
Sec. 32-78. - Connection to public water supply and public sewer disposal in abutting streets and 
easements required; periodic review and reports. 


(a)  All premises used or intended for human habitation or occupancy including, but not limited to, 
establishments to be used for household, domestic, food processing, food handling, restaurant, dairy 
or bottling processors, public buildings and places of assembly or other establishments where a 
water supply is or may be used for human consumption or where human wastes may be disposed of, 
and which abuts a water main owned by a water utility, or a sewage main owned by a sewage utility, 
shall be connected to the said water and/or sewer main in such manner as to meet the requirements 
of the Florida Building Code and the Miami-Dade County Public Works Manual. A water or sewer 
main shall be deemed to abut a building or premises if it is located in a street or easement adjoining 
the land on which the building is located and if it traverses one (1) full dimension of the building. 


(b)  Where a premises is abutted by two water mains, either one of which the premises can validly be 
connected to in compliance with the Florida Building Code and the Miami-Dade County Public Works 
Manual, and the premises is currently connected to the water main located in the rear of the 
premises, the Miami-Dade Water and Sewer Department may require such premises to connect to a 
water main owned by the Department which abuts the front of the property and to which such 
premises may validly be connected, at no cost to the property owner. The Department shall be 
responsible for all costs of disconnection of the water main abutting the rear of the premises and 
connection to the water main abutting the front of the premises. An owner of a premises who has 
previously paid a water connection fee to the Department shall not be required to pay an additional 
water connection fee if the premises was connected to a different water main pursuant to this 
Section. 


(c)  Should the owner of a premises currently connected to a water main refuse to allow the Department 
to disconnect the premises from the water main abutting the rear of the premises and to connect the 
premises to the water main abutting the front of the premises in accordance with Section 32-78(b), 
the Department shall have the right to terminate water service to such premises, and shall incur no 
liability therefore. 


(d)  The department shall use certified plumbing contractors to disconnect the premises from the rear 
water main and to connect the premises to the front water main as provided in Section 32-78(b). 


(e)  Connection fees shall be assessed in accordance with (i) Ordinance Nos. 79-13 and 89-95, as may 
be amended from time to time, and (ii) implementing orders approved by the Board of County 
Commissioners. 


(f)  Periodic Review and Reports of Connection Fees. 


(1)   The County Mayor shall periodically review water and sewer connection fees and, if 
appropriate, make recommendations to the Board of County Commissioners for revisions to 
those requirements. The purpose of this review is to ensure that the benefits to a fee paying 
development are equitable in that the fee charged to the paying development shall not exceed a 
proportionate fair share of the costs of mitigating impacts of new developments, and that the 
procedures for administering the fees shall remain efficient. 


(2)  A financial and management report outlining expenditures and unexpended funds from water 
and sewer connection fees shall be prepared annually by the Director of the Miami-Dade 
County Water and Sewer Department and submitted to the County Mayor within 120 days of the 
end of the County's fiscal year. Within 30 days of receipt, the County Mayor or Mayor's 
designee shall place the report on an agenda for review by the Board of County 
Commissioners. 


(3)  The County Mayor or Mayor's designee shall prepare a quarterly report providing information 
regarding water and sewer connection fee collections within each commission district place the 
quarterly report on an agenda for review by the Board of County Commissioners. 


(Ord. No. 71-47, § 1, 6-1-71; Ord. No. 08-140, § 1, 12-2-08; Ord. No. 17-04, § 8, 1-24-17) 




Editor's note— Ord. No. 17-04, § 8, adopted Jan. 24, 2017, changed the title of § 32-78 from 
"Connection to public water supply and public sewer disposal in abutting streets and easements 
required" to "Connection to public water supply and public sewer disposal in abutting streets and 
easements required; periodic review and reports." 


