Rachel and Joshua Samek
4454 N. Meridian Avenue
Miami Beach, FL 33140
February 21, 2022

City of Miami Beach Planning Department
Att: Land Use Board

1700 Convention Center Drive

Miami Beach, FL 33139

Re: Permit #BR2106185
Dear City of Miami Beach Land Use Board Committee:

Thank you to this Committee and to the City of Miami Beach Building Department for the
continued assistance in fixing the situation that occurred with permit #BR2106185 which
resulted in us appearing before your board requesting a variance from a provision of the
land development regulations.

We are the property owners at 4454 North Meridian Avenue and have been so since
2016. We properly followed the City of Miami Beach code and submitted engineering
plans and a permit application for a permit to install an open-air pergola in our front yard
on December 7, 2021. The permit was approved and issued on February 7, 2022. As you
can see from the log of inspections, the building department came out to the property on
July 21, 2022, August 3, 2022, and October 28, 2022 and each time passed inspections
and approved the pergola for each step of the process (including the slabs which were
poured multiple feet underground, framing, beams and columns). As all inspections
throughout the project were approved by the building department, our contractor then
called for final inspections. It was quite a surprise to learn, almost a year later from starting
the project, that the building department would not pass the project on final inspection
because they only now claimed that the pergola was too close to the side yard.

The head of the building department advised us that the City of Miami Beach made a
mistake and did not properly route the permit to be initially viewed by the zoning
department. As a direct and proximate result of the City of Miami Beach’s admitted error,
we have experienced delays in completing our pergola project and now are in front of
your board requesting your assistance in finalizing this project.

As you can see by the enclosed documents, we followed the City of Miami Beach rules
and submitted a permit (unlike many...), had the plans properly engineered and approved
by the City, built our pergola exactly to the approved plans, and now have been in limbo
for the past six months as a result of the building department’s error in failing to route the
permit to the zoning department. As long-standing homeowners and taxpayers we greatly
appreciate the City now stepping in to assist in finalizing this process and hope this can
be completed expeditiously.




Enclosed please find the following documents for your review:

1. Permit History for Permit #8R2106185

2. Approved plans for Permit #BR2106185, which were followed exactly to build the
project.

3. Land survey of 4454 N. Meridian Avenue showing the distances the pergola is from
both the front and side set-backs.

4. Photos of the built pergola, including photos showing distances from the side set-
back.

5. Letters from neighbors in support of the pergola remaining in the current location.

Again, we greatly appreciate your help in reviewing and finalizing this project. Please do
not hesitate to reach out to us if we can assist in answering any follow-up questions or if
you need additional information.

Thank you for your consideration.

Rachel and Joshua Samek
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