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Ferry service fares to start at $3, Beach told

By KYLEA HENSE]

Anew affordable ferry service
could soon offer commuter tran-
sit between Miami and Miami
Beach as a way to mitigate
traffic congestion between the
two cities.

“Poseidon (Ll¢),” CEO Jona-
than Silva told the Miami Beach
Marine and Waterfront Protec-
tion Authority on Tuesday, “is a
waterborne transportation ser-
vice. We've been working with
Miami-Dade County, the City
of Miami Beach and the City of
Miami to offer (transportation)
services from Miami to Miami
Beach.”

The proposed project, he said,
will reduce traffic by introducing
ferry services as a way to get
from place-to-place in the county
at low public-transportation
prices. One-way fares, he said,
will begin at $3.

According to Poseidon’s
website, the first proposed route
would run from the Miami River
Bay Walk in Miami to the Bent-
ley Bay Mari Miami Bcdch
with 16 departures from Mial
Beach each day, Mr. Silva said,
and the Catamaran boat would
usually be docked for about 15
minutes each hour to let pas-
sengers load and unload.

While the vessel’s capacity is
130, he said, this will be halved
during Covid-19. Original pro-
Jections were 15-20 passengers
per trip, leaving plenty of room
for social distancing.

Poseidon, Mr. Silva said, is
100% privately funded and will
notask the city or county forany
subsidies.

The proposal has received
mixed reviews among residents
of the Bentley Bay condomini-
ums, he continued, but Poseidon
is happy to work with these
residents to ensure they have
VIP access to services, includ-
mgpnomy boarding privileges.

“We’re trying to coexist with
our neighbors,” he said, “(and)
make sure that they are consider-
ing the ferry services as more of
an amenity than a hindrance.”

One concern Mr. Silva said
could be addressed was the
possibility of noise complaints.
The company, he said, would be
happy to come up with signage
and protocols directing pas-
sengers out of the marina and
toward city bt Notably, he
continued, service is set to stop
at9:30 atnight, and the frequent
runs and commuter nature of the
ferry make it unlikely the large
crowds of passengers will be
offboarding by the buildings.

“Every municipality has been
encouraging the county to de-
ploy waterborne transportation
services as a commuter service
using Biscayne Bay,” said Irene
Hegedus, chief of the Miami-
Dade County Department of
Transportation and Public
Works. “It’s amazing that we've
found a partner that’s able to
offer the service for

previous reporting, Miami-Dade
County has explored traffic miti-
gation and waterborne transit
for years.

“The infrastructure question
is longstanding, remarked on in
numerous county studies dating
as farback as 2003, an October
2019article stated. One possible
barrier to this method of trans-
portation, it said, is simply the
lack of ports in Miami Beach.

AtaMarch Miami Beach com-
mission meeting last year, a city
official in the transportation de-
partment told the protection au-
thority, aresolution was adopted
“directing the administration to
pursue traffic mitigation strate-
gies.” Afew yearsago, he contin-

ued, a pilot program of a similar
ferry service was launched but

‘Every municipality
has been encouraging the
counly to (va’uy waler-
borne transportation

services as a commuler
service using Biscayne
Bay."
Irene Hegedus

failed to bc

due to

“This is the first time that
we are able to make something
happen that would be areal com-
muter service,” he sa
goal is to improve mobility any
way we can, and we have a great
opportunity now.”

John Lee, the chair of the
authority, asked Mr. Silva if
all appropriate permits had al-
ready been obtained. Mr. Silva
replied that they were still in
this process, and that Poseidon’s
ing team was working

only $3 one way, which is very
similar to what we are charging
right now for buses.”

“As the signature bridge gets
built and 395 gets reconstruct-
ed,” she continued, “the traffic
will be a nightmare between
Miami and Miami Beach.”

According to Miami Today’s

diligently.

A second member of the au-
thority asked how there could be
assurances that, once Covid-19
is gone, the ferry service would
notchange from its original plan
and offer “party boat™ services
or raise fares.

“We're keeping our prices in

line with current multi-modal
connectivity,” Mr. Silva re-
plied. While safe capacity will
be allowed to increase after
Covid-19, he continued, with
the high frequency of boat trips
planned the projected occupancy
willstill probably be only a frac-
tion of the maximum,

An carly plan before Co-
vid-19, he said, had involved
offering cruises Friday and
Saturday nights that would leave
from the Hyatt downtown and
not Miami Beach. The reason-
ing, he said, was to provide ad-
ditional revenue to support the
service and allow it to operate
at rates as low as $3.

Once Poseidon has all neces-
sary permits, Mr. Lee said, the
authority could address it again
and consider approval.

Package of sister seaports, airports

By JESSE SCHEC

One of Miami-Dade’s longest
serving lawmakers wants to
strengthen the county’s trade and
tourism ties in Latin America
through a package of sister city,
seaport and airport agreements
with seven countries.

Commissionerstoday (9/10) are
to vote preliminarily on a resolu-
tion by Javier Souto that would
direct Mayor Carlos Giménez's
office to negotiate and execute the
agreements.

Existing agreements have re-
sulted in “great benefits in trade,
tourism, coopcrallon and un-

" said the

The county website says the
sister city program “promotes
citizen diplomacy, international
cultural understanding and trade
and commerce by receiving for-
eign missions, leading missions
to partner communities abroad
and developing local projects that
foster interest in world affairs.”

Mr. Souto’s item further directs
county staff to seek sister seaport
agreements with the ports of
Manaus; Asuncion, Paraguay;
Pucallpa, Peru; Paranagua, Bra-
zil; Porto Velho, Brazil; Corumd,
Brazil; Puerto Rosario, A

Javier Souto seeks stronger ties.

Guayaquil, Ecuador; and Leticia
Colombia Cruise Port, Colombia.

whichistentatively scheduled fora
final vote Oct. 6 and would require
the mayor toreport within 60 days
on the status of the agreements.

The item calls for a new sister
city agreement with Manaus,
Brazil. Ifapproved, it would mark
the county’s 30th active sister city
agreement and its second with
Brazil (the other being Sao Paolo),
online records show.

“The program has developed
innovative projects, further inter-
national cooperation and under-
standing between the county and
our respective sister cities and
helped to promote the county’s
position as the Gateway to the
Americas,” said a memo from the
office of Mr. Souto, who has rep-
resented the county’s 10th district
uninterrupted since 1993.

F ’s website lists 88
sister ports across Africa, Asia,
Europe, South Americaand North
America.

The non-binding sister seaport
agreements, which Miami-Dade
commissioners created in 1998,
“provide collaborating seaports
with the opportunity to exchange
information pertaining to port

operations, statistics [and] infra-
structure developments, among

on runway

region of Spain called Galicia for
direct passengerand cargoservice,
MIA spokesman Greg Chin said
by email.

In the late 1980s, about half a
decade after Miami-Dade com-
missioners founded the county’s
sister cities program, MIA entered
into a sister airport agreement
and technical assistance pmgram
with Las Americas

River Landing
shops to open
one after other

By ABRAHAM GALYAN

Battling through the pandemic,
River Landing Shops & Residences
is set to open with a select number
of retailes

Consisting of retail, residential
and office space, the waterfront
mixed-use developmentat 1400NE
NorthRiver Dr. planstoopen Hobby
Lobby and Burlington Stores this
week. Publix Super Marketistoopen
Sept. 17, Chase Bank on Sept. 21,
Five Below on Sept. 28, and AT&T
on Oct. 1, with Ross Dress for Less
and Planet Fitness later this fall.

Developers have created a live-
work-play urban lifestyle center,
helping unlock the city’s riverfront
cultureasitwill featurea landscaped
riverwalk, greenspace, culture
events, and boat docks for both
residents and visitors, said Andrew
l|el|mg,cr, Urban-X Group’s prin-
ipal.

“You will never have the need
to leave the property. You can buy
your groceries from Publix, shop
and have various restaurants to
choose from,” he said. “Over the
nextmonths, retailers will open with
different schedules and policies due
topandemic. It'smoreofastaggering
of the opening of stores, which was
something we didn’t plan for, but
we are making it work.”

The opening of its first group of
tenants represents the next phase for
the $452 million, 8.14-acre mixed-
useproject. Thesiteconsistsofabout
345,000 square feet of retail/com-
‘mercialspace, 135,000square feetof
offices, 528 market-ratcapartments,
more than 2,000 parking spaces
and the 25-foot-wide riverwalk. A
25,500-square-foot restaurantspace
can be divided into seven concept
restaurants.

“I believe there’s something for
everybody in this property, but we
are attracting a lot of health profes-
sionals looking to lease and those
whodon’twanttodriveincongested
areas of downtown and Brickell,”
Mr. Hellingersaidof River Landing,
which is near the Health District,
with units available for occupancy
in October. The apartments will be
operated and leased by Lantower

o,

Airport in Santo Domingo, Do-
minican Republic, so that the
county could provide “technical
assistance to their fire depart-

includ- ment,” he said.
ing jointmarketing, cybersecurity ~ Between then and now, he con-
tinued, th dintoad-

and disaster
“During Covid-19, we’'ve
participated in webinars, online
events and association forums
hich fPort-

ditional sister airport agreements
with VC Bird International Airport
in Antigua and Barbuda; Jorge

Miami’s sister seaports,” she said.

The resolution also calls for
sister airport agreements between
Miami International Airport
(MIA) and Manaus Inlcmalmnal
Airport, Afonso

Chavez Airport in
Lima, Peru; Haitian International
Airport Systemin Port-Au-Prince,
Haiti; and South Region and
Guarulhos International Airport
in Sao Paolo.

The 200 with Brazil

Airport and Cesaar Bombonato
Airport in Brazil; Coronel Fap

planted the first seeds for what
last year became Compra Fora,

other topics,” F i spokes-

person Andria Muniz-Amador

said by email. “These accords

create a platform for the sharing

of experience while fostering the
f d

Francisco Secada

Airport and Asuncion Silvio Pet-
tirossi International Airport in
Peru; Islas Malvinas International

a cargo p arrange-
ment MIA inked with its largest
Latin American trade partner that
shortens the delivery window for

by Brazil-

Airport in A ; and

o loping lrade

I Airport in Bolivia.

and ¢

between the sngnalory entities.”
Prior to the pandemic, she said,

the agreements led PortMiami to

Those would join
several existing ones and two
others MIA is now working to
establish with Asuncion, Para-

guay, and th

Wi

ian consumers from months and
weeks to mere days.

Mr. Chin said: “Today, MIA is
the only airport in the US allowed
topre-clear cargo withthe govern-
ment of Brazil.”

a idiary of H&R.

The multi-use development was

initially bought back in 2011 and

closedin2014. Constructionofover

the$400milliondevelopmentbroke

ground in 2016 and now, it’s ready

to be experienced by the public,

Mr. Hellinger said. “We built a city

within a city ... it's a rebirth of the
submarket of the city.”
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