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Members of the committee, who noted that they 
were stepping into a territory that has no 
precedent within Philadelphia or the 
nation—i.e. deeming a mobster's house 
historic—said the case was simply not strong 
enough for them to recommend historical 
designation to the historical committee.

Angelo Bruno House 
Doesn’t Pass Muster with 
Historical Committee
The advisory committee said the mafia mobster isn’t a 
person of significance





City of Miami Beach Eligibility Criteria



Federal Eligibility Criteria



FEDERAL GUIDELINES

“These criteria are standards by 
which every property that is 
nominated to the National 
Register.”



FEDERAL GUIDELINES

SIGNIFICANT PERSONS

“Persons ‘significant in our past’ refers 
to individuals whose activities are 
demonstrably important within a 
local, State, or national historic 
context.” (14)



FEDERAL GUIDELINES

DISTINCTIVE CHARACTERISTICS

“‘Distinctive characteristics’ are the 
physical features or traits that 
commonly recur in individual types, 
periods, or methods of construction. 

To be eligible, a property must clearly 
contain enough of those characteristics 
to be considered a true 
representative of a particular type, 
period, or method of construction.”



1. WAS AL CAPONE A “SIGNIFICANT PERSON”
IN MIAMI BEACH HISTORY?

• Part-time resident for two years between 1929-1931

• Returned in March 1940; he was partially paralyzed and his brain was 
rotted by neurosyphilis.

• “Al is nutty as a fruitcacke”

• “Functionally a 12-year-old”

• Not “demonstrably important” to the history of Miami Beach.



2. IS THIS A “TRUE REPRESENTATIVE” OF 
MEDITERRANEAN REVIVAL?



2. IS THIS A “TRUE REPRESENTATIVE” OF 
MEDITERRANEAN REVIVAL?



Example of Mediterranean Revival Style Decorative columns

Arched windows

Clay barrel tile roofs

Rough stucco walls

Wrought iron & spindle gates 

Bell towers

Scrolled or tile parapet walls 

Archways

Porches

Awnings

Balconies

Carved stonework

Articulated door surrounds 

Spanish Baroque decorative 

motifs



93 Palm Avenue Decorative columns

Arched windows

Clay barrel tile roofs

Rough stucco walls

Wrought iron & spindle gates 

Bell towers

Scrolled or tile parapet walls 

Archways

Porches

Awnings

Balconies

Carved stonework

Articulated door surrounds 

Spanish Baroque decorative 

motifs



EXCERPTS FROM DESIGNATION REPORT

• “Unremarkable” (19)

• “Not a noteworthy example of the Mediterranean Revival Style.” (19) 

• “Lack of architectural merit.” (19)

• “Lacks the architectural detailing, massing, and proportioning characteristic of 
this celebrated style.” (19)

• “Lacks the detailing and ornamentation of the more noteworthy examples of 
this style.” (15) 



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
• Barely visible from the public right-of-way



VIEW FROM PUBLIC RIGHT-OF-WAY



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
• Main home is barely visible from the right-of-way

• No architect of record

• Structure is extremely vulnerable to sea level rise

• HPB must consider whether the buildings comply with sea level rise and 
resiliency review criteria in Chapter 133 of the City Code

• “[N]ew habitable floor area is required to be constructed at a minimum of 
10.0’ NGVD, approximately 3’-6’ above the current first floor level.” (19)



King Tide Video



CONCLUSION
• 93 Palm does not meet the eligibility criteria for historic designation

• Not associated with a “significant person” in the City’s history

• Not a “true representative” or “embodiment” of the Mediterranean Revival Style

• 93 Palm is not consistent with City’s sea level rise policies

• 93 Palm cannot be designated historic under the eligibility criteria set 
forth in the City Code
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