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947 WASHINGTON AVENUE

ARCHITECT:  KIEHNEL & ELLIOT
YEAR BUILT: 1942
DESIGNATION:  HISTORIC
LEVELS: 1

FOLIO: 02-3234-008-1410

LOT SIZE: 6,500 SQUARE FEET
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947 WASHINGTON AVENUE
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As illustrated in these photographs from the early 1970's it
can be seen that these store fronts have undergone many
transformations with over-abundant signage through the

years.

TOP PHOTO: 1971 VIEW OF 947 WASHINGTON AVENUE (4)
LOWER PHOTO: 1971 VIEW OF 955 (LEFT) AND 947 WASHINGTON
AVENUE (RIGHT) (4)




947 WASHINGTON AVENUE

TOP PHOTO: 2016 VIEW OF 947 WASHINGTON AVENUE (3)

LOWER PHOTO: ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATIONS (5)

This is a 1-story commercial building in the
Art Deco style built in 1942. The structural
system consists of stucco on concrete
block. The foundations are noted on the
Building Card as spread footing, Also
noted is the flat roof with parapet walls.
Windows are fixed aluminum replacement
windows.

The diagonally scored concrete above the
1 % ] storefronts is shown as being original in
PSS the original architectural drawings below.

'BLOCK
5 e |
.-{:f e - S = s 7 " B H
— | OF , A The 4" x 4" ceramic tiles at the knee-wall

are not original to the building.
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947 WASHINGTON AVENUE

1989 PHOTOGRAPH from the CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING DEPARTMENT's HISTORIC PROPERTY DATABASE
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947 WASHINGTON AVENUE

2016 PHOTOGRAPH (3)
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955 WASHINGTON AVENUE
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955 WASHINGTON AVENUE

ARCHITECT: ROBERTSON & PETERSON
YEAR BUILT: 1936

DESIGNATION: HISTORIC

LEVELS: 1

FOLIO: 02-3234-008-1420

LOT SIZE: 6,500 square feet

2016 PHOTOGRAPH ABOVE (3) & CIRCA
1970 HISTORIC PHOTOGRAPH BELOW (4)




955 WASHINGTON AVENUE

1971 PHOTOGRAPH OF 955 WASHINGTON AVENUE (4)

According to the original architectural drawings, this one story retail structure
was originally designed and constructed in 1936 as an ensemble of two build-
ings: 955 & 999 Washington Avenue. They were designed in a complementary
retail style - one design that stretched over two buildings.

This concept had earlier been achieved in different designs by the same Archi-
tects for portions of the 600 block of Washington Avenue. These buildings were
completed for the same developer - J. C. DeVine Properties - who was the pro-
lific developer who had also completed much of the 600 block of Washington.
The 999 building once had a mezzanine which was removed according to the
Building Card.

In a 1977 note in the Building Card for 955 - 999 Washington Avenue it states
that the City of Mlami Beach Board of Adjustment approved the request by the
then Owner of the building, Howard N. Galbut to construct an additional 2,515
sg. ft. to an existing building.

This is followed in the Building Card by this brief one line note: "#89596 -
Manuel Vazquez - remodel interior and exterior - $110,000 - 5-11-78"

These notes and the higher costs quoted infer that the brick cladding was likely

added as the ‘exterior remodel’ to the corner structure at 999 Washington in
1978.
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ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL ELEVATIONS (5):
955 WASHINGTON AVENUE ABOVE
999 WASHINGTON AVENUE BELOW

955 WASHINGTON AVENUE
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955 WASHINGTON AVENUE

TOP: 2016 PHOTOGRAPH OF REAR (EAST) ELEVATION (3)

BELOW: ORIGINAL ARCHITECTURAL REAR (EAST) ELEVATION (4)

According to the Building Card this storefront was originally shown as 955 - 999 Washington Avenue for the use of a res-
taurant and 3 stores. In 1987 it is noted that the existing 3-store building at 955 Washington building was to be reno-
vated into one drug store - at a cost of $145,000.00. This would have been the Lee Ann Pharmacy which is still located
there.

‘The restaurant was along the corner of 10th street and the storefronts were along Washington Avenue. The storefronts
were one story and the restaurant had a ground floor and rear mezzanine.’ (5)

‘In 1942, Farmfood Cafeteria, Farr Tours, and Western Union occupied the structure. During this time the U.S military
leased the property of Farmfood Cafeteria for use by the 500,000 trainees of World War Il that occupied Miami Beach.
The property served as a mess hall from 1942 to 1944." (5)

‘After the war the restaurant was again renamed and became the Times Square Cafeteria. In the 1960's the cafeteria be-

came the Kosher Meat Market. In 1962, the front facade of the corner structure was bricked over. The building under-
went extensive alterations in 1978 and 1987 before part of it was converted to a drugstore.” (5)
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1971 PHOTOGRAPHS of
955 - 947 WASHINGTON AVENUE (4)

Washington Avenue has always been
the commercial shopping district for
the local population in South Beach.
Through the decades its ethnic
flavors and cultures may change yet

at its heart this has always been the

~ central Main Street of South Beach.



955 WASHINGTON AVENUE

This storefront retail and space was
designed by the Architects Robert-
son & Patterson - who had success-
fully completed the storefronts at
657 - 685 Washington Avenue.

By varying the setbacks of building
mass back from the property line,
the Architects created interesting
pedestrian cityscapes.  This had
been especially true of the original
999 Washington Avenue building.

This 1-story commercial building in
the Art Deco style was built in
1936. The structural system is con-
crete block stucco. Exterior walls
are stucco over concrete and con-
crete block. The building has a com-
posite roof. Windows are replace-
ment aluminum fixed.

The (current) primary (non-historic)
entryway is a double glass door
centered and recessed on the west
elevation. The side walls at the en-
tryway angle into the door. The
knee-wall on the entire elevation
contains 4" x 4" ceramic tiles .” (5)

The black and white tiles are not
original to the building. The wavy
lighting at the parapet is also not
original.  The single entrance to
one store is also not original, since
the building originally contained
three separate retail stores.

2016 PHOTOGRAPH of 955 WASHINGTON AVENUE
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955 WASHINGTON AVENUE

2016 PHOTOGRAPHS of PARAPET DETAIL AT 955 WASHINGTON AVENUE (3)
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955 WASHINGTON AVENUE

-
_ .
T e

Above1989 PHOTOGRAPH from the CITY OF MIAMI BEACH PLANNING DEPARTMENT's HISTORIC PROPERTIES DATABASE
Note that this photo shows the double-crenelated parapet top pre-installation of the non-historic wave neon lights.

See 2015 detail photographs on following page.
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