulties recruiting and retaining enforcement officers, leading to staff
shortages.  Additionally, staff is being assigned to address construction parking impacts in neighborhoods.  However, Parking will work
on establishing bicycle units as soon as possible, will evaluate success of the program and will provide progress update.  

Applicable Area
Citywide

Is this a "Residents Right
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 Does this item utilize G.O.
Bond Funds?

Yes  No  


