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Miami adopts new program
for complaints against cops

| For non-criminal complaints against offi

15, a new

program would allow cops and citizens to discuss
incidents with the help of 2 mediator.

BY CHARLES RABIN

tion isn't even required.
Under 2 program called
C

In hopes of restoring
strained relations between
law enforcement and the
public, Miami police and
its civilian oversight panel
have agreed to voluntary
mediation for officers re-
ceiving non-criminal com-
plaints like discourtesy or
bias profiling.

Consider it mediation
light.

Unlike regular media-
tion, which can often result
in stiff penalties, suspen-
sions or other discipline,
these talks are likely to
result in a written agree-
ment — perhaps evena
handshake or hug between
cops and the people who
file complaints against
them. The goal, according
to the agreement an-
nounced on Thursday
outside City Hall, is for the
parties to listen to cach
other and understand what
led to the

Police Media-
tion Program, the parties
can bring whatever in-
formation they feel is
relevant to the meeting.
And the three parties —
the officer, the person who
filed the complaint, and
the mediator — will work
together to try to deter-
mine a resolution every-
one is happy with.

Fraternal Order of Po-
lice President Tommy
Reyes said the plan actual-
ly predates the social un-
rest that has rocked the
<ountry since George
Floyd's death by about a
year. Reyes said he was
approached by Assistant
CIP Director Rodney Ja-
cobs in early 2019 with the
plan, which closely models
one that has worked well
in New Orleans for the
past five years. Civilian
Investigative Panel

"It's a good idea,” said
Reyes. “It will help the

now instead be passed
along to trained mediators.

Miami will be the first
city in Florida to install the
med:ation process and one
of the first in the country.
The expectation is that the
Civilian Investigative Pa-
nel will hire about six
mediators at first and that
50 or more cases will be
dealt with a year. Media-
tors will be trained by the
oversight board and police
and will be paid a stipend
for each case. The CIP and
Internal Affairs will deter-
mine which cases will be
chosen.

There's also a major
carrot stick for any officers
who may initially be wary
of sitting opposite some-
one who files a complaint
about conduct: Agreeing to
mediation guarantees that
the case won't be investi-
gated by Intemmal Affairs.

“By signing the agree-
ment, the complaint will
be dropped,” said Reyes.

Assistant Miami Police
Chief Cherise Gause said
the surveillance video-
captured case of University
of Miami Dr. Armen

“It strikes a balance
between protecting our
officers and also protecting
the public,” Miami Mayor
Francis Suarez said. “We
want to create friendships
and non-adversarial dis-
putes.”

Because the goal is com-
munication over punish-
ment, the rules of evidence
inlegal mediation will not
apply. The proceedings
also will be voluntary,
confidential, and a resolu-

us
and us to understand them
alittle beuer.”

The goal of the new
mediation process is two-
fold: the hope that it will
bring police and the com-
munity closer together,
and also lessen the work-
load of the police oversight
group and the police de-
partment’s internal affairs
investigators. Both spend
hundreds of hours a year
investigating dozens of
minor complaints that will

k being taken
into custody by a Miami
police sergeant at the doc-
tor's home would have
been the ideal incident to
highlight the new program.

Said Assistant Police
Chief Ron Papier: “At the
end of the day, most peo-
ple who file a complaint
Just want to have their
voice heard.”

Charles Rabin:
305-376-3672,
@chuckrabin
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ORDINANCE AMENOING THE BOUNDARIES OF THE SLOW SPEED, MINIMUM
WAKE ZONE IN THE AREA OF THE MIAMI BEACH MARINA
OCTOBER 14, 2020 CITY COMMISSION MEETING
The Octaber 14, 2020 City of Miami Beach Commission Meeting wall be held i the Commission Chamber, Third

Floor, City Hah, t700 Canvention Center Drive, Miamn Beach, Florida, Membets of the public wanting 1o partiupate
virtualy may ﬂn 50 Via videa conlerenang. To partcipale of mnwﬂe ummzms irtwally, the pubkic may join the City

Ielephone fo raise thel hand.

The Betader 14 Thirg Floor, Gty Hal,
Center Drive, Miami Beaen, Florida, Togartidgaic
o aly, ine. ua00m,
et 1,92, 4

Wity soedk en 3n hem Awing he Oy Conmission Meetng, must chick th *ralse Rand”kon s he 260 220 0 B *8 00 he

591 azs Srornd Readine Pl e

ot Miami Beach, Floriea, on Octeber 14, 2020 a1 te following times, ¢ as s00n tseaftes as e mases can be beare:

7M1 HOTELS ABUTTING LIWCOLN LAYE SOUTH - COVPREHENSIVE PLAM ANENDVENTS A1 QRDIVANEE OF THE MAYOR
AND CITY COMMISSION OF THE CILY OF WAV BEACH, FLORICA, AMENDING THE RESILIENT LAND USE AND DEVELOPMENT
ELEMENT OF THE £ PLANOF tHE Of (FLORIDA, G GOAL ALU 1, ENTITLEQ “LAYD
USE.” BY AVENDING OBUECTIVE RLU 1.1, “ESTABUSHVENT OF FUTURE LAND USE CATEGORIES,” 5Y AVENDING POLICY RLU
1.5, ENTITLEQ “LOW DENSITY NULTI FAMILY RESIDENTIAL [RY1)" TO MODFY THE ALLOWABLE USES FOR PROPERTIES
ASUTIIG UINCOLN LANE SOUTH BETWEEH DREXEL AVEME AND LENOK AVERUE: AND FROVIDING FOR REPEALER,
SEVERABKITY, CODIFICATIO, ANO AN EFFECTIVE DATE. /hs (rdtrance s 02 hadnd i 17 Secicn 118 165 o! ine Ciy's
Lara Beveisprmani (e I &5 iy be Quacisd 1o the Pnsng Dspartmsrt a* 205 672 7556
S025a Sscrnd frathes Public Heurioa.

AM-1 HOTELS ABUTTING LINCOLN LASE SOUTH- LA oF

THE C11Y OF MIAY] BEACH. FRORIDA AMENDING THE CODE OF TE CITY OF MIAM BEACH, FLORIOA, BY mmm CHAPIER
142, ENTUILED 20NN OISTRICTS AND REGULATIONS ™ ARTICLE ¥, ENTITLED "DISTRICT REGULATIONS,  DIVISION 3, ENTITLED
“RESIDENTIAL MULTIFANILY DISTRICTS,” SUBDIVISIDN , ENTITLED “ANb1 RESIDENTIAL MULTIFAVALY LOW INTEHSITY,
SECTION 142:152, ENTITLED "MAIN PERMITIED AND PROKIBITED USES.” 1D AMEND THE FERMITTED USES FOR PROPERTEES
ABUTIING LINCOLN LASE SOUTH, BETWEEN DREXEL AVENUE AND LEHDK AVENUE; AND AMENDING CHAPIER 130, ENTIILED
~OPFSTREET PARKING.” ARIICLE 1l ‘DISTRICIS: REQUIREMENTS,” SECIIDN 130:32, “DFFSTREET PARKING REDUIREMENTS
FOR PARKING BISTAICT KD, 1;" 10 AMEND THE OFF-STREEL PARKING REQUIREMENIS FOR HOTEL UNI1S ABUTTIRG LINCOLN
LANE SOUTH BE TWEEX DREXEL AVENUE AND LENDX AVEHLIE: ANO PROVIDING FOR REFEALER, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION
AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 75 (vainanoe & £8%9 Neard pursuan? 19 Sezten 113-164 of 103 Oty's Land Cemlogment Coge
nq s hay be dueciad 19 ine Planewny Deparimend ot 335 613 1557

to take part in this

by serdig 3n emad te: Lindizik@miamibeachlacy
Agerea tiem Number i the emai sutject e, Emaly
a5 part ofthe meedng record.
Cagies of Agenda Kems are avaltke fr
Thisreeing oray y andwnder such
Pursuant fa Secticn 266.0105, Pa. Stat e Ciy hesety 3o bythe
Tty Comemission whth tesoeci to 4my maites w:r—eum'rmumnmuxa pesson st encure that 3 verbadm recard of
ks made, the aopeal s o k¢ based. This norice does nel
consiuiz conserl by the Oy for the inrodaction or admizmion of aherwise inaderissithe o lrelevart evidence, nor dees f authwre
chaberges or aopeals hat eerwise ablowed by kivw.
Ta recuest ths matelat b altemate format, sign anguape imerpecles . letmation wn
isatubes, ar4jor any accommodaien io teview ary cocument or partidpaie in any Citysporsored proce ecings, ¢l 1055042488
ardseiect 1 for English or 2 for Spanish, e optian 6: 17 users may cafla 11 (Firida Relay Serviel.
Te Gity Commisaion Mettg wil bt broacas! ive on Miami Beach TV (MBTY), wewabic on Uic City's websie 3t hilpss/fwwew,
mamiceachiLgevigovernment/meiv], 33 wel 35 o0 Alandc Broactand Catle channel 660, A1AT thverse chamdl 99, Hatwhe

nySoammeatt:datm:(?‘ykmmumuuwﬂmlwdryw
My ang

[ ot via lelephone at: 1.929.205.6039 {US)
or 831.475.4499 (Tod Free). The Webanar ID isc 870659952124, Membets ol the public wanting to virtually speak on
anitem during the City Carrmission Meedng, musl dlick the “raise hand" ico it using the 2o0m app o1 press 9 on the
telephone 10 1aise Uheir hand,
ROTICE {8 HERERY GIVER that the fokawing Second Reading/Pubkic Hearing will be heard by the Mayor and Gy
Commissianers ot the City of Miarmi Beach, Florida, on Octaber 14, 2020 at the toliowing times, of as soon thereatier
asthe matter can beheard:

’ ] o
AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYDR AND THE CITY TUECITY OF |, FLORIDA, AMENDING
CHAPTER 66 OF THE CODE DF THE CITY OF MIAWI BEACH, ENTITLED "MARINE STRUCTURES, FACILITIES,
AND VESSELS," BY AMENDING ARTICLE )|, ENTITLED *RESTRICTED WAKE 20NES.” BY AMENDING SECTION
6643 ENTITLED “RESTRICTED AREAS,” 8Y AVENDING SUBSECTIONS {B) AND (C) THEREOF TO AMEND THE
BOUNDARIES OF THE SLOW SPEED, MINMUM WAKE 20NE IN THE AREA OF THE MIAMI BEACH MARINA: AND
PROVIDING FOR REPEALER, SEVERABILITY, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. "hs Oramance & berg
heatd pursuant to Saciian 2 G5 of ihe City Charter a7d §166 041 1S inquenes may bs duecieg to ihe [mamament
270 Sustainavidy Depariment ai 305573 7084
INTERESTED PARTIES are Invited 1o lake part in this meeting ot be represented by an agenl The public may
submh written comments by sending an email to: QitvClerk@miamibeachgqy by 5:00 pm. the day before the
Chy Cemmisslon Meeting. Please ldenufy the Agenda liem Number In the emai subject fine. Emalls received wik be.
Torwarded to the Mayor and Commissiontts ard will be Incluced as a past of 1he meeding recerd.

Coples of Agenda liems are avaiable for public Insoection at
acendanchivemairpace-2/, This meeting, or any item tharein, may
additional tegal ngiice need not be provided.

Pursuant 10 Secticn 285.0105, Fla. Stat, the City hereby advises the public thal if a person decides 10 appeal
any dedsion made ty the City Commission with respect to any mailer considered a1 s meeting o its hearing,
such person must ensure that @ verbatim record of the proceecings is made, which record Indudes the testimony
and evidence upon which the appeal is tc te based. This nctice does nct constitute consent by the Cay fer the
introduction o+ admission of otherwise inadmissible of Jirelevant evidence, ncr does it authorize chalenges of
appeals nct otherwise allowed by law.

To request 1his material In altemate format, sign language Interpreler {five-day notice requkied), lnformation o
access lot persons wilh elsabilles, andfor any accommodation 10 review any document of participate in any
City-sponsored proceedings, cail 305.604.24B9 and select 1 for Erghish or 2 tos Spanish, then eption 6: TTY users
may caBvia 711 {Florlda Relay Service).

The City Commission Meeting will be broadcasi five on Mlam) Beach TV {MBTV), viewable on the City's website
a as well as on Atlantic Broacband Cable channel 650, AT&T
Uaese channel 99, Hotwite Communicailons channel 335, and ROKU device on PEG.TV channel, and on social
media a1

d, and urder such ci tances,
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