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COLLINS AVENUE circa 1940’s (15) WITH SAGAMORE SIGN AT LEFT (16)



NEIGHBORHOOD HISTORY

COLLINS AVENUE CIRCA 1950’S (15) WITH SAGAMORE AT CENTER

ADDRESS:	 	 	 	 	 1671 COLLINS AVENUE

YEAR BUILT:   	 	 	 	 1948

ORIGINAL BUILDING ARCHITECT:   	 ALBERT ANIS

ADDITIONS + RENOVATIONS	 	 JAMES SILVERS ARCHITECT, 1998

LOBBY, PUBLIC SPACES + 	 	 ALLAN T. SHULMAN ARCHITECT, 1998 	 	 	 	 	
ROOFTOP PENTHOUSE: 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

FOLIO NUMBER:   	 	 	 	 02-3234-019-0530

In this notable view above of this block-long grouping of prominent Miami Beach hotels, only the National was de-
signed before World War II - by Roy France Architect in 1940.  All of the others were designed and constructed after the 
war - The Delano designed by Robert Swartburg Architect in 1947 - The DeLido by Igor Polevitzsky Architect in 1949 - 
and the Sagamore Hotel designed by Albert Anis Architect in 1948.

Prior to the construction of these hotels in the 1940’s...” this property was originally purchased by John H. Hanan of 
New York who built a home there in 1915.    By 1921 this residence had become the estate of Frank A. Seiberling - the 
Goodyear Tire magnate.  He co-founded the GoodYear Tire and Rubber Company of Akron, Ohio in 1898 and had been 
one of the investors in Fisher’s Lincoln Highway project.  The distinguished Beaux-Arts mansion, when finished, had a 
porch with two-story Corinthian columns facing the ocean, quoins at its edges and a stone balustrade around its pro-
ject.” (1)
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COLLINS AVENUE SKYSCRAPERS WITH THE SAGAMORE - PHOTOGRAPH by ARTHUR MARCUS

Originally the MIami Beach Golf Course extended all the way to the northern side of Lincoln Road along its eastern end.  
In the late 1930’s the zoning prohibition against development of this northern side of Lincoln Road was lifted, and this 
eastern end of the Road became transformed with new development.  This then spurred the development of adjacent 
portions of Collins Avenue towards larger and larger hotels.

“This area is highly representative of a distinct period in Miami Beach's history. The area's development pattern and archi-
tecture is reflective of its physical setting, prevalent architectural styles of the 1930's, the aspirations of its original develop-
ers, and the changing economic conditions of the nation and the local community. the area was planned and developed 
as a resort destination and was constructed within a short amount of time. As a result there is a high concentration of dis-
tinct resort architecture typical of the 1930s. The hotels from this period were clearly designed to take advantage of their 
proximity to the beach.” (6)

“Resort owners from the Catskills, whose early development pre-dated MIami Beach, expanded south in the 1930’s.  
….Unfolding in Miami Beach was a cultural phenomenon of urban life in a twentieth century American city.  For Jews, the 
resort of Miami Beach became a cultural Eden whose expression was paradoxically one of assimilation and integration 
into American life.  It was significant that Jews played all the roles in development of the city, as owners, developers, archi-
tect and patrons. In that sense MIami Beach was itself an expression of that assimilation, and its architecture and archi-
tects were the tools of its realization.“ (7)

“The evolution of Miami Beach modern pivoted on an increasingly bold and plastic use of form as ornament after 1938, 
and a gradual abstraction of building components into volumes, surfaces, patterns and lines.   Architects like Lawrence 
Murray Dixon, Henry Hohauser, Anton Skislewicz, (Igor Polevitzsky and Albert Anis) became bolder in elaborating build-
ings as component masses, highlighting precise elemental volumes that appeared timeless, universal and pure. “  (8)

The overall consistency of forms and details between all the architects of the era is remarkable. (9)
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4

MIAMI HERALD  June 20, 1948
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MIAMI DAILY NEWS January 23, 1949 courtesy MIAMI DADE PUBLIC LIBRARY,  FLORIDA ROOM,  LEDGER BOOKS



6

VIEW LOOKING WEST FROM OVER THE OCEAN..  THE REAR OF THE SAGAMORE 
CAN BE SEEN PEEKING OUT FROM BEHIND THE DiLiDO HOTEL WITH THE KIDNEY 
SHAPED POOL BY THE OCEAN’S EDGE WITH FIRST CABANA STRUCTURE NOW DE-
MOLISHED..
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  TOP PHOTO: CORNER OF LINCOLN (TO RIGHT) AND COLLINS LOOKING NORTH CIRCA 1960’S  

LOWER PHOTO: CORNER OF LINCOLN (TO RIGHT) AND COLLINS LOOKING NORTH 2016 (5)



AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS
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1941(4)

Prior to the construction fo the Sagamore this 1941 aerial 

photograph on the oceanfront shows Carl and Jane Fisher’s 

home on Miami Beach - ‘ The Shadows 1’ to the south of 

Lincoln Road at the ocean and to the north of the Road on 

the ocean is the Frank Seiberling estate - upon whose 

grounds the future DiLido and Sagamore Hotels were to 

rise. Note also that the entire block between Collins and 

Washington Avenues is still largely single family residential 

use.   
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1959(4)

By 1959 the ever expanding Convention Center is begin-

ning its seep into the adjacent residential areas.  Lincoln 

Road has been built-out,  although one sees the huge auto-

mobile parking lots situated to the rear of the Lincoln Road 

shops.
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2016



The Sagamore Hotel - Architecture
ADDRESS:	 1671 COLLINS AVENUE	 	 	 	
ARCHITECT: 	 ALBERT ANIS	 	 	 	
DATE BUILT:	 1948	 	 	 	 	 	 	
STATUS:	 HISTORIC

The Sagamore Hotel is located in the Collins Avenue / 
Ocean Drive Local Historic District and the National Regis-
ter Historic District in the City of Miami Beach.  This struc-
ture is designated as “Historic” on the Miami Beach His-
toric Properties Database File AND “Contributing” on the 
on-line Miami Beach Historic Property Viewer..

The Miami Beach Architectural District, a National Regis-
ter District, was established in 1979 through the efforts of 
the Miami Design Preservation League. The district is 
commonly referred to as the Art Deco Historic District. 
Four of the local Miami Beach Historic Districts (Espanola 
Way, Ocean Drive / Collins Avenue, Museum, and Fla-
mingo Park) together comprise the National Register Dis-
trict. 

In 1998 a new five story hotel wing was added to the 
north (oceanfront) facade to replace the formerly existing 
cabana building to the south of the property - which was 
demolished at that time.

“The subject structure (Sagamore) is an excellent example 
of the evolution of the City’s resort architecture from the 
fashionable Art Deco styles of the pre-World War II era Art 
Deco the Modern style(s) following the war (sometimes 
referred to collectively as the International style).”  (10)

The Sagamore was originally constructed with 113 hotel 
rooms and one apartment suite according to the City of 
Miami Beach Building Card.  

“The Sagamore’ Hotel’s expansion and transformation 
into an “art hotel” have blurred the lines between hospital-
ity and art patronage, a synthesis now nearly institutional-
ized by Miami Beach’s yearly Art Basel festival.”  (11)

TOP PHOTO:  FRONT FACADE OF SAGAMORE 1986  (3)

MIDDLE PHOTO: REAR FACADE  2003  (2)

LOWER PHOTO: OUTDOOR POOL BAR  2003  92)
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“The hotel’s extensive suite of public rooms provides a 

backdrop for the Sagamore Collection, whose rotating con-

temporary artwork includes paintings, works on paper, pho-

tography, mixed media, sculpture and video art by emerg-

ing recognized artists....The abundant artwork amplifies the 

character of this hotel as a stagey, theatric space that cele-

brates modern transience.” (12)

The Sagamore’s creation followed in the1930‘s commercial 

transformation of the east end of Lincoln Road. 

It rose only five stories, had modest amenities including a 

generous front porch and a facade that mixed concrete eye-

brows, quarry keystone cladding and colored terrazzo.  Yet 

the Sagamore also illustrates the evolution of hotel architec-

ture immediately after the war.” (12)

’‘The building’s asymmetrically composed, angled facade 

planes and projecting corner windows create a boldly dy-

namic play whose graphic effects include sky signage on 

the parapet. “  (12)

“A thin concrete porte-cochere projects from the facade to 

welcome cars.   In the lobby smooth, coved ceilings and 

wall planes highlighted with indirect tube lighting and 

round columns enhance an austerely Modern space.” (12)

“When the building was redeveloped in 1998 the former 

dining room was converted to a lounge, and a card room 

and a bar.   The public interiors were extended eastward to 

create a gallery joining the street-front lobby with the 

beach.  Beyond the lobby the sequence continued in  a 

new video garden and pool area framed by a new five story 

cabana wing.” (12)

“Although basically of simple post and beam construction 

the Sagamore Hotel contains interior architectural details in 

its main public lobby area that are of such design and craft-

manship they would be both difficult and costly to repro-

duce.  These include but may not be limited to (pending 

further exploratory investigation) the terrazzo floors and 

special ceiling features of the main Lobby, inclusive of light-

ing cove, the reception desk ensemble with soffit, and the 

original south wall design elements, inclusive of the styl-

ized”Modern” fireplace and complimentary projecting wall 

sculpture above.” (13)       

12

VARIOUS 2016 CONTEMPORARY VIEWS OF THE FRONT (COLLINS AVENUE) 

ELEVATION OF THE SAGAMORE HOTEL.  2003 (5)
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TOP  LEFT PHOTO: FRONT PORCH 2015 (5)

LOWER LEFT PHOTO: FRONT PORCH 2003 (2)

RIGHT PHOTO: 2003 VIEW OF FRONT (COLLINS AVENUE) FA-

CADE. (2)
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PHOTO ABOVE: ROOFTOP PARA-

PET SIGNAGE (5)

PHOTO LEFT” MAIN ENTRANCE 

CANOPY AND COLLINS AVENUE 

(FRONT) FACADE (5)
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August, 1980 COVER OF PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE MAGAZINE (14) ARTICLE ON THE REVITALIZATION OF SOUTH BEACH
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TOP PHOTO: MAIN LOBBY 1997 PRIOR TO RENOVATIONS (2)

  RIGHT PHOTO: MAIN LOBBY 2003 AFTER RENOVATIONS (2 ) 

   THE TAPLIN COLLECTION 

LOWER PHOTO: MAIN LOBBY 2016 (5)
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TOP LEFT PHOTO: LOBBY RECEPTION DESK 2003 (2)

TOP RIGHT PHOTO: LOBBY RECEPTION DESK 2003 (2) 

THE TAPLIN COLLECTION

LOWER PHOTO: RECEPTION DESK 2016 (5)
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TOP RIGHT PHOTO: GALLERY 1997 (2)

LEFT PHOTO; GALLERY 2003    

THE TAPLIN COLLECTION

LOWER PHOTO:  GALLERY 2016 (5)
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TOP RIGHT: UPPER LOBBY 1997 (2)

LOWER RIGHT:  UPPER LOBBY 2016 (5)

LEFT PHOTO: ILLUMINATED HISTORIC PLANAR WALLS 

AT MAIN LOBBY, 2016 (5)
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VARIOUS VIEWS OF THE REAR 

(OCEANSIDE) ELEVATION LOOKING 

EAST (5)
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TOP PHOTO: POOL BAR 2003 (2)            

LOWER PHOTO:  POOL BAR 2016 (5)



ALBERT ANIS ARCHITECT
Albert Anis (1889–1964) was one of the most famous archi-
tects practicing before and after World War II in Miami 
Beach.  His noted architectural style morphed from pre-war 
Art Deco and Modern to post-war MiMo. 

He was one of a group of American-born architects working 
in MIami Beach who synthesized the austere architectural 
principles of theInternational style of architecture coming 
from Europe in the 1920’s - with their own brand of modern-
ism and art deco - while at the same time incorporating tropi-
cal ornamentation and themes.

Miami Beach hotels and apartment buildings of the 1930’s…
frequently aspired to monumental effects, appearing like 
miniaturized grand hotels.  Sculpted with a precision as if by 
industrial designers, they evinced a maximum of thematic 
economy while eschewing “pretensions to infinity, sublimity 
and the artistic.” (2)

Other important buildings of 1939 included the Clevelander, 
the Winterhaven and the Bancroft Hotels, all by Albert Anis. 
(3)

“Dixon, Hohauser, Anis, France, Skislewicz, Kiehnel & Elliott, 
Polevitzsky & Russell, and so many others, formed an ensem-
ble cast of actors, at woek designing abad building a new 
city. As in a theater, they exchanged roles and tirades, and 
they tried to outshine each other, but they shared and read 
the same text; the language and the ‘architecture of the 
city.”  (4)
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TOP: DEZERLAND HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH (DEMOLISHED  )(5)  

RIGHT BELOW: BANCROFT HOTEL,  MIAMI BEACH (5)  

LEFT BELOW: TEMPLE EMANU EL,  MIAMI BEACH  (5)



ALBERT ANIS ARCHITECT
R E P R E S E N T A T I  V E     P R O J E C T S :
Abbey Hotel  300 21st Street  Miami Beach FL 1940)

American Savings  341 Lincoln Road  Miami Beach  (1945)

Avalon Hotel   700 ocean drive  Miami Beach (1941)

Bancroft Hotel aka Ocean Steps Miami Beach, FL (1939)

Berkeley Shore Hotel  1610 Collins Avenue  Miami Beach  
1940

Cadet Hotel   1701 James Avenue  Miami Beach (1941)

Chesterfield Hotel, Miami Beach FL( formerly called Helmor 
Hotel) (1938) Miami Beach FL

Claremont Hotel   1700 Collins Avenue  Miami Beach  (1947)

Clevelander Hotel  1020 Ocean Drive  Miami Beach (1938)

Colonnade Apartments (1946) 2365 Pinetree Drive, Miami 
Beach currently called Tradewinds Apartment Hotel

Dezerland Hotel Miami Beach, FL (1951)(demolished)

Don-Bar Apartments  1565 Pennsylvania Avenue     
MIami Beach  1939

Flamingo Theater  318 Lincoln Road  Miami Beach (1945)

Gaylord Hotel  2700 Collins avenue  MIami Beach (1939)

Gamshire Apartments  2035 Washignton Avenue Miami 
Beach, FL (1953) 

Leslie Hotel (1937)  1244 Ocean Drive  Miami Beach FL 

Lord Charles Apartments  Miami Beach, FL (1953)

Majestic Hotel   660 Ocean Drive   Miami Beach (1940)

Mantell Plaza   255 24th Street  Miami Beach, FL (1942)

Nassau Apartments 1414 Collins Ave. Miami Beach (1936)

Pineview Apartments (1947) 2351 Pinetree Drive, Miami 
Beach - currently called Tradewinds Apartment Hotel

Paramount Plaza  455 Ocean Drive  Miami Beach (1941)

Poinciana Hotel  1555 Collins Avenue  Miami Beach (1939)

Sagamore Hotel  1671 Collins Avenue  Miami Beach  1948)

Shirley Apartemnts  1424 Collins Ave.  Miami Beach (1935)

Shore Club Hotel  1901 Collins Avenue Miami Beach, FL 
(1949) 

Tarleton Hotel   2469 Collins Avenue    Miami Beach (1948)

Tyler Hotel  430 21st Street  Miami Beach, FL (1940)

Temple Emanu El Miami Beach, FL (1947)

Viscay Hotel  Miami Beach, FL (1941)

Whitelaw Hotel 808 Collins Avenue (1936) Miami Beach FL

Waldorf Towers Hotel (1937)  860 Ocean Drive  Miami Beach 

Winterhaven Hotel  1400 Ocean Drive  (1939) Miami Beach 

PHOTO ABOVE: SHORE CLUB HOTEL 2015 (5)

PHOTO BELOW:  WINTERHAVEN HOTEL 2012 (5)
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Building Card
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DRAWINGS
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COLLINS AVENUE

LOBBY

RECEPTION DESK

LOWER 	 	
LOBBY

GALLERY

BAR

2000 MAIN BUILDING     

LANDSCAPE PLAN    

BY BRADSHAW GILL ASSOCIATES

NOTE: THERE WERE NO HISTORIC  

ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS   

AVAILABLE IN A SEARCH AT THE   

RECORDS DESK OF THE   

BUILDING DEPARTMENT OF THE   

CITY OF MIAMI BEACH.  THE ONLY 

DRAWINGS AVAILABLE WERE FROM 

SELECTED RENOVATIONS FROM THE 

1990’S AND 2000’S.
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2000 CABANA BUILDING    

LANDSCAPE PLAN BY    

BRADSHAW GILL ASSOCIATES

CABANA     

BUILDING

POOL
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SANBORN MIAMI BEACH INSURANCE MAP 1921 - UPDATED TO 1941  

COURTESY MIAMI DADE PUBLIC LIBRARY
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SAGAMORE ROOFTOP PARAPET SIGNAGE (5)


