
1427 Alton Road
Board of Adjustment

March 5, 2021 Meeting
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Application Summary

• Request: Variance from 1,200-foot spacing requirement applicable to pharmacy stores to 
permit Care Resource to operate an accessory pharmacy 164 feet from the existing CVS at 1421 
Alton Road

• Community Support: The Flamingo Park Neighborhood Association (FPNA) issued a 
Resolution in Support of the request

• Voluntary Proffers: 

• The Applicant shall not dispense marijuana or marijuana products from the pharmacy 
permitted by this variance. 
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Care Resource Community Health Centers

• Serve as health care safety net for over 1.5 
million low-income, uninsured, and 
underinsured in Miami-Dade County

• Approximately 12,000 patients visits by 3,100 
patients in 2020

• Approximately 2,200 patients reside in Miami 
Beach

• City-designated community partner in 
furthering LGBT health and equality

Existing Care Resource FQHC at 1680 Michigan Avenue
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Definitions

• 340B Program: a federal government program under which pharmaceutical
manufacturers provide outpatient medications to covered entities at significantly
reduced prices

• Covered Entity: certain hospitals and federally funded health care providers that are
eligible to receive discounted medications under the 340B Program

• Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC): community-based health care provider
that is a type of covered entity.

• Contract Pharmacy: pharmacy, such as Walgreens or CVS, that dispenses 340B
medications on behalf of a FQHC

• In-house Accessory Pharmacy: licensed pharmacy operated by a Covered Entity
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Care Resource – 340B Program

• 340B revenues represent 80% of funds 
available for Care Resource

• In 2018, certain manufacturers abruptly 
began withholding 340B discounted 
medications from FQHCs without In-house 
Accessory Pharmacies

• Loss of 340B revenues would be 
catastrophic to Care Resource and patients

Manufacturers provide FQHC 
with discounted medications

FQHC provides discounted 
medications to patients, 

including insured patients

Insurers reimburse FQHCs at 
negotiated rate and FQHCs keep 
the profit difference (as intended)

340B Program – How it 
works  
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Issue: Pharmaceutical manufacturers 
abruptly withhold 340B discounted 
medications from FQHCs without In-
house Accessory Pharmacies

Solution: Care Resource needs an 
In-house Accessory Pharmacy 
associated with FQHC at 1680 
Michigan Avenue

Issue: Pharmacies prohibited at 
1680 Michigan Avenue location

Solution: Seek approval for an In-
house Accessory Pharmacy in nearest 
possible permitted location

Summary of Issues
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Property Location – 1427 Alton Road
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Variance Request

1) Variance from 1,200 foot spacing
requirement applicable to pharmacy stores
under Section 142-1502(b)(5) of the Code to
permit a proposed accessory pharmacy
approximately 164 feet from existing CVS
pharmacy at 1421 Alton Road

Proposed Accessory Pharmacy

CVS Pharmacy
1421 Alton Road
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Hardship Criteria

• The existing CVS at 1421 Alton Road within 1,200 feet of all properties in Sub-Area 2 is a 
unique condition peculiar to the property involved

• The need for an In-house Accessory Pharmacy results from pharmaceutical manufacturers 
and not from any action of the applicant

• The variance does not confer any special privilege because the proposed Care Resource 
pharmacy is only intended to serve Care Resource patients

• Literal interpretation of the Code deprives Care Resource of the ability to open an In-
house Accessory Pharmacy, which threatens Care Resources’ existence

• The variance is minimal, as the proposed accessory pharmacy will only serve Care 
Resource patients 

• Granting the variance is consistent with the intent of the spacing requirement as there is 
no unreasonable concentration of pharmacies in the area
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Proposed In-house Accessory Pharmacy

• Proposed pharmacy located ½ mile from 
existing clinic at 1680 Michigan Avenue

• Medications will be provided primarily by 
delivery to the existing clinic or directly to 
the patients’ preferred delivery address

• No signage or advertising proposed

• No dispensing of marijuana or marijuana 
products

• No alcohol or retail products

Care Resource Pharmacy 
Operations

Existing Care Resource FQHC
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Proposed Size: 776 square feet
Maximum Permitted: 7,500 square feet

Proposed Floor Plan

Waiting Area Back of House
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Voluntary Proffer

Proposed Condition of Approval: 

The Applicant shall not dispense marijuana or marijuana products
from the pharmacy permitted by this variance.
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200 S. Biscayne Boulevard

Suite 300, Miami, FL 33131

www.brzoninglaw.com

305.374.5300 office

305.377.6222 fax

Info@brzoninglaw.com

Thank You

Team available for 
Questions
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