THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

COLLINS AVENUE LOBBY:
LEFT: CIRCA 1950's VIEW (20)

RIGHT: 2021 VIEW (24)
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ARCHITECTS
MELVIN GROSSMAN ARCHITECT

Melvin Grossman (1914-2003) worked with architect
Albert Anis in 1950 and was also a protégé of the
architect Morris Lapidus, prior to forming his own
architecture firm. All three collaborated on the
Nautilus Hotel (now the Riande, 1825 Collins Ave.) in
1950 and a year later on the Biltmore Terrace hotel,

prior to collaborating on the Dilido Hotel.

Grossman and Lapidus partnered in designing the
DiLido Hotel in 1953. Influenced by both Anis and
Lapidus, Grossman would go on to design the
Seville hotel in 1955, the 593-room Deauville in
1957, and the Doral Beach hotel. He also exported
the MiMo style in designing the original Caesar’s
Palace in Las Vegas and the Acapulco Princess Hotel

in Mexico.

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS

Acapulco Princess Hotel

Algiers Hotel w/ Henry Hohauser & Morris Lapidus
Americana Hotel, Bal Harbour (Demolished)

Biltmore Terrace Hotel
w/Albert Anis & Morris Lapidus (Demolished)

Caesar’s Palace Hotel, Las Vegas

Deauville Hotel, Miami Beach 1957
DiLido Hotel with Morris Lapidus, Miami Beach
Doral Beach Hotel

Doral Country Club

Imperial House - 5255 Collins Avenue 1963
International Inn, Miami Beach 1956
King Cole Condominium, Miami Beach1961
Nautilus Hotel, Miami Beach 1950
Seville Hotel, Miami Beach 1955
5600 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF INTERNET SEARCH FOR
N GROSSMAN ARCHITECT
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MORRIS LAPIDUS ARCHITECT (1902-2001)

was born in Russia and emigrated to New York as a child. He graduated
from Columbia University and began working in New York City as a re-
tail designer. His storefronts were noted for their innovative shapes,

curving forms and receding show windows to draw in shoppers.

He first visited Miami Beach in 1929 on his honeymoon and then re-
turned after World War Il to design hotels’. His first major project was
the interior of the Sans Souci Hotel, with additional interior work on the
Algiers, Nautilus, DiLido and Biltmore Terrace Hotels.

In 1954 Lapidus was retained to design an entirely new hotel on the site
of the former Firestone estate on the ocean. The Fontainebleau Hotel
was destined to become one of Miami Beach’s most famous hotels. His
designs were initially panned by the architecture critics as being overly
decorative, yet the public loved the fantasy environments Lapidus creat-
ed.

In 1955 Lapidus designed the Eden Roc Hotel next door to the
Fontainebleau. This began a famous battle between the owners of both
properties. In 1958 the Fontainebleau constructed a new high-rise
North Tower designed by A. Herbert Mathes with a blank wall facing the
Eden Roc property, blocking the sun from the Eden Roc pool. This new
North Tower became nicknamed as the 'Spite Wall.’

Lapidus became one of Miami Beach’s most well known and respected
architects. The titles of two of his books summarize his approach to
design; “The Architecture of Joy” and “Too Much is Never Enough.”
REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS

Algiers Hotel, Miami Beach

Americana Hotel, Bal Harbour (demolished)

Aruba Caribbean Hotel, Aruba

Biltmore Terrace aka Dezerland Hotel, Miami Beach

Crystal House, Miami Beach

Daniel Tower Hotel, Israel

Eden Roc Hotel, Miami Beach

Fontainebleau Hotel, Miami BEach

International Inn, Washington D.C.

Lincoln Road Pedestrian Mall, Miami Beach (upper middle photo) (24)
Sans Souci Hotel, Miami Beach with Roy France Architect

Saxony Hotel, Miami Beach

Seacoast Towers, Miami Beach

Shelborne Hotel - West Tower (top photo) (24)

Summit Hotel, New York, New York. 1962

Temple Menorah, Miami Beach (lower middle photo) (24)

Trelawny Hotel, Jamaica

PHOTO LEFT: MORRIS LAPIDUS AT THE FONTAINEBLEAU HOTEL
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NICHOLS BROSCH WURST WOLFE &
ASSOCIATES ARCHITECTS

“Founded in 1967, NBWW has been involved in the design and plan-
ning of more than five billion dollars in new construction and renova-
tions encompassing more than 40,000 hotel rooms. The firm is interna-
tionally recognized for its architectural design and planning of luxury
hotels and resorts, luxury spas, multi-family residential, mixed-use cen-
ters, and high-end office building and retail projects throughout the
United States, Mexico, South and Central America, the Caribbean, and
the Bahamas.” (23)

“The firm is most known for its restoration and redesign of many of Mi-
ami’s most legendary historic properties. Over the decades, the NBWW
has been tasked with polishing some of the finest and most iconic
buildings in Miami Beach into marvelous gems, including the restora-
tion of the Morris Lapidus-designed Fontainebleau, Eden Roc, Loews,
and the Ritz-Carlton Dilido South Beach).” (23)

“Most recently, NBWW served as the architect for the restoration and

design of the newly-opened lan Schrager hotel - The EDITION Miami
Beach, formerly the 1950’ Seville Hotel, in addition to the Opal Sands
Resort on Clearwater Beach, FL” (23)

REPRESENTATIVE PROJECTS
Angler's Hotel, Miami Beach

Auberge Beach Residences on the site of the former Ireland’s Inn,
Fort Lauderdale (top photo)

Diplomat Resort and Convention Center, Hollywood
Edition aka Seville Hotel, Miami Beach

J W Marriott Tampa

JW Marriott Miami Turnberry Resort & Spa, Aventura
Loews Miami Beach Hotel, Miami Beach (middle photo)

Metropolitan Miami 2 mixed use project consisting of offices,
retail / restaurant plus two luxury hotels, Downtown Miami

Miami Worldcenter block E, Downtown Miami
Miami Riverside Center, Downtown Miami

Ritz Carlton DiLido Hotel, Miami Beach

W South Beach Hotel, Miami Beach (lower photo)

Weston Rhode Island, Providence, RO 1450 Brickell, Miami

PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY OF NBWW WEBSITE
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DiLiDO HOTEL BUILDING CARD
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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TOWN & COUNTRY CABANA CLUB - BUILDING CARD
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL
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1953 ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS

PARTIAL FIRST FLOOR PLAN SHOWING THE ORIGINAL INTERCONNECTED LOBBIES WITH A DETAILED LOOK AT THE COLLINS AVENUE LIOBBY.
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PARTIAL FIRST FLOOR PLAN SHOWING THE ORIGINAL COLLINS AVENUE LIOBBY.
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PARTIAL WEST ELEVATION FACING COLLINS AVENUE
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PARTIAL SOUTH ELEVATION
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PARTIAL FIRST FLOOR PLAN SHOWING THE NIGHTCLUB WITH DANCE FLOOR
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2002 ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

SITE PLAN
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

DEMOLITION PLAN (HATCHED AREA WAS DEMOLISHED)
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

GROUND FLOOR PLAN
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PARTIAL UPPER FLOOR PLAN
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

REFLECTED CEILING PLAN AT BALLROOM
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

FLOOR PLAN AT THIRD LEVEL WITH BALLROOMS
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

EXISTING WEST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

EXISTING EAST AND NORTH ELEVATIONS
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PROPOSED AND CONSTRUCTED WEST AND SOUTH ELEVATIONS
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

PROPOSED AND CONSTRUCTED ESST AND NORTH ELEVATIONS
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THE RITZ CARLTON DiLiDO HOTEL

DETAILED ELEVATIONS
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