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42 Star Island Drive – 2014 Historic Designation Decision
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Demolition of Structures:
Miami-Dade County and City of Miami

• Miami-Dade County –
• There are no special requirements to obtain a demolition permit for a single-

family home.

• City of Miami –
• Generally speaking, no third-party review or other requirements are

necessary to obtain a demolition permit for a single-family home.

• However, applications for a demolition permit of a single-family home
located in Coconut Grove require a Waiver (notice to neighbor and
homeowner associations and administrative approval required) and are
subject to review by Planning Department.
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Demolition of Structures:
Coral Gables

• Prior to issuance of demolition permit for a single-family home,
plans are subject to review by the City Architect or Development
Review Official.

• For properties located in the North Ponce Neighborhood
Conservation District Overlay, permits for demolition of structures
constructed prior to 1964 must be approved by the Historic
Preservation officer or designee.
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Demolition of Structures:
Miami Beach and Palm Beach
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• Miami Beach –
• For homes constructed prior to 1942, the Design Review Board (DRB) must

issue design review approval to replace the existing pre-1942 home.
However, DRB has no authority to prohibit the demolition of the existing
home.

• Palm Beach –
• Approval from either the Architectural Commission or the Landmark

Preservation Commission is required prior to the issuance of a complete or
major demolition permit of a single-family home.



Miami Beach Historic Designation Criteria
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Current Conditions

7



Existing Structure is Beneath BFE Plus Minimum Freeboard

• Existing elevation = 6.5’

• Florida Building Code First Floor
Structural Requirement = 10.0’ (BFE
plus one foot minimum freeboard).
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Boundary Survey provided by American Services of Miami, Corp.



Original and Existing Construction
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 Born January 17, 1899 in Brooklyn, New 

York

 Began associating with youth street 

gangs at a young age, was later a 

member of Five Points gang

 Worked as a bouncer / bartender for 

Frankie Yale at about age 18

 Acquired his famous scars in an 

altercation in 1918

 Moved to Chicago to escape “heat”

Alphonse ‘Al’ Capone
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Nationwide ProhibitionNationwide ProhibitionNationwide ProhibitionNationwide Prohibition

January 17, 1920 –

December 5, 1933
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Chicago during Prohibition

“A real goddamn crazy place!  Nobody’s safe in the 

streets.” -- Charles “Lucky” Luciano

Gangland murder capital – 729 gangland-style 

murders in Cook County  between 1919 and 1933

-- Chicago Crime Commission

City’s reputation was in tatters; people did not want to invest or visit; 

insurance rates climbed; corrupt police and elected officials  

By 1930, Capone and other mobsters seen not only as bad for Chicago’s 

reputation but also as bad for business
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''The history of Mr. Capone in Chicago is one of murders,

extortion, corruption and prostitution. He represented the worst

in American life.‘’

-- A representative of U.S. Representative Charles Hayes, (D.-IL)

“Capone House Landmark Status Fought”

Public Law 101-45 (H.R. 2402) - Dire Emergency Supplemental Appropriations and 

Transfers, Urgent Supplementals, and Correcting Enrollment Errors Act of 1989 

(Title II, Chapter III)

SBC. 301. None of the funds available to the Department of the Interior may be used to 

place on the National Register of Historic Places the Al Capone House at 7244 South 

Prairie Avenue, Chicago, Illinois.
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Four Deuces

2222 S. Wabash Street, Chicago

Hawthorne Hotel

4835 W. 22nd Street, Cicero

Torrio-Capone Headquarters

2146 S. Michigan Avenue, 

Chicago

SMC Cartage Garage

2125 N. Clark Street, Chicago
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Miami during the Drug Wars of the 1980s

“We’re Murder City, U.S.A.”

-- Miami News, 3/17/1981

Illegal drugs pouring in;  crime skyrocketing

City’s reputation in tatters; corruption of police

Cartel and drug wars bad for reputation and also bad for business

Tourism and economy down; people did not want to 

invest 
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Conclusion
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