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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Preliminary Remarks

The present study comprises a survey of the building at 337 20th Street in Miami Beach, 
a contributing historic structure located in a district that has been both nationally and locally 
designated: the Miami Beach Architectural District (NR 1979) and the Museum Historic District 
(City of Miami Beach,1990). It is also part of the Collins Park Arts District Overlay. This report 
has been prepared by Shulman + Associates for Rüger Holding in anticipation of restoration and 
modiýcations to the building, and conversion to hotel use.

This study presents the building historically, based on available documentation and site 
veriýcation.  It includes historical imagery and the Building Card information.  A photo survey of 
current conditions is also included.
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical Analysis and Imagery
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical Outline

The project site comprises two 75’x125’ parcels, Lots 6 and 8, Block E of the Miami Beach 
Improvement Co. PB 5-7 Subdivision.   
 
Dating to 1924, a few years before the Great Miami Hurricane of 1926, the Riviera Plaza Hotel/
Apartments was designed by architect Ralph. A. Preas (R.A. Preas) for owner C.A. Fowler. The 
builder is listed as O’Neill & Orr Co. The building is a Contributing Structure both in the Miami 
Beach Architectural District (National Register, 1979) and in the Museum Historic District (City of 
Miami Beach, 1990). Originally constructed out of reinforced concrete and cement blocks as a 42-
room apartment/hotel (30 apartments and 12 hotel rooms), the building is primarily three storeys. 

During World War II the building was one of many on Miami Beach used as a Training Center 
for the U.S. Army Air Corps. It was returned to owner on July 10, 1944 and was subsequently 
reconditioned by noted architect Roy France later that year. 

Over the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s the building underwent minor renovations and repairs.In 1981 a 
portion of the decorative column and beam system above the roof parapet were removed, and in 
1982 the superstructures on the roof were removed. By the late 1980s the building fell into disuse 
and was boarded up. In 1992, it underwent interior reconýguration, creating 63 units, including 53 
apartments and 10 hotel rooms. It is currently used as a ordable housing. 

The Riviera Plaza was one of the ýrst buildings in Collins Park, with proximity to the Roney Plaza 
Casino, Roman Baths and Miami Beach Golf Course a feature of early advertisements. Early 
photos show that the building predated the paving of 20th Street. 

The building is classiýed as Mediterranean Revival, a style characterized by ñthe evocation of 
an Old World image, featuring decorative columns, arched windows, clay barrel tile roofs, rough 
stucco walls, wrought iron and spindle gates guarding picturesque courtyards” (Miami-Dade 
Preservation League). 

Original photographs of the building show balustrades, second þoor balconies, carved masonry 
brackets, faux arcaded loggias, arched and moulded entries, twin arched windows and an arcaded 
entrance loggia, as well as Mediterranean-style awnings. The Riviera Plaza is an excellent early 
example of the style, with ýnely detailed, strongly representative Mediterranean Revival features 
and exhibiting an overall cohesion. 

Architect:
R.A. Preas was a Miami-based architect who specialized in Spanish-style architecture, with six 
known buildings on Miami Beach. In addition to the Riviera Plaza, others include the Van Ness 
Hotel at 1390 Ocean Drive and Habana Hotel at 1300 Drexel Avenue, in the Art Deco style; and 
the Euclid Apartments at 802 Euclid Avenue, Kew Gardens Apartments at 1619 Je erson Avenue, 
and a duplex at 935 Meridian Avenue in the Mediterranean Revival style.     



�T�h�e� �R�i�v�i�e�r�a� �P�l�a�z�a� 
�3�3�7� �2�0�t�h� �S�t�r�e�e�t� 

�M�i�a�m�i� �B�e�a�c�h�,� �F�l�o�r�i�d�a� 

�e�n� 

� � 

� � � � � � 
�|� �a� 
�4� � � � �o�r� �R�i�p�e�i�e� �F�a�q�u� 

� � � � � � � 

� � 

� � 

� � � � �&� 
�S

�H
�E

�R
�I�

D
�A

�N
� 

�A�
V�.

� 

� � 
� � 

�M�i�a�n� �B�e�a�c�n� �C�o�r�r� �E� �C�O�U�N�T�R�Y� �C�i�v� 

�a�p� �0� �e�l� � � � 

� � � � 

� � 
�P

�a
�t�

e�
 

�
q
�
n
�
 � � � 

� � � � � � 

�S�c�a�l�e� �1�0�0� �F�t�.� �t�o� �O�n�e� �I�n�c�h�.� 

� � �
O

�
 

�b
�e

� 

�C�a�s�s� �y� �1�0� �S�a�r� �H�a�n� �S�e� � � 
� � 

�S�a�n�b�o�r�n� �m�a�p�,� �1�9�2�1� 

�P�a�g�e� �6� �J�a�n�u�a�r�y� �1�0�,� �2�0�2�3� 
�S�h�u�l�m�a�n� �+� �A�s�s�o�c�i�a�t�e�s

January 10, 2023
Shulman + Associates

Page 6

The Riviera Plaza 
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Sanborn map, 1921
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The Riviera Plaza 
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Sanborn map, 1947
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photographs dated 1/2/1925, Matlack Collection at HistoryMiami Museum
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photograph dated 5/14/1925, Matlack Collection at HistoryMiami Museum
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photograph dated 6/7/1929, Matlack Collection at HistoryMiami Museum

Historical photograph dated 1936, Miami News Collection at HistoryMiami Museum
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photograph, undated. Miami News Collection at HistoryMiami Museum

Historical photograph dated 1988, City of Miami Beach DRB 1377
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photographs, 1990s Courtesy Robert Saland (prior Owner)
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photographs, 1990s. Courtesy Robert Saland (prior Owner)
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historical photographs, undated. Courtesy Robert Saland (prior Owner)
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Florida Postcard Collection at University of Miami Special Collections
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Newberry Library
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Newberry Library
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Curt Teich Postcard Archives at the Newberry Library
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Miami Beach in Vintage Postcards book
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Historic postcard, Curt Teich Collection.
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Newspaper clipping dated November 21, 1924, Miami Herald 
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Newspaper clipping dated November 25, 1925, Miami Herald 
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Riviera Plaza
337 20th Street

Miami Beach, Florida

Newspaper Clipping dated February 28, 1926, Miami Herald 
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