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IRVING I. KARP 

Entrepreneur & Decorated War Veteran 
 
On any given day through the 1960s and 70s, 
Irving and Ruth Karp could be found at this exact 
location working in the business they founded in 
1960, Carnival Fruit Co. What started as a retail 
produce store with a single 1.5-ton pickup truck 
grew to a fleet of more than 70 trucks that 
distributed produce wholesale across South 
Florida and in the Caribbean, and their successful 
produce company stood as a community staple 
for decades. 
 
Irving Karp fought in World War II, serving as a 
staff sergeant in the 69th Infantry Division, earning 
a purple heart.  He is remembered as a caring 
family man, and for his entrepreneurial spirit and 
success along with his philanthropic support in 
our community. 
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