
May 10, 2021 

 

VIA ELECTRONIC SUMBITTAL  

 

Thomas Mooney, Planning Director 

Planning Department 

City of Miami Beach  

1700 Convention Center Drive 

Miami Beach, Florida 33139 

 

Re: Modification to Conditional Use Permit PB File No. 2035 to 

Reflect Change in Operator for the Property at 1211 Marseille 

Drive, Miami Beach         

 

Dear Tom: 

 

This law firm represents Miami Hebrew Activity Center, LLC 

(the "Applicant") lessor of the property at 1211 Marseille Drive in 

City of Miami Beach (the “City”) and further identified by Folio No. 

02-3210-012-0080 (the “Property”). The Applicant intends to take 

over operations of the existing day care center at the Property and 

relocate Gan Katan, an already successful day care center.  In order 

to do so, the Applicant must modify Planning Board (“PB”) File No. 

2035 to reflect that the Applicant is the now the operator of the 

day care center.  

 

Proposed Establishment. Gan Katan’s mission is to create a 

loving learn-through-play based environment for their students. 

Gan Katan recognizes the power of play and its ability to foster 

proper social and emotional development, as well as the 

educational opportunities it presents. The curriculum is structured 

to provide children with a core base of knowledge that will serve 

as a foundation for their continued learning. 

At Gan Katan, every student is treated as a unique individual 

and the goal is provide an environment where each child is given 

the opportunity to flourish in his or her own way and at their own 

pace. Blended learning groups are utilized to increase 

opportunities to engage in proper social behavior and to allow for 

Gan Katan’s staff to give each student the attention they need to 

flourish.  
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The team behind Gan Katan is Kathy Horowitz and Sharon Eichberg. Kathy has been 

working in with pre-school children in classrooms and in synagogues for over 20 years. In 2011, 

she founded and co-directed Gan Katan in the City at 7055 Bonita Drive. Sharon has a master’s 

degree in Psychology with a concentration in Mental Health Counseling and has been a pre-

school teacher for almost 17 years. Sharon joined Gan Katan back in 2013. Together, they have 

successfully guided hundreds of students to the next phase of their educational journey and 

have made Gan Katan one of the City’s premiere pre-schools.  

 

 

Request. In 2011, the PB approved conditional use permit to operate a day care center of 

approximately 214 children at the Property (the “Approval”). Condition No. 2 of the Approval 

states that any subsequent manager or owner is required to go before the PB and affirm their 

understanding of all conditions listed in the Approval and to obtain a Modification to the 

Approval. See Exhibit A, PB File 2035. As such, the Applicant hereby requests that the Approval 

be modified to reflect that the Applicant is the operator.  

 

The Applicant has thoroughly reviewed the Approval and affirms that Gan Katan will 

comply with all conditions of the Approval to ensure safe operation of the new day care center. 

The Applicant will comply with all licensing requirements of the State of Florida, Miami-Dade 

County and the City prior to the issuance of a Modified Certificate of Use or Business Tax Receipt. 

The maximum number of students will remain 214 and a request for a “substantial increase” as 

defined in the Approval shall be subject to approval by this Board. The hours of operation will 

remain 6:30 AM to 6:30 PM, except for the administrative staff who may work later as needed 

and in cases of emergency. The Applicant will submit modifications of exterior signs to staff for 

approval and any exterior modification will be submitted to the Design Review Board under a 

separate application. The front yard will remain green space, the plant hedge and ground cover 

materials along the existing fence at the rear of the Property will be maintained and parking will 

remain as detailed in the Approval. Further, staff will supervise drop-off and pick-up to ensure 

safety and proper traffic circulation. 

 

Conclusion. Kathy and Sharon are excited to bring Gan Katan to this new Property. After 

over a year of stagnation due to the COVID-19 pandemic, children are finally able to return to school 

to play and learn with others—a crucial factor for their socialization and development. The City is 

finally in a position to approve projects such as Gan Katan that will bring children back to the fun, safe 

and loving classroom where they may flourish. The Applicant understands and affirms the Gan Katan 

team will comply with all conditions set forth in the Approval. Based on the foregoing, Applicant 

respectfully requests that its request to modify the Approval be granted. Thank you for your 

consideration. 
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Sincerely, 

 
Michael J. Marrero 

 

 

Enclosures 

cc: Cecilia Torres-Toledo, Esq. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Exhibit A








