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MIAMI-DADE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS

PitchlIt! offers essay contest for M-DCPS
students to promote news literacy

BY DAVID BROTHERS
dbrothers@miamiherald.com

M-DCPS middle schools
and high schools are in-
vited to participate in
“PitchIt!” — an essay con-
test designed to address the
problems of disinformation
campaigns. Students are
being asked to write an
essay of 500 to 1,000
words about a local, nation-
al or international story
that would’ve benefited
from literacy skills being
applied to stop misinforma-
tion from being spread.

The contest comes from
the News Literacy Project,
a nonpartisan national

education nonprofit, pro-
vides programs and re-
sources for educators and
the public to teach, leam
and share the abilities
needed to be smart, active
consumers of news and
information and equal and
engaged participants in a
democracy.

“We're very pleased to
be working with Miami-
Dade County Public
Schools to encourage stu-
dents to use their voices as
a catalyst for positive
change in our communi-
ties,” said Monica Valdes,
NLP’s Miami Newslit Na-
tion ambassador.

“Our learning goals for
this contest include helping

students analyze different
types of misinformation
and showcasing their abil-
ity to think critically about
what is and is not verifiable
information,” Valdes said.
“When we fail to teach
news literacy, we actively
disempower students from
being engaged members of
their communities. That's
why we hope students and
teachers from across the
district will enter and par-
ticipate.”

Students will choose
from one of three prompts
to consider the impact the
story had and whether false
claims about it could be
debunked using reputable
and verifiable sources of

information. The prompts
include explaining how the
First Amendment protects
freedom of the press; how
citizens can fact-check
well-known figures; and
why sharing reliable in-
formation is a civic
responsibility.

The three middle school
winners and three high
school winners will be able
to share their essay ideas
with the “Pitchit!” judges,
including education report-
er Colleen Wright of the
Miami Herald and Jessica
Bakeman of WLRN, South
Florida’s NPR member
station. The judges will
choose the idea that would
have best prevented misin-
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The contest comes from the News Literacy Project, a
nonpartisan national education nonprofit, provides
programs and resources for educators and the public to
teach, learn and share the abilities needed to be smart,
active consumers of news and information and equal and
engaged participants in a democracy.

formation from being
spread. The winning stu-
dent and teacher will each
receive $100. Second-place
finishers will receive $50
and third-place winners
will be awarded $25.

The deadline for entries
has been extended to 5
p.m. on May 15. Winners
will be chosen the week of

May 24. Schools should
submit their top two win-
ning essays per grade band
via email to: Ms. Monica
Valdes, Miami Newslit
Ambassador, mdvaldes@
dadeschools.net

For more information, go
to: https://newslit.org/
updates/news-literacy-
essay-contest/

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF NORTH MIAMI

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG)
HOME INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIPS PROGRAM (HOME)
FY 2021-2022 ANNUAL ACTION PLAN SUMMARY

30-DAY COMMENTING PERIOD
MAY 6, 2021 - JUNE 7, 2021
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CITY OF MIAMI BEACH

COMMISSION WORKSHOP ON BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN SAFETY
MAY 24, 2021 AT 1:00 P.M.

NOTICE |S HEREBY glven the Mayor and Comm|ssloners ot the City ot Mlam| Beach wilt hold a City Commisslon Warkshaop
on May 24, 2021 at 1:00 p.m. to discuss blcycle and pedestrian safety.

live on Mlaml Beach TV (MBTV). viewable on the City's website at
as well as on Allantic Broadband Cable channel 660, ATAT U-verse channel

The City of North Mlaml has been notified that it will receive a total of $1,089,029 In federal funds comptised of a Community Developmenl
Block Grant {*CDBG") allocation of $788,498 and a HOME Investment Parinerships ("HOME®) grant allocation of $300,531 for FY 2021-2022.
Funds will be used to develop stronger communities by providing decent housing, creating suifable fiving environment, and expanding economlc
opportunities, principally for people of low- to moderate-incomes. The Annual Action Plan sets priorities among the needs identified in the S-year
approved Consolidated Plan and sets out the plan for use of the funds on a yearly basis. The Plan will be submitted to the U.S. Department of
HousIng and Urban Development {"HUD") on or betore Augus! 15, 2021. The projected use of lunds are provided below:

99, Hotwire Communications channe! 395, and ROKU device on PEG.TV channel. Ciosed captioning displays ot the audlo
portlon ot the Commisslon Workshop is avallable In English and Spanish on MBTV. The Commission Workshop will also be
broadcast live on soclal medla at facebook, Closed dispfays of the audlo portion of the
Commlsslon Workshop Is avallable in English on Facebook.

Submitting writtan publlc cammant befora the Commisslon Workshap:

The publlc may submil written comments by eending an email to &
lo the Mayor and Commissloners and will be Inciuded as a part of the meeting record.

Emails received will be forwarded

A dratt copy of the City's Annual Action Plan wil be avaliable 1o the public for 30-day commenting perlod beglnning May 6, 202|
thru June 7, 2021 at the Houslng and Social Services Department Salellite Office (3753 NW 7th Avenue, North Miaml, FL 33168 and the
North Mlaml City Hall located at 776 NE 1251h Street North Mlaml, FL 33i61. You can also view the dratt online by clicking here and Individuals
wishing to comment on the plan may submit written comments via emall o housIngZnorthmlamifi gov.

1| CDBG Program Adminlsiration $141.930.00 Providing spaken public durlng the I
2 | COBG Housing Rehabllltation Program $423,293.00 To participate or provide during the G i o p, the public may joln the weblnar at:
3 COBG Public Services - Non-profit Community Based Organizallons & YOB Program $118,275.00 zoom, or via tel at: 1.301.715.8592 (U.S.) or 888.475.4499 (Toll Fres).
) COBG Elderly Emergency Repalrs $80,000,00 Weblnar |0: 81392857671%. Members of the pubtic wanting to spcak on an item during the meeting, must click the “ralse hand”
icon if using the Zoom app or press *9 on the lelephone to ralse thelr hand.
5 CDBG Emergency Tenant-Based Rental $0.00 = i ifhal } " ired), int " \
0 request this material In alternate tormat, slgn ianguage Interpreter (five-day notice required). information on access for
6 | CDBG Public Facllltles (Capital Project} $25.000.00 pereons with dl ies, and/or any to review any or partlcipate in any city-sponsored proceedings,
f/ CDBG Economic Development $0.00 call 305.604.2489 and select 1 for English or 2 tor Spanish, then option €; TTY users may cail via 711 (Florlda Relay Service).
CDAG Total $748,498.00 Members ol the publlc may present audlo/visual (AV) materlals relaling to Agenda ltems at City Commlission Workshops
8 HOME Program Admlalstration $30,053.00 by utllizing tha Clly's AV equlpment, provided thai materiats are 1o the ot it and
Communications by 8:30 a.m., one (1) business day prior to the meeting. Advance submittal ot a preseniation will allow the
T ] o =
U (JHEME Hodsiie {GHOOY SeEuslAg $45.080.00 C Department to plan tor the use ot the appropriale AV equipment. AV materials must be submitted via email at
10 | HOME Flrst-time Homebuyer Program $100,000.00 . The body of the emall must Inciude a notation listing the name or group, contact person,
1" HOME Single-Famity Rehablitation Program $95,398.00 daytime telephone number, emall address, descriptlon/title ot the presentatlon, and Agenda Item Title as weil as the Agenda
12 | HOME Tenant-Based Rental Assistance Program $20,000.00 Item Number. Please reference “Audio/Visuat Materlal” In the emalf subject line. tormats tor
are.pdl,.ppt,.pptx,.pPs,.pPsX, wmv,.avl, and.mov. {Note that.pdl is the preferred tormat for PowerPolnt presentations.)
HOME Totsl| 300,531.00
TOTAL CD8G & HOME FUNDS $1,089,029.00 Rafael E. Granado, City Clerk
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