
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

1

FLOODING FROM STORMWATER GRATES
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Conditions 
and 

Observations

On October 2015, the City initiated a pilot program for 
inlet grates. Two types of grates were chosen from two 
different vendors, Stop Ocean Pollution and EcoSense. 

Seven Stop Ocean Pollution and nine EcoSense grates 
were installed along Ocean Drive from 5th Street to 12th

Street. 

Shortly after installation, a rain event caused flooding 
on Ocean Drive due to debris clogging the grates. A 
similar situation was observed at all locations where 
grates were installed.

Flooding from Stormwater Grates
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Stop Ocean Pollution Grates EcoSense Grates

Two Types of Grates Installed
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Installation Locations on Ocean Drive
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Actions
Taken

Daily cleaning of the grates was required along with routine 

inspections during rain events to clear clogs. 

The City received numerous phone calls, service requests, and 

other complaints regarding the ineffectiveness of the grates 

during the short time they were installed.

Stop Ocean Pollution representatives advised Public Works 

staff that grates may have been installed incorrectly, therefore 

contributing to the problem. The issue continued after 

adjustments were made by Stop Ocean Pollution 

representatives. 

Flooding from Stormwater Grates
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Figure 1: Pictures (above) taken after street sweepers passed by drains.

Flooding from Stormwater Grates, 8th Street



PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

7
<< 7 >>

10/15/19

Figure 2: Stop Ocean Pollution Grates clogged with trash and debris do not look aesthetically pleasing in 
between cleanings.

Flooding from Stormwater Grates, 8th Street
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Figure 3: Grates clog and backup water into the street.

Flooding from Stormwater Grates, Ocean Drive
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Figure 4: EcoSense grates are better for stopping larger items but need to be cleaned frequently by street sweepers.

Flooding from Stormwater Grates

Flooding from Stormwater Grates, Ocean Drive
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EcoSense grates are better for stopping larger items but need to be cleaned frequently by street sweepers.
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EcoSense grates are better for stopping larger items but need to be cleaned frequently by street sweepers.
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EcoSense grates, flooding from stormwater grates
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EcoSense grates are better for stopping larger items but need to be cleaned frequently by street sweepers.
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EcoSense grates, flooding from stormwater grates
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EcoSense grates, flooding from stormwater grates
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EcoSense grates are better for stopping larger items but need to be cleaned frequently by street sweepers.
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Outcome

City staff determined these stormwater grates were 

not a good fit for the City.  

Flooding from Stormwater Grates

The process is extremely labor intensive. The daily inspections 

cleaning of the city’s 4100 storm inlets is cost prohibitive. Less 

impact to collect the trash at the pump stations collection 

systems
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