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Miami Beach Flood Category NOAA

Flood Category

Definition Alerts Examples

Standing Water 

(Miami Beach)

None Minor puddle or standing water that doesn’t 

present a risk to pedestrians, property owners or 

vehicular traffic.

• No Alerts needed • Minor puddle on the street or sidewalk

• The water doesn’t overtop roads

• Water drains reasonably fast

• No affected infrastructure or traffic

Significant Standing Water

(Miami Beach)

None Partial roadway blockage that presents 

inconveniences to pedestrians and vehicles. 

Reasonable drainage time frame expected.

• Issue traffic alert • Water is partially blocking streets and or sidewalks

• Water drains reasonably fast

• No damaged infrastructure but inconveniences to 

pedestrians and vehicular traffic

Stormwater Flooding

(Miami Beach)

Comparable to NOAA minor and 

moderate flooding definitions

None Water that has risen and/or causing a complete 

obstruction of vehicular and pedestrian traffic on 

one or more streets in addition to impacting low-

lying properties.

• Activate approved Flood 

Awareness Messages

• Water overtopping roads/sidewalks

• Water causes complete obstruction of traffic

• Water impacts low-lying properties

• Potential damage to infrastructure

Stormwater Flooding (Miami Beach) Minor Flooding

(NOAA)

NOAA Definition: A general term indicating 

minimal or no property damage but possibly 

some public inconvenience.

• A FLOOD ADVISORY is 

issued to advise the public 

of flood events that are 

expected not to exceed 

the minor flood category.

• Water over banks and in yards

• No building flooded, but some water may be under 

buildings built on stilts (elevated)

• Personal property in low lying areas needs to be 

moved or it will get wet

• Water overtopping roads, but not very deep or fast 

flowing

Stormwater Flooding

(Miami Beach)

Moderate Flooding

(NOAA)

NOAA Definition: The inundation of secondary 

roads; transfer to higher elevation necessary to 

save property -- some evacuation may be 

required.

• A FLOOD WARNING should 

be issued if moderate 

flooding is expected 

during the event.

• Several buildings flooded with minor or moderate 

damage

• Various types of infrastructure rendered temporarily 

useless 

• Elders and those living in the lowest parts of the 

village are evacuated to higher ground

• Access to the airstrip is cut off or requires a boat

Major Flooding 

(Miami Beach)

A general term including extensive 

inundation and property damage. 

(Usually characterized by the 

evacuation of people and the closure 

of both primary and secondary roads).

Major Flooding

(NOAA)

NOAA Definition: A general term including 

extensive inundation and property damage. 

(Usually characterized by the evacuation of 

people and livestock and the closure of both 

primary and secondary roads).

• A FLOOD WARNING could 

be issued if major flooding 

is expected during the 

event.

• Many buildings flooded, some with substantial 

damage or destruction

• Infrastructure destroyed or rendered useless for an 

extended period of time

• Multiple homes are flooded or moved off 

foundations

• Everyone in threatened area is asked to evacuate

How NOAA Measures Flooding
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City Personnel Site Visits / Rain Patrol
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Egov / Call Center
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CrisisTrack
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CityWorks Dashboard – Record of Complaints
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Flooding Requests & Work Orders
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Stormwater Dashboard – 2019 Summary
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Rainfall Flooding – 1

St
Street - 0.97 inches in 1.5 hrs
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Rainfall Flooding – West Ave - 0.97 inches in 1.5 hrs
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King Tides 2019 in photos

Tides: 2.08 ft NAVD Tides: 2.08 ft NAVD Tides: 2.08 ft NAVD
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CityWorks
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Flood Mitigation Results

AFTERBEFORE Tides: 1.27 ft NAVD  10/11/11 Tides: 1.88 ft NAVD  10/15/19
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Flood Mitigation Results

BEFORE Tides: 1.27 ft NAVD  10/11/11 Tides: 1.88 ft NAVD  10/15/19AFTER
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Flood Mitigation Results

BEFORE Tides: 2.00 ft NAVD  10/29/12 Tides: 1.88 ft NAVD  10/15/19AFTER
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Flood Mitigation Results

AFTERBEFORE Tides: 1.42 ft NAVD Tides: 1.88 ft NAVD  10/15/19
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Flood Mitigation Results

BEFORE AFTER Tides: 1.88 ft NAVD  10/15/19Tides: 1.40 ft NAVD  10/17/12
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Flood Mitigation Results

AFTERBEFORE Tides: 1.27 ft NAVD  10/11/11 Tides: 1.88 ft NAVD  10/15/19
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King Tides 2019 in photos

Tides: 2.08 ft NAVD Tides: 2.08 ft NAVD



Flood Mitigation Results Dade Blvd and Purdy Ave


