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SUBJECT: PB20-0339, a.k.a. PB File No. 1947. 550 Washington Avenue – Paris 

Theater.  
  Progress Report. 
 
BACKGROUND 
December 15, 2009:  The Paris Theater, LLC, was granted a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 

approval for a Neighborhood Impact Establishment (NIE) to operate this 
facility as a performing art theater and lounge serving alcoholic beverages 
during weekends and holidays. 

 
August 23, 2011:  Bamboo Group, Inc obtained a Modification to the CUP in order to change 

the name of the owner and operator from Paris Theater, LLC to Bamboo 
Group, Inc.  

 
April 3, 2012:   Big Time Production, LLC/Bamboo Group, Inc. was sent a cure letter due 

to several Notices of Violation that had been issued, which rendered the 
applicant in violation of the conditions of the MCUP. 

 
April 24, 2012:  The operator was before the Board because several Notices of Violation 

had been issued for loud music emanating from the establishment in 
contradiction to the conditions of approval of the existing CUP.  The Board 
discussed the violations and heard from the contractor working on the 
project as to what was being proposed to mitigate the noise impact of the 
venue on the nearby residents.  The Board also heard from the nearby 
residents that had attended the meeting and their complaints about noise. 
The contractor explained that special sound-proof doors had been ordered, 
which were to be installed at the Euclid Avenue side of the venue.  The 
doors were a special-order item and were expected to be delivered in 
approximately 45 days.  The Board directed the applicant to come back to 
the May 22 meeting for another progress report and continued the 
modification hearing.  

 
May 22, 2012:  The contractor gave an update of the work in progress and the Board 

directed the applicant to come back to the June 26, meeting for another 
Progress Report and continued the modification/revocation hearing to the 
August 28, 2012 meeting.  
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June 26, 2012: The contractor gave an update on the work that had been completed, 

including the installation of the sound proof doors at the rear of the property.  
He asserted that they continue to work to find noise leaks and that they had 
addressed 85 – 90% of the noise issues.  He stated that the establishment 
is operating under a Temporary Certificate of Occupancy (TCO) and that 
he expected a Certificate of Occupancy (CO) within 30 to 45 days.  The 
Board directed the applicant to come back to the August 28 meeting for 
another progress report and continued the modification/revocation hearing.   

 
August 28, 2012: The contractor gave an update on the status of the work being done.  He 

stated that the skylight soundproofing work was completed and that the 
elevator shaft work was done, except for the installation of equipment and 
elevator doors. He said that the work should be completed within 35 days 
contingent upon the City’s final inspection. Legal counsel was asked why 
there were still 2 unpaid fines.  He stated that he was in talks with the City 
attorney’s office regarding those fines.  The Board directed the applicant to 
come back to the October 30 meeting for another progress report and 
continued the modification hearing. 

 
October 30, 2012: A seventh noise violation was issued for loud music on October 13, 2012.  

At the board meeting the contractor and counsel explained that an elevator 
shaft was inadvertently left open that night allowing noise to escape into 
the immediate neighborhood.  According to the applicant the shaft was 
sealed immediately, which addressed the noise issue.  The Board voted to 
suspend the entertainment provision of the CUP for 24 hours beginning 
November 1, 2012 at 12:01 PM and directed the applicant to come back at 
the November 28 meeting for another progress report. 

 
November 28, 2012:  A settlement agreement was reached between the applicant and the City 

Attorney’s office through the Special Master for seven valid noise cases.  
The agreement stipulates that in conjunction with the monetary penalties a 
30-day suspension of the BTR must be imposed if there is another 
adjudicated violation.  Furthermore, the establishment was deemed a 
“Habitual Offender” and financial penalties were imposed. Counsel for the 
applicant stated that the applicant has complied with everything the Board 
has asked it to do. The Board directed the applicant to come back to the 
December 18 meeting for another progress report and the continuation of 
the modification/revocation hearing. 

 
December 18, 2012: The applicant at the time and counsel stated that they were expecting final 

approval of the plans for the elevator shaft from the Building Department.  
No additional violations had been issued.  The Board directed the applicant 
to come back to the February 26, 2013 meeting for another progress report 
and the continuation of the modification/revocation hearing. 

 
February 26, 2013: The applicant at the time went before the Board to request a change of 

name from Bamboo Group, Inc to Paris Theater, LLC, which was approved.  
The applicant was also before the Board for a progress report and the 
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continuation of a modification/revocation hearing.  The Board directed the 
applicant to come back for another progress report and the continuation of 
the modification/revocation hearing at the May 28, 2013 meeting. 

 
May 28, 2013: The applicant at the time went before the Board for a progress report and 

the continuation of the modification/revocation hearing.  The Board directed 
the applicant to cure all outstanding violations and come back to the August 
27, 2013 meeting for a Progress Report and the continuation of the 
modification/revocation hearing.   

 
August 27, 2013: The progress report and revocation/modification hearing were concluded. 
 
December 15, 2014:  The applicant at the time appeared before the Board to modify the 

previously issued Modified CUP in order to change the name of the owner 
and operator from from The Paris Theater, LLC, to Variety Paris, LLC. 

 
June 23, 2020  The Planning Board approved modifications to the previously approved 

Conditional Use Permit for a neighborhood impact establishment 
with entertainment to provide for substantial changes to the 
operations, including the addition of dance floors, as well as a 
change to the ownership and operator. 

 
PROGRESS REPORT 
As mentioned in the background section of this report, on June 23, 2020, the Planning Board 
approved a modification to the Conditional Use Permit for the Paris Theater, located at 550 
Washington Avenue.  The approved CUP contains the following condition: 
 
1. The Planning Board shall maintain jurisdiction of this Modified Conditional Use Permit. The 

applicant shall be required to appear before the Planning Board for a progress report within 
90 days following the issuance of the BTR. The Board reserves the right to modify the 
Conditional Use approval at the time of a Progress Report in a non-substantive manner, to 
impose additional conditions to address possible problems and to determine the timing and 
need for future progress reports.  This Conditional Use is also subject to modification or 
revocation under City Code Sec. 118-194 (c). 

 
On January 23, 2023, sound testing took place at the establishment with Planning Staff present.  
On January 26, 2023, a Certificate of Use (CU22-3864) was issued to the establishment and on 
January 31, 2023, the establishment was issued a Business Tax Receipt (BTR 013440-01-2023) 
for the operation of a restaurant serving alcohol with dance and entertainment, until 5:00 a.m.    
 
This progress report is for compliance with condition 1 of the approved CUP, which requires that 
there be a progress report within 90 days following the issuance of a BTR.   
 
STAFF ANALYSIS 
There are no open violations as of the writing of this progress report.  Since the establishment 
was issued a BTR, there were four noise complaints made due to loud music between February 
10th and February 19th, however no violations were observed by the Code Compliance officers. 
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Additionally, the applicant has indicated that they would like to replace the ownership entity – 550 
LANDLORD, LLC with the operator entity 550 WASHINGTON, LLC.  The applicant has indicated 
that the ownership is the same for both entities so there is no substantive difference.  Since 
condition 1 indicates that “The Board reserves the right to modify the Conditional Use approval at 
the time of a Progress Report in a non-substantive manner,” staff has no objection to the proposed 
modification.   
 
Given that there have been no violations or recent code complaints, staff recommends that the 
Planning Board approve the modification of the ownership entity and that the progress report be 
concluded.  Staff will continue to monitor the operation and should issues arise in the future, staff 
can issue a cure letter and call the applicant back to the Planning Board for a progress report. 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that the Planning Board discuss the conditions of the CUP, approve the 
modification of the ownership entity from 550 LANDLORD, LLC with the operator entity 550 
WAHSINGTON, LLC, and conclude the progress report.     
 
 


















