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June 21, 2020 
 
Chairman and Members of the Planning Board 
c/o Michael Belush, Chief of Planning & Zoning 
City of Miami Beach 
1700 Convention Center Drive 
Miami Beach, Florida 33139 
  
Re:  Expert Letter Concerning the Application for Conditional Use approval for 

“Pink Taco” located at 1200 Ocean Drive, Miami Beach, Florida 
(Planning Board File No. 20-0345) 

  
Dear Chairman and Members of the Planning Board, 
  
I have been retained by Kent Harrison Robbins the attorney for S&M Airplane Enterprises, 
LLC, the owner of the property located at 1144 Ocean Drive, Miami Beach, Florida (the 
“Victor Hotel”) concerning the above referenced matter. 
  
I am unable to attend the meeting by Zoom at 9:00 am on Tuesday, June 23, 2020 as I 
will be on a flight all morning. 
  
I have reviewed the acoustical engineering study conducted by Acoustic Sonic Inc. 
evaluating potential sound emissions from proposed outdoor speakers to be located at 
the Pink Taco Restaurant.  I also reviewed the Peer Review of that report prepared by 
Arpeggio.  The Acoustic Sonic recommendations are insufficient for the following reasons: 
 

• They propose to limit sound from outdoor speakers to a level that would interfere 
with normal conversations on the public sidewalks, 

• They propose no limits on the indoor sound system and don’t address sound 
projected outdoors through open doors or windows. 

• They don’t address sound projection to the adjacent hotels and don’t include any 
analysis of sound propagation into the guest rooms of these hotels. 

• As mentioned in the Peer Review, they don’t include any limits on low-frequency 
music that is the most frequent cause of noise complaints and is best addressed 
with a dBC limit.  

  
Sound Sources of Concern for Pink Taco Restaurant: 
  
There are two main issues of sound that have to be addressed: 
  

• The addition of outdoor loudspeakers 
• A DJ operating indoors with doors/windows open (Section 3.a.iii in the Conditional 

Use Permit) 
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The main areas of concern are: 
  

• Nearby public sidewalks 
• Adjacent properties such as the Victor Hotel and Tides Hotel 

  
Criteria: 
  
For residences and guest rooms, the Acoustic Sonic report proposes to limit music 
sounds below the interior ambient baseline sound levels.  They measured 35 dBA and 
40 dBC inside Apartment Unit 210 but did not measure ambient sound levels inside any 
other residences or guest rooms.  These ambient levels are reasonable to use for other 
residences and guest rooms. 
  
The Arpeggio Peer Review recommends a dBC limit since most complaints are likely to 
be from low-frequency sound, and the dBC level is a good measure of low-frequency 
sound. 
  
For the public sidewalk area, sound levels should not interfere with normal 
conversations.  The Peer Review from Arpeggio gives normal voice levels at 1 m as 
58 dBA for men and 55 dBA for women.  Any music sounds above this will cause people 
to have to raise their voices. 
  
Sound Reduction through Exterior Partitions: 
  
To determine an exterior noise limit based on a criterion inside, the sound reduction 
through the partition must be determined.  At the bottom of Page 4 of the Acoustic Sonic 
report, they present a reduction of 25 dBA through the balcony doors of Unit 210 based 
on the difference in their sound measurements on the balcony and in the unit for different 
test conditions.  For low-frequency sounds, their typical measured difference from the 
balcony to within the unit was about 18 dBC. 
  
Based on the interior ambient sound levels and the reduction from outdoors to indoors in 
the Acoustic Sonic Report, an appropriate noise limit outside the residences and guest 
rooms is: 
  

• 35 dBA (interior ambient) + 25 dBA (reduction) = 60 dBA (exterior criterion) 
• 40 dBC (interior ambient) + 18 dBC (reduction) = 58 dBC (exterior criterion) 

  
Acoustic Sonic Recommendations:  
  
The only recommendation of the Acoustic Sonic report is a limiter for the exterior speakers 
set for a maximum of 70 dBA.  This is slightly louder that the column for “Speaker out 
50%” in Table 1 of their report, which has 73 dBA at the property line at Ocean Drive (Site 
1) and 72 dBA at the property line at 12th and Ocean (Site 3).  With this speaker setting, 
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• Sound levels at the property line on the sidewalks greatly exceed the levels of 
“normal conversation.” 

• Sound levels at the property line with the Victor Motel and Tides Hotel exceed the 
outdoor criteria of 60 dBA and 58 dBC based on the interior noise goals. 

  
In addition, there are no recommendations for limiting sound from the indoor 
speakers.  Only the outdoor speakers are limited.  The issue of the indoor sound system 
is not addressed at all in the Acoustic Sonic report.  For the sound measurements made 
with the inside speakers presented in the report, there isn’t even any information on 
whether the doors were open or closed. 
  
For these reasons, the Acoustic Sonic recommendations are not appropriate.  To solve 
all of the potential noise problems, the following must be addressed: 
  

• Sound levels at the sidewalk property line must be limited to below the sound levels 
of normal conversational speech (about 55 dBA). 

• dBC levels outside and inside residences and guest rooms must be limited as well 
as dBA levels. 

• Sound levels outside residences and guest rooms must result in interior sound 
levels below the interior ambient sound levels (an exterior limit of 58 dBC would 
ensure this) 

• The interior speakers must also be limited to meet the exterior dBA and dBC noise 
limits whenever doors or windows are open. 

  
Thank you for the opportunity to assist you on this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
COLLABORATION IN SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY INC.  

Arno S. Bommer, INCE.Bd.Cert.   

 


